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CRAVEN 

COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICTS 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Joint  Committee , for  the  year  1897. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Sub-Section  14,  Art.  18,  of  the  General  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  March,  1891,  I have  now  to  present  to  you  my  Eighteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Combined  Sanitary  District  of  Craven.  There  has  been  no  change  made 
this  year  in  the  area  or  administration  of  the  District,  nor  has  there  been  any  change 
among  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  We  have  to  record  with  much  regret  the  retirement  from 
office  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Brown,  who  had  acted  as  Clerk  to  the  Skipton  Rural  Authority  for  21 
years,  and  who  had  been  Clerk  to  this  Joint  Committee  since  its  original  formation,  and 
the  benefits  of  whose  valuable  experience  and  sound  advice  will  be  much  missed.  Mr.  C.  E. 
Bygrave,  of  Settle,  has  succeeded  him  as  Clerk  to  the  Joint  Committee,  and  Mr.  M.  R. 
Knowles  as  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council.  This  report  will  contain,  as  heretofore, 
a brief  summary  of  the  measures  taken  during  the  year  for  the  protection  and  improvement 
of  the  public  health,  the  action  taken  by  the  several  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  Combina- 
tion in  the  provision,  improvement,  or  extension  in  their  Districts,  of  works  of  water  supply 
and  sewerage,  or  in  the  abatement  or  removal  of  conditions  injurious  to  health,  and  in  the 
adoption  or  acquisition  of  additional  powers  for  dealing  with  sanitary  matters.  An 
enumeration  is  given  of  the  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  different  Districts,  and 
the  steps  taken  to  limit  their  spread,  together  with  tables  showing  the  mortality  from  all 
causes,  and  at  different  age  periods,  and  the  meteorological  conditions  as  to  rainfall  and 
temperature  observed  at  various  stations. 

Inspection  of  District.  In  addition  to  routine  inspection  of  all  parts  of  the  District, 
special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  and  with 
reference  to  insanitary  conditions,  which  have  formed  the  subject  of  special  reports.  Some 
time  has  also  been  spent  in  analytical  work  in  the  laboratory.  Special  house-to-house 
surveys  have  been  in  progress  at  Skipton,  where  a portion  of  the  North  Ward  only  remains 
to  be  completed,  at  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  in  the  Haworth  District,  and  at  Sedbergh. 
Those  of  the  towns  of  Silsden  and  Barnoldswick  have  had  to  remain  in  abeyance  this  year, 
in  consequence  of  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  having  in  each  case  to  act  as  clerk  of  the 
works  superintending  the  carrying  out  of  the  sewerage  works. 

Sanitary  Progress.  The  year  1897  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in  most  of  the 
Districts,  in  the  provision  and  preparation  of  schemes  for  the  proper  sewerage  and  Avater 
supply  for  the  more  populous  communities,  and  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
general  abatement  of  insanitary  conditions. 

One  of  the  chief  features  of  the  year  has  been  the  extensive  prevalence  throughout  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  ; and  while  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Act  is  only  about  half  that  of  last  year ; in  the 
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mortality  returns  from  all  infectious  diseases,  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  deaths 
were  due  to  these  two  diseases. 

The  general  death-rate  has  only  on  two  previous  occasions  been  lower,  while  the  per- 
centage to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  persons  over  60  years  of  age,  is  the  highest  ever 
recorded. 

Hospital  Provision.  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  Board.  During 
the  past  year  an  out-bathing  block  has  been  added,  and  the  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion,  the 
erection  of  which  was  commenced  in  April,  is  now  almost  ready  for  use.  A Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  May  18th,  by  Dr.  H.  Timbrell  Bulstrode,  into  an  applica- 
tion for  sanction  to  a loan  of  £2,000  for  purchasing  additional  land  situated  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  above  the  present  site  for  the  purpose  of  a smallpox  hospital,  and  also  a field 
containing  springs,  for  the  increase  and  improvement  of  the  water  supply  to  the  hospital. 
Sanction  to  this  was  granted  on  November  4th.  The  hospital  on  the  completion  of  the 
then  existing  buildings  was  thrown  open  to  public  inspection  for  three  days,  and  then 
formally  opened  for  the  reception  of  cases  on  February  3rd.  Since  that  date  up  to  the 
close  of  the  year  the  hospital  has  been  used  for  the  isolation  of  129  cases,  viz.,  89  of 
Scarlatina,  39  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  1 of  Diphtheria.  These  were  removed  from  the 
various  Districts  embraced  under  the  Board  as  follows,  viz. : — Keighley  Borough  : Scarlatina 
31,  Typhoid  Fever  23,  Diphtheria  1 ; Keighley  Union  Workhouse  : Scarlatina  1,  Typhoid 
Fever  1;  Bingley  Township:  Scarlatina  5,  Typhoid  Fever  4;  Bingley  Outer  District: 
Scarlatina  36,  Typhoid  Fever  8 ; Keighley  Rural  District : Scarlatina  3,  Typhoid  Fever  3 ; 
Oakworth  Urban  District : Scarlatina  1 ; Haworth  Urban  District : Scarlatina  3 ; and 
Oxenhope  Urban  District : Scarlatina  9. 

Skipton  Joint  Hospital.  It  will  be  remembered  that  plans  for  the  Joint  Hospital 
for  the  two  Skipton  Districts  and  the  Silsden  District  were  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Joint  Committee  at  the  close  of  last  year.  During  this  year,  unfortunately,  little  progress 
has  been  made.  The  Joint  Hospital  Committee  has  met  on  several  occasions  and  discussed 
the  terms  of  agreement  as  to  apportionment  of  beds  and  the  admission  of  pauper  cases, 
&c.,  and  these  have  had  to  be  submitted  to  the  different  Authorities  concerned  and  con- 
firmed by  them,  and  the  agreements  finally  signed.  Then  it  was  discovered  at  a late  stage 
in  the  proceedings  that  the  hospital  site  could  not  be  adequately  supplied  with  water  from 
the  town’s  supply  in  Whinny  Gill  reservoir,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  construct  a 
tank  at  a higher  elevation,  taking  water  from  one  of  the  springs  supplying  the  reservoir. 
We  visited  the  various  sources  of  supply  and  took  samples  of  water,  which  were  submitted 
for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst.  That  from  Campbell’s  Well  was  selected  as  the  best, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  as  to  the  construction  of  the  tank  and  laying  of  a main 
from  this  point.  The  provisional  agreement  with  Lord  Hothfield’s  agent  for  the  purchase 
of  the  land  and  the  easements  for  the  pipes  for  both  water  supply  and  sewerage  have  also 
been  arranged,  and  with  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Company  for  crossing  the  canal 
with  the  outfall  sewer.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  no  further  time  will  be  lost  in 
sending  up  the  plans  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  obtaining  their  sanction  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  scheme. 

County  Council  Inspection.  In  consequence  of  numerous  complaints  which  the 
County  Council  had  received  at  various  times  relating  to  unsanitary  conditions  in  the  Settle 
Rural  District,  Dr.  Kaye,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  was  instructed  to  make  a report  to 
his  Sanitary  Committee  on  the  Settle  Rural  District  as  a whole.  For  this  purpose,  he 
instituted  a house-to-house  survey  of  the  District,  and  in  many  of  his  tours  of  inspection 
he  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Foxcroft  and  myself.  Dr.  Kaye  presented  his  report  to  his 
Sanitary  Committee  in  May  last,  and  copies  were  forwarded  to  the  District  Council  for 
perusal,  together  with  an  invitation  for  a deputation  to  visit  Wakefield  and  discuss  the 
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various  matters  requiring  attention  in  the  District.  The  deputation  met  the  Committee  at 
Wakefield,  on  October  22nd,  and  gave  certain  undertakings  that  the  more  urgent  matters 
referred  to  in  the  report  should  have  their  immediate  consideration. 

Notification  Returns  to  the  County  Council.  I have  made  returns  each  month 
to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  of  the  number  of  fresh  cases  notified  in  each  District, 
and  of  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  from  any  infectious  disease. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875-9.  Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District,  and  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst.  In  the  Skipton  Urban,  Silsden  Urban,  and  Worth  Valley  Districts  this  is 
regularly  done  by  the  County  Council’s  own  Inspectors. 

Housing  of  the  Working-Classes  Act,  1890.  I reported  upon  four  houses  under 
this  Act  this  year,  two  in  the  Settle  Rural,  and  one  each  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  and  Skipton 
Urban  Districts.  No  prosecutions  were  undertaken  this  year. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  various  matters  which  have  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  different  Authorities  during  the  year  : — 

1.  SEDBERGH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sedbergh  Water  Supply.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  feared  that  the 
reservoir  was  again  showing  signs  of  leaking,  but  this  happily  ceased,  owing  probably  to 
slight  cracks  being  silted  up,  and  during  the  year  the  supply  has  been  good  and  constant. 
This  year  the  supply  has  been  slightly  increased  by  the  cutting  of  trenches  to  fresh  springs 
on  the  gathering  ground  on  the  “ Crook  ” side  of  Settlebeck  Gill,  not  far  from  the  main 
intake,  and  it  is  contemplated  by  the  Committee  to  pipe  these,  when  it  is  hoped  a substantial 
addition  to  the  present  supply  will  be  obtained.  There  has  been  no  extension  of  water- 
main  laid  this  year,  and  now  that  the  storage  appears  to  be  permanent,  an  extension  to 
Millthrop  should  be  considered. 

Sedbergh  Sewerage.  Complaints  have  been  received  throughout  the  year  from  the 
West  Riding  Rivers’  Board,  and  from  the  County  Council,  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  working 
of  the  sewage  farm,  and  the  overflow  of  crude  sewage  into  the  river,  and  difficulties  have 
again  been  experienced  with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  “ Ives  Tank.”  The  Authority 
appointed  a new  manager,  Christopher  Garnett,  at  a salary  of  25s.  per  week,  early  in 
November,  and  the  Committee  was  empowered  to  engage  Wm.  Winn,  the  former  manager, 
for  such  times  during  the  ensuing  winter  as  they  might  think  desirable,  there  being  a doubt 
as  to  whether  it  might  be  necessary  to  drain  the  subsoil  of  the  farm. 

Dent  Sewerage.  After  the  alterations  suggested  in  the  scheme  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  been  made,  sanction  was  given  to  borrow  £1,445  (£975  for  30  yeai’s 
and  470  for  50  years)  on  June  1st  last.  The  contract  for  the  work  was  let  to  Messrs. 
Dirkin,  of  Kendal,  for  £900,  and  the  main  sewerage  is  nearly  completed. 

Scavenging.  The  County  Council  suggested  that  some  scheme  of  scavenging  should 
be  adopted  at  Dent.  The  Council  replied  that  they  contemplated  dealing  with  this  matter 
when  the  sewage  farm  was  completed,  as  it  was  intended  to  provide  a proper  tip  for  refuse 
there.  Improvement  is  being  made  in  the  ashpit  accommodation  in  Dent.  The  Council  is 
now  in  communication  with  Mrs.  Cotteril- Dormer  for  the  purchase  or  otherwise  of  a low- 
lying  and  unproductive  field  on  the  “ Bor  rad  Farm,”  adjoining  the  lane  leading  to  the 
6ewage  farm,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a tipping  place  for  refuse  for  the  town  of  Sed- 
bergh. Should  they  be  successful  in  obtaining  this,  the  question  of  letting  the  scavenging 
of  Sedbergh  by  contract  should  again  be  considered. 
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Urban  Powers.  The  Rural  District  Council  has  recently  decided  to  apply  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Urban  Powers  under  sections  169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and 
170,  and  under  sections  157  and  158  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  enable  them  to 
frame  byelaws  with  respect  to  “ Slaughter-houses,”  and  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings.” 

Hospital.  During  a storm  on  June  16th,  the  barn  used  as  a ward-block  collapsed, 
and  is  now  in  a ruinous  state.  The  temporary  building  used  as  the  administrative  block 
was  thoroughly  cleaned  and  re -painted  this  year,  and  is  kept  in  good  condition.  An 
attempt  is  being  made  to  purchase  the  site  with  a view  to  the  re -erection  of  the  ward -block 
for  the  isolation  of  smallpox  cases. 

Finkle -street  Improvement.  The  pulling  down  and  widening  of  Finkle- street, 
which  is  the  main  approach  to  the  Grammar  School,  and  to  Millthrop  and  Dent,  and  which 
has  for  some  years  been  contemplated  by  the  Council,  was  this  year  undertaken  by  public 
subscription,  as  a commemoration  of  Her  Majesty’s  Diamond  Jubilee.  This  will  be  a great 
improvement  to  the  town. 

2.  SETTLE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Settle  Water  Supply.  No  shortness  of  supply  was  experienced  this  year,  and  the 
question  of  increasing  the  supply  has  not  been  considered.  No  extension  has  been  laid. 

Westhouse  Water  Supply.  The  question  of  supplying  the  hamlets  of  Higher  and 
Lower  Westhouse  with  water  has  been  again  considered,  and  instructions  have  been  given 
to  prepare  a scheme  for  this  supply,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  water 
rights  and  land  on  which  to  construct  a reservoir. 

Neavby  Water  Supply.  The  scheme  for  the  Newby  Waterworks  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  February,  and  the  contract  for  the  work  was 
let  to  Mr.  Henry  Slinger,  of  Bentham,  for  £99,  in  April,  and  this  scheme  was  satisfactorily 
completed  in  September. 

Langcliffe  Water  Supply.  Numerous  trial-holes  have  been  sunk  this  year  with  a 
view  of  finding  water  to  augment  the  present  supply.  Only  one  promised  a sufficient 
yield,  but  this  will  have  to  be  tested  through  a dry  season,  and  a scheme  is  on  foot  to  supply 
by  means  of  stand  pipes  those  portions  of  the  village  which  are  not  within  reasonable  dis- 
tance of  the  central  fountain. 

Closure  of  Public  Well.  On  account  of  the  manifest  pollution  of  a public  dipping 
well  on  the  Green  at  Langcliffe,  we  had  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  close  it,  and  an 
Order  was  obtained  from  the  Magistrates  for  that  purpose. 

Ingleton  Water  Supply.  With  a view  to  increasing  the  storage  capacity  in  con- 
nection with  this  supply,  the  District  Council  has  been  in  negotiation  with  the  owner  of  land 
adjoining  the  site  of  the  reservoir  with  a view  to  purchasing  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  but 
the  sum  demanded  was  considered  exorbitant. 

An  extension  of  water-main  has  been  laid  this  year,  consisting  of  110  yards  of  2 -inch 
main  from  the  bottom  of  Bell  Horse  Gate  to  Club  Villas. 

Bentham  Water  Supply.  At  the  November  meeting  a request  was  made  to  the 
District  Council  by  the  Bentham  Parish  Council  that  they  would  undertake  the  piping  of 
the  supply  from  the  springs  at  the  source  to  the  existing  storage  reservoir,  on  account  of 
the  liability  to  pollution  at  present  between  these  points.  This  was  originally  intended,  but 
was  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  unreasonable  terms  then  demanded  by  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor.  The  Clerk  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  Col.  Foster’s  agent  on  the  subject. 
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Rathmell  Water.  During  the  past  year  the  principal  owner  of  property  at 
Rathmell  has  laid  a main  into  the  village,  and  the  majority  of  the  houses  have  water  piped 
into  them. 

Arncliefe  Water.  The  principal  owner  of  property  at  Arncliffe  has  this  year  piped 
water  from  a spring  into  the  village,  and  a number  of  the  houses  are  connected  with  the 
main. 

Settle,  &c.,  Sewerage.  At  the  close  of  last  year  Mr.  Foxcroft  reported  upon  certain 
lengths  of  sewer  in  Settle,  which  he  had  examined  and  found  to  be  defective,  with  open 
joints  which  permitted  the  escape  of  sewage,  and  not  laid  in  accordance  with  the  original 
plans.  These  lengths  had  frequently  become  blocked.  Since  these  blockages  were  of 
frequent  occurrence,  it  became  manifest  that  certain  lengths  of  sewer  would  have  to  he 
taken  up  and  re-laid.  In  September  the  District  Council  decided  to  call  in  Mr.  R.  B. 
Broster,  C.E.,  of  Keighley,  to  report  upon  these  lengths,  and  the  best  means  of  remedy- 
ing them ; also  as  to  the  construction  of  a sewer  for  new  property  on  Raisich  Hill,  and  to 
relieve  the  Pool’s  Row  section  from  Upper  Settle.  His  report  was  presented  in  December. 

Blockages  have  also  occurred  on  the  system  in  the  Langeliffe  main-outfall  sewer,  and 
it  is  probable  eventually  that  a large  portion  of  the  system  will  have  to  be  re-laid. 

Ingletoe  Sewerage.  An  extension  of  the  main-sewer  was  laid  this  year,  consisting 
of  115  yards  of  9 -inch  pipes  from  New  Road  to  new  property  on  the  Holly  Tree  Estate. 

Longpreston  Sewerage.  Sanction  was  given  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
March  to  a loan  of  £3,300,  to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works 
for  the  village  of  Longpreston,  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  Armistead,  C.E.,  of  Bingley.  The 
contract  for  the  work  was  let  in  June  to  Mr.  Thos.  Smith,  of  Shipley,  for  £2,495,  and  the 
work  is  proceeding  slowly. 

Clapham  Sewerage.  The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  received  in 
May  to  a loan  of  £1800,  to  carry  out  the  scheme,  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  Armistead,  for  the 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  village  of  Clapham.  Mr.  Thos.  Smith  obtained  the 
contract  for  the  work  for  £1,342,  and  the  work  was  commenced  in  October,  and  is  still 
proceeding. 

Newby  Sewerage,  The  work  in  connection  with  the  sewerage  of  the  hamlet  of 
Newby  was  delayed  until  October,  so  as  not  to  interfere  unduly  with  meadow  land  which 
had  to  be  passed  through.  Sanction  was  obtained  to  the  loan  of  £280,  in  February.  The 
contract  was  let  to  Mr.  Henry  Slinger,  of  Bentham,  for  £164,  and  the  scheme  was 
completed  early  in  December. 

Stainforth  Sewerage.  These  works,  which  commenced  in  September,  1896,  were 
completed  in  May  last,  and  a portion  of  the  house  connections  therewith  have  been  made. 

Burton-in-Lonsdale  Sewerage.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on 
March  3rd,  by  Col.  W.  Langton  Coke,  M.I.C.E.,  into  an  application  for  a Provisional 
Order  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  2 acres  3 roods  of  a field  known  as  “ Parks  Bottom,” 
for  the  purpose  of  sewage  disposal.  In  August  the  Clerk  reported  that  the  Order  had  been 
confirmed  by  Parliament.  Negotiations  were  opened  with  the  agent  to  the  owner  with  the 
object  of  avoiding  arbitration,  but  the  sum  asked  was  considered  exorbitant.  The  West 
Riding  Rivers’  Board  then  threatened  proceedings  unless  the  works  were  commenced  by 
January  1st,  1898.  The  District  Council  in  view  of  the  difficulties,  asked  to  be  allowed 
time  to  consider  whether  the  adoption  of  one  of  the  new  biological  processes  might  not  be 
feasible,  and  to  dispense  with  this  site. 
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Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.  The  suggestion  made  last  year  that  the  public 
scavenging  of  Ingleton  should  be  undertaken  was  negatived.  Dr.  Kaye,  in  his  report, 
urges  that  the  District  Council  should  undertake  the  removal  of  ashpit  and  household  refuse 
in  all  the  populous  places  in  the  District.  The  Council  has  appointed  a committee  to 
consider  this  question  and  report.  The  scavenging  should  be  adopted  in  those  places  in  the 
District  already  in  possession  of  Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  and  might  be  undertaken  by  contract,  with  great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munities, as  has  been  shown  in  the  adjoining  Skipton  Rural  District. 

Rivers  Pollution.  Complaints  have  again  been  received  this  year  from  the  West 
Riding  Rivers  Board  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
at  High  and  Low  Bentham,  Ingleton,  and  Settle  were  managed,  and  a deputation  from  the 
District  Council  was  asked  to  meet  Dr.  Wilson  and  his  Inspector  on  the  various  farms. 
They  met  on  October  20th,  and  the  evidence  of  river  pollution  from  these  sources  was 
very  manifest  and  convincing,  the  sewage  in  the  cases  of  High  and  Low  Bentham  being 
turned  in  a crude  state  direct  into  the  river  by  the  shortest  course.  At  a subsequent 
meeting  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Foxcroft  received  instructions  to  prepare  plans  for  the  proper 
laying  out  and  levelling  of  the  sewage  farm  at  Ingleton  and  High  and  Low  Bentham. 

Infectious  Hospital.  This  Hospital  has  not  been  used  this  year  for  the  isolation  of 
any  fresh  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  remaining  in  from 
last  year  were  all  discharged  by  February  13th,  since  which  date  it  has  remained  closed. 

3.  SKIPTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Kettlewell  Water  Supply.  Considerable  delay  has  been  entailed  in  acquiring 
the  necessary  water-rights  in  connection  with  this  scheme.  These  were  finally  obtained  in 
November,  and  forwarded  the  Local  Government  Board.  In  treating  for  the  land  the 
proprietors  suggested  that  a larger  reservoir  should  be  provided,  and  to  this  the  District 
Council  agreed.  This  necessitates  the  increase  of  the  loan  to  £/00,  sanction  to  which  is 
now  awaited. 

Gargrave  Water  Supply.  Mr.  A.  W.  Stansfeld,  C.E.,  who  was  asked  to  report 
as  to  the  best  means  of  providing  increased  storage  for  water  for  the  village  of  Gargrave, 
presented  his  report  in  April  last.  He  estimated  the  provision  of  a reservoir  to  contain 
3,000,000  gallons  (a  supply  he  considered  necessary  in  times  of  drought),  equal  to  150 
days’  supply,  to  cost  £2,300  exclusive  of  land,  and  suggested  as  an  alternative  that  water 
should  be  obtained  from  the  mains  belonging  to  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Company, 
who  derive  their  water  from  AVinterburn  Reservoir,  which  connection  could  be  effected  foi 
about  £100.  A deputation  visited  Gargrave  springs  and  Winterburn  reservoir  in  May, 
and  from  information  obtained  it  was  gathered  that  there  was  sufficient  yield  at  the  springs, 
but  much  water  got  away  by  leakage.  It  was  decided  then  by  the  District  Council  to  apply 
to  the  Canal  Company  for  their  terms.  A Deacon’s  meter  was  placed  on  the  main,  and  the 
leakage  was  found  to  be  over  500  gallons  per  hour.  The  terms  quoted  by  the  Canal  Co. 
were  excessive.  No  shortness  of  supply  has  been  experienced  at  Gargrave  during  the  past 
year,  and  steps  to  locate  the  leakages  are  still  being  taken. 

Salterforth  Sewerage.  Mr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  C.E.,  prepared  a plan  for  connecting 
the  proposed  outfall  sewer  from  Salterforth  with  the  Earby  and  Kelbrook  scheme.  The 
inhabitants  of  Earby,  in  view  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  place,  objected  to  entertain  this 
scheme.  Further  attempts  were  made  to  come  to  terms  with  the  owners  of  the  site  first 
suggested  at  Salterforth,  but  these  have  not  yet  been  arranged. 

Salterforth  Cemetery.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  the 
29th  of  September  last  by  Albert  J.  Hepper,  D.S.O.,  R.E.,  into  an  application  to  borrow 
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£350  to  provide  a cemetery  for  the  township  of  Salterforth,  the  plans  having  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  Rodwell.  Sanction  was  obtained  in  November,  and  the  work  will  be  commenced 
early  in  the  new  year. 

Thornton,  Earby  and  Kelbrook  Sewerage.  The  extensions  in  connection  with 
this  scheme  referred  to  in  my  last  year’s  report,  involved  an  increase  of  loan  amounting  to 
£600,  and  this  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  without  further 
inquiry.  If  building  operations  at  Earby  continue  at  the  present  rate,  no  doubt  further 
extensions  will  be  required. 

Cononley  Sewerage.  Plans  were  prepared  for  this  scheme  last  year,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  caused  in  carrying  out  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the 
village  of  Cononley,  the  District  Council  has  received  several  communications  from  the 
West  Riding  Rivers  Board,  urging  progress  in  this  matter.  The  owner  of  the  land 
suggested  for  sewage  disposal,  however,  now  declines  to  sell,  and  the  engineer  is  instructed 
to  look  out  for  another  site. 

Halton  East  Water  Supply.  Gaugings  have  been  taken  this  year  of  the  spring 
selected  for  a proposed  supply  for  this  hamlet,  but  the  yield  was  considered  insufficient 
unless  large  storage  capacity  were  provided,  and  no  further  steps  have  been  taken. 

Farnhill  Water  Supply.  The  Water  Company  has  this  year  increased  the  storage 
capacity  in  connection  with  this  supply. 

Addingham  Sewerage.  In  connection  with  this  scheme,  which  was  completed  last 
year,  a detatched  portion  of  the  District  situated  at  Low  Mill,  and  consisting  of  21  houses, 
had  not  been  provided  for  owing  to  their  being  below  the  level  of  the  disposal  works.  I 
recommended  that  the  proper  sewerage  of  this  property  should  be  undertaken,  and  the 
work  has  been  carried  out,  consisting  of  550  yards  of  6-inch  pipes,  with  7 man-holes,  the 
sewage  being  conveyed  to  the  tank,  from  which  it  is  pumped  daily  on  to  the  disposal  works. 

Appletreewick  Water  Supply.  Plans  for  a scheme  of  water  supply  for  the 
village  of  Appletreewick,  prepared  last  year,  have  been  deposited  with  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  the  date  of  inquiry  has  not  yet  been  fixed. 

Grassington  Sewerage. — Objections  have  been  raised  by  the  land  owner  to  the  site 
selected  for  sewage  disposal  in  connection  with  the  scheme  prepared  last  year  for  the 
sewerage  of  Grassington  village,  and  another  site  has  been  chosen.  This  has  required  a 
revision  of  the  plans,  wffiich,  together  with  the  estimates,  are  not  yet  complete. 

Hebden  Waterworks.  During  the  summer  serious  complaints  were  made  as  to  the 
shortness  of  the  supply,  and  considerable  leakage  was  discovered  in  the  conduit  leading 
to  the  tank.  This  has  been  remedied. 

River  Pollution.  Complaints  were  received  this  year  from  the  West  Riding 
Rivers  Board  of  pollution  of  streams  by  the  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Cononley, 
Salterforth,  and  Grassington,  and  asking  what  steps  the  District  Council  intended  to  take 
to  prevent  this.  The  Council  replied  that  owing  to  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  carrying 
out  the  proposed  schemes,  in  the  acquirement  of  land  for  disposal  purposes,  they  wished  to 
have  further  time  to  consider  the  applicability  of  the  new  biological  processes  in  these 
instances. 

Urban  Powers.  The  naming  of  the  streets  and  numbering  of  the  houses  have  been 
earned  out  this  year  in  the  following  places: — Addingham,  Carleton,  Cononley,  Cowling, 
Glusburn,  and  Thornton.  Urban  Powers,  under  Sec.  171  (sub  Sec.  4)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  were  applied  for  and  granted  by  Order  in  July,  for  Addingham,  Bolton  Abbey, 
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Embsay-with-Eastby,  and  Grassington ; and  the  same  Order  granted  Urban  Powers  under 
Sec.  150,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  Back  Albert -street,  Earby,  in  the  township  of 
Thornton.  This  latter  was  applied  for  for  the  village  of  Earby,  but  refused. 

4.  KEIGHLEY  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

East  and  West  Morton  Sewerage.  This  scheme  was  before  the  Local  Government 
Board  at  the  close  of  last  year,  and  in  February  they  wrote  suggesting  certain  further 
amendments  in  the  plans  and  estimates.  These  having  been  complied  with,  the  Local 
Government  Board  gave  their  sanction  in  April  to  a loan  of  £1,300  for  land  and  £6,700 
for  works  in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage-disposal  for  East  and 
West  Morton.  The  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  was  delayed, 
however,  on  account  of  opposition  to  the  scheme  on  the  part  of  the  Morton  Parish  Council 
and  ratepayers,  on  the  ground  of  expense,  and  they  employed  another  engineer  to  draw  up  a 
cheaper  scheme,  and  although  correspondence  had  passed  between  the  County  Council  and 
the  District  Council  urging  their  proceeding  with  the  scheme  which  had  been  sanctioned, 
nothing  further  had  been  done  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Stjtton  and  Eastburn  Sewerage.  In  connection  with  this  scheme  several  extensions 
of  main  sewer  have  been  laid  during  the  year,  consisting  of  202  yards  of  9-inch  pipes  and 
85  yards  of  6 -inch  pipes,  with  2 man -holes  and  6 lamp-holes,  and  139  houses  have  been 
connected  with  the  system. 

Steeton  Water  Supply.  Extensions  in  connection  with  this  supply  have  been  laid 
this  year,  consisting  of  124  yards  of  3 -inch  mains  at  Steeton,  and  103  yards  at  Eastburn. 

Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital.  This  hospital,  situated  at  Morton  Banks, 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  cases  on  February  3rd,  and  has  been  used  during  the  year 
for  the  isolation  of  3 cases  of  Scarlatina  and  2 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  out  of  the  Keighley 
Rural  District.  An  out-bathing  block  has  been  erected,  and  the  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion, 
which  was  commenced  in  April,  is  almost  ready  for  use. 

A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  May  18th  by  Dr.  H.  Timbrell 
Bulstrode  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £2,000  to  purchase  additional  land, 
situated  about  a quarter  of  a mile  above  the  present  site,  for  the  purpose  of  a smallpox 
hospital,  and  also  a field  containing  springs  for  the  increase  and  improvement  of  the  water 
supply  to  the  hospital.  Sanction  was  received  on  November  4th. 

5.  SKIPTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Sewerage.  A large  shed  is  being  erected  in  Broughton -road,  together  with  a 
number  of  dwelling-houses.  This  necessitates  a considerable  extension  of  sewerage,  and 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  a scheme  of 
sewer  extension  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £1,200. 

Street  Improvements.  The  Council  has  continued  the  work  under  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892,  of  constructing  private  streets,  and  during  the  year  seven  back- 
streets  in  the  town  have  been  paved.  Formerly  these  streets  were  in  a very  bad  condition, 
being  formed  of  ashes  and  loose  stone.  New  lengths  of  causeway  have  been  laid  iu  Cross- 
street and  Belmont-street,  and  new  crossings  have  been  formed  in  different  parts  of  the 
town. 

In  connection  with  the  Diamond  Jubilee,  14  lime-trees  were  planted  in  High-street, 
and  handed  over  to  the  Council. 
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Public  Abattoir.  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  provision  of  a public 
abattoir  for  the  town  have  endeavoured  to  secure  a suitable  site  for  the  purpose,  and  have 
inspected  several,  but  hitherto  their  efforts  have  been  unsuccessful.  The  abolition  of  the 
existing  slaughter-houses  would  be  a great  benefit  to  the  town. 

Recreation  Ground.  An  attempt  was  made  this  year  to  obtain  a site  for  a public 
recreation  ground,  but  without  success. 

Gasworks.  The  Council  is  now  in  negotiation  with  the  Skipton  Gas  Company  for 
the  purchase  of  their  undertaking. 

Fire  Engine. — The  Council  has  considered  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a steam 
fire  engine  for  their  District,  and  have  decided  to  purchase  one  at  a cost  of  £675. 

Infectious  Hospital. — The  deeds  of  agreement  between  the  various  Authorities  in 
the  proposed  Permanent  Joint  Hospital  scheme  have  at  last  been  settled  and  signed,  and 
plans  showing  the  methods  of  conveying  water  to  the  hospital  site  and  sewage  from  it  have 
been  prepared,  together  with  the  provisional  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  and 
easements  for  pipes,  &c.  The  plans,  &c.,  in  connection  with  the  scheme  are  now  ready  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

6.  SILSDEN  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Silsden  Sewerage.  The  works  of  main  sewerage  for  the  town  of  Silsden,  which 
were  commenced  in  September  of  last  year,  have  been  in  progress  throughout  the  year, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  H.  Longbottom,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  as  Clerk  of 
the  Works,  and  are  practically  completed.  At  the  sewage  outfall  works  a series  of  five 
subsidence  tanks  have  been  constructed,  and  the  land  has  been  laid  out  in  different 
filtration  areas.  Seventy -seven  houses  along  the  main  line  of  sewer  have  been  connected 
therewith. 

Scavenging.  The  scavenging,  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Council,  has  been  well 
carried  out  during  the  year.  On  the  completion  of  the  main  sewerage  the  provision  of 
some  form  of  water  closet  is  insisted  upon  in  the  case  of  all  new  property,  and  in  many 
instances  existing  pail-closets  are  being  converted  into  slop-water  closets. 

Joint  Hospital.  The  scheme  for  the  Joint  Permanent  Hospital  at  Skipton,  plans 
for  which  were  ready  at  the  close  of  last  year,  has  been  in  abeyance  throughout  the  year, 
though  several  meetings  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee  have  been  held.  Delay 
has  been  caused  in  the  signing  of  the  agreements  by  the  various  Authorities  concerned, 
and  in  the  arrangements  as  to  the  water  supply  to  ^the  hospital  site  and  outfall  sewers 
and  sewage  disposal,  plans  of  which  have  had  to  be  prepared  to  be  submitted  along  with 
the  hospital  plans.  The  provisional  agreement  with  Lord  Hothfield’s  agent  for  the  purchase 
of  the  site  and  easements  has  also  had  to  be  finally  arranged.  The  Joint  Temporary 
Hospital  at  Skipton,  in  which  this  Council  has  a share,  has  not  been  used  by  this  Authority 
during  the  year. 

Street  Improvement.  Au  improvement  has  been  effected  this  year  in  the  widening 
of  Berry’s  Bridge  at  the  junction  of  Skipton-road  with  Bridge -street,  consisting  of  a 
length  of  about  30  yards,  which  has  improved  the  approach  to  five  different  streets,  at  a 
cost  of  about  £60. 

7,  8,  9.  OAKWORTH,  HAWORTH,  AND  OXENHOPE  URBAN 
SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

Oakworth  Water  Supply.  Last  year  I reported  upon  the  unsuitability  of  the 
Chip  Hill  and  Bogthorn  supplies,  and  urged  the  provision  of  a proper  supply,  or  the 
extension  of  the  Oakworth  water  main  to  supply  these  houses.  The  main  is  being 
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extended  from  Sykes  Head  to  Chip  Hill,  consisting  of  183  yards  of  3 -inch  pipes.  No  other 
extension  of  public  main  has  been  laid  in  the  District  this  year. 

Laycock  Water  Supply.  The  inhabitants  of  Lay  cock  were  formerly  supplied  with 
water  by  means  of  a public  dipping  well,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  this  source  was  liable 
to  pollution.  They  were  called  upon  to  provide  a suitable  supply.  The  services  of  Mr. 
Lester  Gataker,  of  Bath,  a water  diviner,  were  employed  in  February,  and  he  selected 
several  sites  at  which  he  said  sufficient  water  would  be  found  on  sinking.  In  most  cases 
the  suggested  depth  required  to  be  sunk  was  over  100  feet.  The  site  requiring  the  least 
sinking  was  selected,  and  water  was  found  at  a depth  of  40  ft.  (suggested  depth  35  ft). 
This  has  been  conveyed  by  syphon  into  a tank  of  a capacity  of  9,000  gallons,  from  which 
it  has  been  piped  to  the  houses. 

Goose  Eye  Sewerage.  At  Goose  Eye  the  sewerage  of  cottage  property  is  about  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  along  with  the  disposal  of  the  mill  refuse  from 
the  Turkey  Paper  Mills. 

Haworth  Water  Supply.  On  account  of  the  growth  of  the  District,  a portion  of 
the  water  main  in  Mill  Hey  has  been  taken  up  and  re-laid  in  larger  pipes.  This  was 
necessitated  before  the  proposed  extension  of  water  mains  in  Hebden-road  could  be  carried 
out.  A public  main  has  this  year  been  extended  to  the  Coldshaw  district,  and  a number  of 
houses  connected  therewith.  An  extension  of  water  main  has  also  been  laid  in  Hebden- 
road  from  the  Keighley  Corporation  mains  from  Cross  Roads,  to  supply  1 7 houses. 

Haworth  Sewerage.  The  scheme  prepared  for  the  sewerage  of  Haworth,  by  Mr. 
W.  B.  Woodhead,  C.E.,  of  Bradford,  was  presented  to  the  Council  in  August  last.  The 
plans  were  referred  to  the  Sewerage  Committee,  but  nothing  further  has  been  done  in  the 
matter. 

Lees  and  Cross  Roads  Scavenging.  The  scavenging  of  this  part  of  the  District 
was  let  by  contract  in  May  last  to  Mr.  Mitchell  Midgeley  for  one  year,  for  £35.  The  refuse 
is  tipped  on  a portion  of  a sewage  farm. 

Oxenhope  Sewerage.  The  works  of  sewerage  for  Oxenhope,  embracing  the 
populous  portions,  viz.,  Uppertown,  Lowertown,  Shaw  and  Leeming,  have  this  year  been 
completed  as  far  as  the  main  sewers  are  concerned,  and  the  house  connections  are  now 
being  carried  out.  The  Council  proposes  to  filter  the  sewage  before  turning  it  on  to  the 
land,  and  is  about  to  construct  a series  of  filter  beds  for  that  purpose. 

10.  BARNOLDSWICK  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply.  Mr.  De  Ranee  was  consulted  on  the  increase  of  the  water  supply  to 
the  town,  and  he  visited  Barnoldswick  in  June,  and  examined  the  existing  works,  and  made 
a survey  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  presented  his  report  on  June  24th,  and  recommended 
that  the  well  should  be  sunk  to  a depth  of  170  feet  below  the  present  level,  and  this  would 
dispense  with  the  provision  of  additional  storage  for  the  present.  On  October  10th,  an 
application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,200  for 
works  of  water  supply,  for  the  purchase  of  a bore-hole  pump  and  works  in  connection 
therewith.  The  only  extension  of  water  main  laid  this  year  is  one  consisting  of  78  yards 
of  3-inch  main  in  North-street.  Five  new  fire-hydrants  have  been  put  in. 

Sewerage.  The  private  house  connections  have  been  proceeded  with,  and  560  houses 
connected  during  the  past  year.  About  a third  of  the  houses  remain  to  be  done.  The 
work  is  done  by  the  owners  of  property,  and  in  default  by  the  Council,  which  accounts  for 
the  slow  progress.  Extensions  of  main  sewers  have  also  been  laid  to  the  extent  of  230 
yards  of  9-inch  pipes,  and  764  yards  of  6-inch  pipes. 
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Street  Improvements.  An  application  was  made  on  August  18th  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  for  sanction  to  borrow  £5,000  for  private  street  works,  and  plans 
showing  the  paving,  kerbing,  channelling,  and  flagging  of  several  streets  in  Barnoldswick 
were  submitted.  The  date  for  the  inquiry  is  not  yet  fixed. 

Infectious  Hospital.  The  County  Council  continued  to  press  this  Authority  to  make 
some  immediate  provision  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  in  March  last 
I met  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  with  them  inspected  several  probable  sites  for  the 
proposed  hospital.  One  situated  in  the  Lane  End  and  Syke  House  Estate,  on  Banks 
Hill,  was  finally  selected,  and  the  Council  instructed  Mr.  T.  Biker,  the  Council’s  Surveyor 
and  Inspector,  to  prepare  plans  for  a small  hospital,  providing  accommodation  for  9 beds — 
six  for  scarlatina,  and  three  for  typhoid  fever,  together  with  administration  block  and 
outbuildings.  A provisional  agreement  has  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  2J  acres 
of  land  for  hospital  purposes,  together  with  4|  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  same  owner, 
and  adjoining  the  existing  sewage  farm,  this  being  intended  as  an  extension  for  sewage 
disposal,  for  the  sum  of  £720. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  August  18th,  for  sanction 
to  borrow  £3,000  for  hospital  purposes,  and  plans  were  submitted.  The  Local  Government 
Board  recommended  various  alterations  and  re-arrangements.  This  necessitated  the 
preparation  of  new  plans,  and  these  are  now  ready  to  be  re-submitted. 

PREVALENCE  OF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  has  been  adopted  at  various  times  by 
all  the  Authorities  in  the  Combination.  During  1897  the  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  which  came  to  my  knowledge  was  304,  as  compared  with  598  last  year,  and  486  in 
1895.  This  includes  only  cases  notifiable  under  the  Act,  and  is  a decrease  of  294  from  the 
previous  year,  or  nearly  half  the  number.  These  may  be  classified  under  three  heads  : — 
(a)  Infectious  cases  notified  under  the  Act  by  medical  men,  298 ; (6)  Infectious  cases  notified 
by  householders , 3 ; (c)  Infectious  cases  under  the  Act,  not  notified,  3.  These  were  divided 
among  the  various  Districts  as  follows  : — Sedbergh  Rural,  22  ; Settle  Rural,  42  ; Skipton 
Rural,  63;  Keighley  Rural,  9;  Skipton  Urban,  44;  Silsden  Urban,  37  ; Oakworth  Urban, 
17  ; Haworth  Urban,  36;  Oxenhope  Urban,  29;  and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  5. 

Smallpox.  No  case  of  smallpox  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Scarlatina.  Five  deaths  were  returned  from  this  disease,  as  compared  with  10  last 
year,  and  9 in  1895.  Four  other  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Keighley  Rural  District, 
which  occurred  at  the  Keighley  and  Binglev  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  among  persons 
not  belonging  to  the  District.  Of  the  5 deaths  belonging  to  the  District,  2 occurred  in  the 
Oxeuhope  Urban,  and  1 each  in  the  Skipton  Urban,  Oakworth  Urban,  and  Haworth  Urban 
Districts.  In  all,  123  cases  came  to  my  knowledge,  as  compared  with  342  last  year,  and 
297  in  1895,  and  they  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Sedbergh  Rural,  13 ; Settle  Rural,  13; 
Skipton  Rural,  32 ; Keighley  Rural,  3 ; Skipton  Urban,  20  ; Silsden  Urban,  7 ; Oakworth 
Urban,  2 ; Haworth  Urban,  12 ; Oxenhope  Urban,  18  ; and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  3.  Of  the 
total  123,  52  were  males,  and  71  females  ; 36  were  under  5 years  of  age,  aud  87  over  five 
years  of  age. 

Diphtheria.  Not  a single  death  was  returned  from  diphtheria,  as  compared  with  8 
last  year,  and  3 in  1895.  Only  6 cases  were  notified,  aud  these  occurred  as  follows  : — 
Settle  Rural,  4 ; Oakworth  Urban,  1 ; and  Haworth  Urban,  1.  Of  these,  all  were  males,  1 
was  under  five,  and  5 over  5 years  of  age. 
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Membranous  Croup.  Six  deaths  were  returned  as  due  to  membranous  croup,  as  com- 
pared with  13  last  year,  and  5 in  1895.  These  occurred  2 each  in  the  Silsdeu,  Haworth, 
and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts.  In  all,  15  cases  were  notified,  as  follows  : — Skipton  Rural, 
1 ; Silsden  Urban,  6 ; Oakworth  Urban,  1 ; Haworth  Urban,  3 ; and  Oxenhope  Urban,  4. 
Of  these,  7 were  males,  and  8 females  ; 14  were  under  five  years  of  age,  and  1 over  5 years 
of  age. 

Typhus  Fever.  No  case  of  typhus  fever  was  notified  this  year. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Eleven  deaths  were  returned  as  from  typhoid  fever,  as  compared 
with  20  last  year,  and  16  in  1895.  Six  other  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Keighley  Rural 
District,  and  these  occurred  at  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks 
among  persons  not  belonging  to  the  District.  Of  the  11  deaths,  4 occurred  in  the  Sedbergh 
Rural  ; 2 in  Settle  Rural ; 2 in  Skipton  Rural;  and  1 each  in  the  Skipton  Urban,  Haworth 
Urban,  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  Districts.  In  all,  58  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
78  last  year,  and  82  in  1895,  and  these  were  distributed  as  follows  Sedbergh  Rural,  5 ; 
Settle  Rural,  13  ; Skipton  Rural,  16  ; Keighley  Rural,  4 ; Skipton  Urban,  8 ; Silsden 
Urban,  9 ; Haworth  Urban,  2 ; and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  1.  Of  the  total  58  reported,  35 
were  males,  and  23  females  ; 4 were  under  five,  and  54  over  five  years  of  age. 

Continued  Fever.  No  death  was  returned  under  this  head,  as  compared  with  2 last 
year.  In  all,  11  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  16  last  year.  These  occurred  as 
follows  : — 1 in  Silsdeu  Urban  ; 2 in  Oakworth  Urban  ; 5 in  Haworth  Urban  ; and  3 in 
Oxenhope  Urban  Districts.  Of  these,  3 were  males,  and  8 females ; and  all  were  over  five 
years  of  age. 

% 

Puerperal  Fever.  No  death  was  registered  from  this  cause.  Only  2 cases  were 
notified,  and  these  occurred — 1 each  in  the  Settle  Rural  and  Oxenhope  Urban  Districts. 

Erysipelas.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  erysipelas,  as  compared  with  5 last  year,  and  2 
in  1895.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  the  Skipton  Rural  and  1 in  the  Silsden  Urban  Districts. 
There  were  89  cases  notified,  as  compared  with  102  last  year  and  71  in  1895,  and  these 
were  distributed  as  follows: — Sedbergh  Rural,  4;  Settle  Rural,  11  ; Skipton  Rural,  14; 
Keighley  Rural,  2;  Skipton  Urban,  16;  Silsden  Urban,  14;  Oakworth  Urban,  11; 
Haworth  Urban,  13  ; Oxenhope  Urban,  3 ; and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  1.  Of  these,  36  were 
males,  and  53  females ; 1 was  under  and  88  over  five  years  of  age. 

Measles.  Twenty-five  deaths  were  returned  from  this  cause,  as  compared  with  8 last 
year,  and  7 in  1895.  These  took  place  as  follows 7 in  the  Skipton  Rural,  5 in  Skipton 
Urban,  6 in  Silsden  Urban,  2 in  Barnoldswick  Urban,  and  1 each  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural, 
Settle  Rural,  Keighley  Rural,  Oakworth  Urban,  and  Haworth  Urban  Districts.  Measles 
was  very  prevalent  throughout  the  year,  occurring  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District  at 
Sedbergh  in  September,  at  Dent  in  February,  at  Garsdale  in  April,  and  at  Cautley  in 
November  ; in  the  Settle  Rural  District,  at  Hellifield  in  June,  at  Thornton-in-Lonsdale  in 
September,  and  at  Kirkby  Malham  in  November ; in  the  Skipton  Rural  District,  at  Embsay 
in  February,  at  Coniston  Cold  and  Kildwick  in  March,  at  Earby  and  Kelbrook  in  October, 
and  at  Salterforth  in  November ; in  the  Keighley  Rural  District,  at  East  Morton  in 
February;  at  Skipton  in  January;  at  Silsden  in  January;  and  in  the  Oakworth  Urban 
District,  at  Oakworth  and  Oldfield  in  February.  This  disease  is  not  included  in  the  Noti- 
fication Act  in  force  in  any  of  the  Districts,  and  individual  cases  are  not  reported.  Of  the 
deaths,  24  were  under  five  years,  and  1 over  five  years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough.  Thirty  deaths  were  returned  from  this  disease,  as  compared  with 
17  last  year,  and  38  in  1895.  These  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Skipton  Rural,  10 ; 
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Silsden  Urban,  8 ; Skipton  Urban,  5 ; Settle  Rural,  2 ; and  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural, 
Keighley  Rural,  Oakworth  Urban,  Haworth  Urban,  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  Districts,  each 
1.  This  disease  was  prevalent  in  the  Skipton  Rural  District  at  Cononley  in  March,  and 
Thornton-in-Craven  in  April ; at  Silsden  in  January  and  February ; and  in  Skipton  in 
December.  Whooping  cough  is  not  notifiable  under  the  Act,  and  no  individual  cases  were 
reported.  Of  the  deaths,  29  were  under  five,  and  1 over  five  years  of  age. 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery.  Nine  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head,  as  compared 
with  13  last  year,  and  24  in  1895.  These  occurred  as  follows: — Skipton  Urban,  2 ; 
Barnoldswick  Urban,  3;  Haworth  Urban,  2;  and  1 each  in  the  Settle  Rural  and  Skipton 
Rural  Districts.  Of  the  deaths,  7 were  under  and  2 over  five  years  of  age. 

Influenza.  Nineteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  and  its  complications,  as 
compared  with  14  last  year,  and  49  in  1895.  These  deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — Settle 
Rural,  3 ; Skipton  Rural,  4 ; Skipton  Urban,  1 ; Oakworth  Urban,  1 ; Haworth  Urban,  2; 
and  Barnoldswick  Urban,  8. 

Phthisis.  The  deaths  returned  from  consumption  were  101  in  number,  as  against  106 
last  year,  and  119  in  1895. 

The  details  of  the  various  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  will  appear  in  the  local 
reports. 

Table  showing  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
diseases  included  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  : — 


Disease. 

Male. 

Female. 

—5. 

+ 5. 

Total. 

Smallpox 

• • 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Scarlatina  

52 

71 

36 

87 

123 

Diphtheria  

6 

1 

5 

6 

Membranous  Croup  .... 

7 

8 

14 

1 

15 

Typhus  Fever 

• • 

• • 

Typhoid  Fever  

35 

23 

4 

54 

58 

Continued  Fever 

3 

8 

. . 

11 

11 

Relapsing  Fever 

. . 

• • 

. • 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

Cholera  

. . 

• • 

• • ! 

Erysipelas  

36 

53 

1 

88 

89 

Total  

139 

165 

56 

248 

304 

Schools  Closed.  The  following  Schools  were  closed  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence 
of  infectious  disease  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  with  a view  to  checking  its  spread  : — For 
Scarlet  Fever — -In  the  Oxenhope  Urban  District,  the  National  School,  the  Lowertown  Board 
School,  and  the  Horkinstone  School,  in  October.  For  Measles — In  the  Sedbergh  Rural 
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District,  the  Dent  National  School  in  February,  the  Sedbergh  National  and  British  Schools 
in  September,  the  Garsdale  National  School  in  April,  and  the  Cautley  School  in  November ; 
in  the  Settle  Rural  District,  the  National  Schools  at  Hellifield  in  June,  and  Thcrnton-in- 
Lonsdale  in  September,  and  the  Kirkby  Malbam  Board  School  in  November;  in  the  Skipton 
Rural  District,  the  Embsay  Natioual  and  British  Schools  in  February,  the  Coniston  Cold 
National  School  in  March,  the  Kildwick  National  School  in  March,  the  Earby  Wesleyan 
and  Board  Schools  in  October,  the  Kelbrook  Board  School  in  October,  and  the  Salterforth 
National  School  in  November ; in  the  Keighley  Rural  District,  the  East  Morton  National 
School  in  February  ; in  the  Skipton  Urban  District,  all  the  schools  in  January  ; in  the 
Oakworth  Urban  District,  the  Oakworth  and  Oldfield  Board  Schools  in  February.  For 
Whooping  Cough — In  the  Skipton  Rural.  District,  the  Cononley  National  School  in  March. 
For  Mumps — In  the  Skipton  Rural  District,  the  Lothersdale  Board  School  in  January,  and 
the  Kildwick  National  School  in  February. 

In  each  case  I have  reported  the  closure  of  the  school  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  County  Council,  in  accordance  with  their  General  Order. 

Removal  op  Cases  to  Hospital.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Giggleswick 
Hospital  in  the  Settle  Rural  District  contained  7 cases  of  scarlatina  which  had  been 
admitted  towards  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  and  these  were  discharged  in  February. 
No  fresh  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  Joint  Temporary  Hospital  at  Skipton 
belonging  to  the  Skipton  Rural  and  Skipton  and  Silsden  Urban  Districts  was  used  for  the 
isolation  of  33  cases  of  scarlatina,  18  from  the  Rural,  and  16  from  the  Urban  District.  The 
Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  in  the  Keighley  Rural  District  was 
used  during  the<--  ear  for  the  isolation  of  the  following  cases  from  Districts  within  the  Combi- 
nation : Keighley  Rural — Scarlatina  3,  Typhoid  Fever  3 ; Oakworth  LTrban — Scarlatina  1 ; 
Haworth  Urban — Scarlatina  3 ; Oxenhope  Urban — Scarlatina  9.  Total  cases  isolated  in 
hospitals,  52. 

In  no  instance  had  I to  apply  to  the  Magistrates  for  an  Order  under  sect.  124  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  a case  to  hospital.  No  legal  pro- 
ceedings have  been  takeu  this  year  uuder  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
for  failure  to  notify.  Legal  proceedings  under  section  126  for  exposure  of  infecfg  persons 
were  instituted  in  one  instance  at  Settle,  but  we  failel  to  obtain  a conviction  owing  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  evidence. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

A summary  of  these,  classified  as  to  age,  disease,  and  locality,  together  with  their 
respective  rates,  will  be  found  in  Tables  V.,  VI.,  and  VII. 

Births.  The  births  registered  during  1897  were  2,089  in  number,  an  increase  of  34 
upon  last  year.  This  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  25 '6  per  1,000,  the  same  as  last  year, 
as  compared  with  26*9  in  1895.  Of  the  total  births  1,152  took  place  in  the  Rural,  and 
937  in  the  Urban  Districts,  as  against  1,108  and  947  in  1896,  and  give  the  respective  birth- 
rates of  25-5  and  25-7  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  was  highest  in  the  Barnoldswick  Urban 
(31-8)  and  Skipton  Rural  (28'9)  Districts,  and  lowest  in  the  Oakworth  Urban  District  (16  8). 

Deaths.  There  were  1,230  deaths  registered  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District. 
This  is  an  increase  of  69  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  for  the  Combined 
District  of  15*1  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  144  last  year  (the  lowest  ever  recorded) 
and  17*2  in  1895.  Of  the  total  deaths,  650  belonged  to  the  Rural,  and  580  to  the  Urban 
Districts,  as  against  647  and  514  during  1896;  giving  respective  death-rates  of  1 4*4  and 
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15*9  per  1,000.  The  highest  death-rate  is  found  in  the  Silsden  Urbau  District  (19-2)r 
Barnoldswick  Urban  being  next  (16'9),  aud  the  lowest  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District  (12-9). 

Infant  Mortality.  Of  the  1,230  deaths,  243  were  those  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age  (103  in  the  Rural  and  140  in  the  Urban  Districts).  This  is  equivalent  to  an  infant 
mortality  of  11  -6  per  cent,  of  registered  births,  as  compared  with  11-0  last  year  aud  13 -4  in 
1895.  The  highest  rate  is  furnished  by  the  Silsden  Urban  District  (21  *2 ),  Barnoldswick 
Urban  coming  next  (19*7).  The  lowest  infant  mortality  is  found  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural 
District  (2-5)  and  Oxenhope  Urban  District  (6’2).  Among  children  under  five  years  of  age 
there  were  366  deaths,  as  compared  with  333  last  year,  and  422  in  1895.  This  gives  a 
percentage  to  total  deaths  of  29*7,  as  compared  with  28*3  last  year,  and  31*3  in  1895.  The 
highest  percentage  is  reached  in  the  Silsden  Urban  (47 -5)  and  Barnoldswick  Urban  Districts 
(44*6),  and  the  lowest  in  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District  (7‘5). 

Among  persons  aged  60  and  upwards  there  were  474  deaths.  This  gives  a percentage 
to  total  deaths  of  38*5,  as  compared  with  34 -7  last  year,  and  37 "6  in  1895.  The  largest 
percentage  is  reached  in  the  Oak  worth  Urban  District  (59 -0),  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District 
coming  next  (52-8)  ; and  the  lowest  in  the  Barnoldswick  Urban  (18-0). 

Causes  of  Death.  Under  the  head  of  diseases  of  the  lungs  (bronchitis,  pneumonia, 
and  pleurisy),  241  deaths  were  returned,  as  against  239  last  year,  and  283  in  1895  ; from 
influenza  and  its  complications,  19,  as  compared  with  14  last  year,  and  49  in  1895  ; from 
diseases  of  the  heart,  136,  as  compared  with  132  last  year,  aud  141  in  1895  ; and  from 
consumption,  101,  as  against  106  last  year,  aud  119  in  1895. 

Zymotic  Rate.  The  zymotic  rate  is  calculated,  as  heretofore,  upon  the  deaths  returned 
from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  as  designated  by  the  Registrar  General,  viz.  : — 
Smallpox,  measles,  scarlatina,  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup,  whooping  cough,  fever 
(including  typhus,  enteric  or  typhoid,  and  other  doubtful),  and  diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 
The  zymotic  rate  for  the  whole  District  is  DO  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  IT  last 
year,  and  1*3  in  1895.  The  highest  zymotic  rate  occurs  in  the  Silsden  Urban  District  (3.8), 
Oxenhope  Urban  being  next  (1*5) ; while  the  lowest  appears  in  the  Keighley  Rural  (0-3) 
and  Settle  Rural  (0*44  Districts. 

METEOROLOGICAL  RETURNS. 

In  Tables  I.  to  IV.  will  be  found  Rainfall  Returns  from  22  stations  in  different  drain- 
age areas  of  the  District,  and  also  records  of  mean  daily  temperature  of  each  month,  taken 
at  Skipton  and  Austwick. 

Of  the  22  returns  for  the  year,  13  had  their  highest  monthly  rainfall  in  August,  5 in 
December,  and  4 in  March.  The  highest  individual  monthly  record  occurred  at  Arncliffe  in 
December,  and  amounted  to  11 ‘00  inches,  the  next  highest  being  recorded  at  Malham  Tarn 
for  August,  amounting  to  10-28  inches.  The  highest  rainfall  for  the  year  is  also  as  usual 
recorded  at  Arncliffe,  amounting  to  68-59  inches,  Malham  Tarn  coming  next  with  62-73 
inches.  With  only  one  exception,  the  rainfall  this  year  was  above  the  average  for  a number 
of  years  past.  The  number  of  days  on  which  -01  or  more  inches  fell  exceeded  200  in  nine 
instances,  the  largest  number  occurring  at  the  two  Barden  Reservoirs  (each  233).  The 
greatest  rainfall  in  24  hours  was  registered  at  Malham  Tarn  (2-90)  on  August  5th, 
Arncliffe  coming  next  (2 -75)  on  the  same  date.  In  four  instances  the  daily  rainfall  exceeded 
2-0  inches. 

I have  specially  to  thank  Mr.  James  Watson,  Engineer  to  the  Waterworks  of  the 
Bradford  Corporation;  and  also  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Shuffrey,  of  Arncliffe;  Messrs.  W.  Morrison, 
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of  Malham  Tarn  ; J.  Handley,  of  Sedbergh ; J.  Howson,  of  Austwick  ; E.  Townsend,  of 
Skipton  ; and  J.  W.  Shepherd,  of  Settle,  for  kindly  supplying  this  information. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 

Combined  Sanitary  Authorities  of  Craven. 

Settle,  February  19th,  1898. 
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TABLE  VI. 


TABLE  showing  Population,  Births  and  Deaths,  classified  according  to  Disease,  Age,  and  Locality,  for  the  year  1897,  in  the  Craven  Combined  Districts. 
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Ages. 


Mortality  prom  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


Mortality  from  Disease,  under  5 Years  and  above  5 Years. 
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36 
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19 

t All  Deaths  in  Union  Workhouse  included. 


* This  Total  includes  4 deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  6 from  Typhoid  Fever,  which  occurred  in  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton 
Banks,  but  do  not  belong  to  the  District. 

f This  Total  includes  all  the  Deaths  registered  in  Combined  District,  but  contains  1 Death  belonging  to  Trawden,  in  Lancashire,  which  took  place  in  the  Skipton  Workhouse. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Showing  the  Birth  and  Death  Bates  in  the  Craven  Combined  District  for  each  of  the  20  years  1878-97. 


'*  Including  the  Sedbergh  Kural  District.  f Excluding  the  Barnoldswick  Urban  District.  J Includes  both. 
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SANITARY  DISTRICTS  OF  CRAV 


SEDBERGH 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1897. 


Area,  52,665  acres ; Rateable  Value  (1897),  J£31,621 ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  986;  (1891),  903;  Population  enumerated  (1871),  4,990; 
(1881),  4,079;  (1891),  4,040;  Estimated  (1897),  4,090. 

Inspection  of  District.  This  District  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection 
throughout  the  past  year,  and  special  visits  have  also  been  made  in  connection  with  out- 
breaks of  infectious  disease.  Special  house-to-house  inspection  has  also  been  made  of 
Upper  Dentdale  and  Deepdale,  and  of  the  hamlet  of  Grisedale  in  G-arsdale. 

Sanitary  Condition  and 'Progre-ss;  Water  Supply.  Sedbergh  town  is  supplied 
with  water  from  springs,  and  an  extensive  gathering  ground  on  the  hills  to  the  North  of 
the  town.  A large  additional  storage  reservoir  was  constructed  in  1886,  but  this 
unfortunately  could  not  be  used,  as  it  was  found  in  the  following  year  to  be  leaking  con- 
siderably. The  first  re-lining  of  the  reservoir  was  carried  out  in  1895,  but  this  was  found 
to  crack  again  in  places.  These  cracks  were  filled  up  with  cement  last  year.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  year  it  was  feared  that  the  reservoir  was  again  showing  signs  of  leakage,  but 
this  happily  ceased,  owing  probably  to  slight  cracks  being  silted  up,  and  during  the  year 
the  supply  has  been  good  and  constant.  This  year  the  supply  has  been  slightly  increased 
by  the  cutting  of  trenches  to  fresh  springs  on  the  gathering  ground  on  the  “ Crook  ” side 
of  Settlebeck  Gill,  not  far  from  the  main  intake,  and  it  is  contemplated  by  the  Committee 
to  pipe  these,  when  it  is  hoped  a substantial  addition  to  the  present  supply  will  be  obtained. 
There  has  been  no  extension  of  water-main  laid  this  year,  and  now  that  the  storage 
appears  to  be  permanent,  an  extension  to  Millthrop  should  be  considered.  The  village  of 
Dent  is  supplied  by  a central  public  fountain,  and  other  parts  of  the  District  obtain  their 
supply  from  wells,  springs,  and  running  streams. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  town  of  Sedbergh  is  the  only  part  of  the  District 
where  there  is  a system  of  sewers.  In  1894  additions  were  made  to  this,  and  a scheme  for 
the  sewage  disposal  was  carried  out,  which  had  been  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Radford,  C.E., 
of  Nottingham.  The  sewage  is  dealt  with  on  4f-  acres  of  land  adjoining  Birks  Mill,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Bawthay,  after  it  has  passed  through  a circular  “Ives”  tank. 
Complaints  have  been  received  throughout  the  year  from  the  West  Riding  Rivers’  Board, 
and  from  the  County  Council,  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  working  of  the  sewage  farm,  and 
the  overflow  of  crude  sewage  into  the  river,  and  difficulties  have  again  been  experienced 
with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  “ Ives  ” tank.  The  Authority  appointed  a new 
manager,  Christopher  Garnett,  at  a salary  of  25s.  per  week,  early  in  November,  and  the 
Committee  was  empowered  to  engage  Wm.  Winn,  the  former  manager,  for  such  times 
during  the  ensuing  winter  as  they  might  think  desirable,  there  being  a doubt  as  to  whether 
it  might  be  necessary  to  drain  the  subsoil  of  the  farm. 

In  connection  with  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Dent,  a second  Local  Government  Board 
Inquiry  was  held  in  June  of  last  year  into  a scheme  prepared  by  Mr.  Horsfall,  of  Halifax. 
After  the  alterations  suggested  in  the  scheme  by  the  Local  Government  Board  had  been 
made,  sanction  was  given  to  borrow  £1,445  (£975  for  30  years,  aud  £470  for  50  years)  on 
June  1st  last.  The  contract  for  the  work  was  let  to  Messrs.  Dirkin,  of  Kendal,  for  £900, 
and  the  main  sewerage  is  nearly  completed. 
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Three  acres  of  land  were  purchased  for  irrigation,  and  the  sewage,  after  passing 
through  a small  screening  chamber,  will  be  dealt  with  by  intermittent  land  filtration.  A 
large  portion  of  the  field  requires  levelling,  and  owing  to  this  a good  tip  will  be  provided 
for  some  time  to  come  for  all  dry  ashes  from  Dent.  I have  to  thank  the  Engineer, 
Mr.  R.  Edgar  Horsfall,  for  the  following  details  of  the  main  sewers  laid  during  the  year  : 

DENT  SEWERAGE. 


Sewer. 

Size  of  Pipe. 

Length  put  in. 

Man-holes. 

Lamp-holes. 

Remarks. 

Sewer  No.  1 . . 

9in. 

164  yds. 

1 

3 

£ Finished. 

„ 2.. 

9in. 

70  yds. 

Nearly  „ 

„ 3.. 

9in. 

374  yds. 

4 

3 

Finished. 

„ 4.. 

9in. 

26  yds. 

1 

?> 

5 . . 

9in. 

439  yds. 

5 

2 

?? 

Other  Sewers 

9in. 

27  yds. 

. . 

?? 

)> 

6in. 

72  yds. 

5) 

All  junctions  have  been  left  in  above  sewers  for  house-to-house  connections. 

A portion  of  the  sod  and  soil  has  been  taken  off  the  irrigation  area  to  allow  for  tipping  and 
levelling  up  to  carriers. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.  In  Sedbergh  town  there  are  a number  of  water 
closets,  but  throughout  the  District  the  forms  mostly  in  use  are  the  common  privy 
midden  and  the  block  privy.  The  ashpits  are  for  the  most  part  uncovered,  and 
frequently  sunk  below  the  ground  level.  The  scavenging  depends  upon  the  tenants, 
and  the  intervention  of  the  Inspector  is  often  required  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  contents 
of  the  ashpits.  Nightsoil  is  disposed  of  to  farmers,  and  ashes  and  rubbish  were  used  until 
recently  for  filling  up  hollows  in  the  town  cricket  field.  The  refuse  has  been  tipped  on  the 
sewage  farm.  The  Council  is  now  in  communication  with  Mrs.  Cotteril -Dormer  for  the 
purchase  or  otherwise  of  a low-lying  and  unproductive  field  on  the  “ Borrad  Farm,”  adjoining 
the  lane  leading  to  the  sewage  farm,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a tipping  place  for  refuse 
for  the  town  of  Sedbergh.  Should  they  be  successful  in  obtaining  this,  the  question  of 
letting  the  scavenging  of  Sedbergh  by  contract  should  again  be  considered.  The  County 
Council  suggested  that  some  scheme  of  scavenging  should  be  adopted  at  Dent.  The 
Council  replied  that  they  contemplated  dealing  with  this  matter  when  the  sewage  farm  was 
completed,  as  it  was  intended  to  provide  a proper  tip  for  refuse  there.  Improvement  is 
being  made  in  the  ashpit  accommodation  in  Dent. 

Byf.-Laws  and  Urban  Powers.  This  Authority  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“ Common  Lodging  Houses,”  and  these  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
1886;  and  has  adopted  the  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  a “Cemetery”  for  the 
contributory  place  of  Sedbergh.  These  last  were  allowed  on  May  9th,  1890.  The  Rural 
District  Council  has  recently  decided  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Urban 
Powers  under  sections  169  ^paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170,  and  under  sections  157  and 
158  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  enable  them  to  frame  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“ Slaughter-houses,”  and  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings.”  No  regulations  have  been  issued 
under  the  “Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886.”  In  1894  powers  were  granted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  under  Section  49  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment)  Act,  1890. 
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Infectious  Hospital.  This  Authority  has  no  permanent  hospital  for  the  isolation  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease.  In  1894  a barn  on  the  Riggs  was  furnished  as  a temporary 
hospital  for  smallpox  cases,  and  an  iron  building  purchased  and  erected  as  an  administra- 
tive block.  During  a storm  on  June  16th,  the  barn  used  as  a ward-block  collapsed, 
and  is  now  in  a ruinous  state.  The  temporary  building  used  as  the  administrative  block 
was  thoroughly  cleaned  and  re-painted  this  year,  and  is  kept  in  good  condition.  An 
attempt  is  being  made  to  purchase  the  site  with  a view  to  the  re -erection  of  the  wai'd-block 
for  the  isolation  of  smallpox  cases.  The  Council  should  again  consider  the  question 
of  providing  a permanent  hospital  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  other  infectious  diseases,, 
together  with  a proper  steam-disinfector  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,. 
and  an  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases. 

Street  Improvements.  The  pulling  down  and  widening  of  Finkle-street,  which 
is  the  main  approach  to  the  Grammar  School,  and  to  Millthrop  and  Dent,  and  which 
has  for  some  years  been  contemplated  by  the  Council,  was  this  year  undertaken  by  public 
subscription,  as  a commemoration  of  Her  Majesty’s  Diamond  Jubilee.  This  will  be  a great 
improvement  to  the  town. 

“Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.”  Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst.  Two  of  these  were  pro- 
nounced to  be  “ genuine,”  and  three  of  “ fair  quality,”  and  one  “ very  inferior  quality,” 
but  not  sufficiently  bad  to  justify  its  positive  condemnation. 

“Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.”  I presented  a special  report  in 
August  on  the  “ Black  Bull  Hotel  premises”  in  Sedbergh,  and  notice  was  served  on  the 
owner  to  put  the  premises  in  proper  habitable  repair,  otherwise  the  District  Council  would 
take  steps  to  close  the  house  as  “ unfit  for  habitation.”  The  property  then  changed  hands, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  new  owner  intends  to  pull  down  and  re-build  the  premises. 

Rainfall.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Handley  for  details  respecting  the  rainfall  at 
Briggflats,  near  Sedbergh  : — 


Year.  Rainfall  in  inches. 

1884  45-83 

1885  48-3 

1886  63-06 

1887  35-00 

1888  41-11 

1889  44-22 

1890  54-02 

1891  61-23 

1892  58-87' 

1893  47-00 


Average  for  10  years  49-86 

1894  54-05 

1895  47-17 

1896  49-75 

1897  57-19 


The  rainfall  for  the  past  year  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1892,  and  is  6-99  above  the 
average  for  the  previous  thirteen  years.  The  number  of  days  on  which  -01  inches  or  more 
fell  was  204,  and  the  greatest  rainfall  in  24  hours  occurred  on  November  14th,  amounting 
to  2-05  inches. 
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Population.  At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  4,990,  and  that  of  1881  was 
4,079,  the  decrease  being  due  to  the  removal  of  the  navvies  on  the  completion  of  the  Settle 
and  Carlisle  branch  of  the  Midland  Railway.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was  found  to  be 
4,040,  living  in  903  houses.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1897  to  be  4,090 
living  in  983  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-l  per  house. 


Births.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  78  (37  males  and  41 
females).  This  is  a decrease  of  20  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate 
of  19’0  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  24-0  last  year,  and  20’5  in  1895.  The  births  were 
distributed  as  follows : — Sedbergh,  57 ; Dent,  14  ; and  Garsdale,  7 ; giving  respective 
birth-rates  of  23-7,  12-2,  and  12-9.  The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  25. 

Deaths.  The  total  deaths  returned  were  53  in  number  (23  males  and  30  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  1 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  12-9 
per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  12-7  last  year,  and  15*6  in  1895.  The  deaths  were 
distributed  as  follows: — Sedbergh,  32  ; Dent,  16;  and  Garsdale,  5 ; giving  respective  death- 
rates  of  13'3,  13-9,  and  9'2. 


The  deaths  occurred  in  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

1889  

25  

, . . . 11  

16  

19 

1890  

35  

21  

20  

16 

1891  ... 

16  

...  24  

18  

12 

1892  

22  

...  15  

17  

12 

1893  

15  

, . . . 16  

15  

16 

1894  

21  

...  18  

14  

19 

1895  

17  

...  26  

7 

14 

1896  

17  

...  13  

11  

11 

1897  

16  

...  15  

13  
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MORTALITY  AS  TO 

AGE. 

Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Total. 

Deaths  under  1 year  

1 

1 

. • 

2 

„ over  1 and  under  5 . . 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  5 ,,  15 . . 

1 

2 

3 

,,  „ 15  ,,  25 . . 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  25  ,,  60 . . 

t 

5 

4 

16 

» „ 60  

21 

6 

1 

28 

At  all  ages 

32. 

16 

5 

53 

Longevity.  Among  the  deaths  over  60  years,  15  were  those  of  persons  over  70,  4 of 
persons  over  80,  and  2 of  persons  over  90  years  of  age. 
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Tables  of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Sedbergh  for 
the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 


— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age.  . . . 
+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  .... 


Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlatina  

Diphtheria 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  

Continued”  | ?Ph”S  " — 

Fevers.  ! Enteric  or  Typhoid . . 

) Of  other  or  doubtful 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera  

Rheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ague  

Influenza  

Phthisis  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries  

Diseases  not  named  above 


Total 


(a)  TOTAL  DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Sedbergh 

R.S.D. 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

8 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

19 

1 

7 

4 

2 

30 

1 

31 

3 

13 

5 

4 

49 
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NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(b)  out-door  sickness. 

Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

Sedbergh 

R.S.D. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age \ 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  ' 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

Smallpox  

Measles 

Scarlatina  

1 

2 

i 

7 

2 

2 

11 

Diphtheria 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”)  

Whooping  Cough 

“ Continued  ” \ P^s  

-ni  > Enteric  

2 

3 

5 

1 evei  s j Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera  

Rheumatic  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever  

Ague 

3 

i 

4 

Total 

1 

7 

1 

11 

2 

2 

20 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  the  estimated  population,  births  and  deaths,  for  the  years  1880 -97 
inclusive,  with  average  for  the  decade  1880-89  : — 


Tear. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1880 

4,079 

Census. 

137 

64 

1881 

4,079 

112 

63 

1882 

4,100 

101 

68 

1883 

4,100 

95 

81 

1884 

4,100 

100 

54 

1885 

4,150 

113 

78 

1886 

4,180 

109 

70 

1887 

4,200 

94 

66 

1888 

4,220 

93 

54 

1889 

4,240 

112 

71 

Average  for  decade  1880-89. 

4,144 

106 

66 

1890 

4,260 

Census. 

84 

92 

1891 

4,040 

106 

70 

1892 

4,050 

105 

66 

1893 

4,060 

93 

62 

1894 

4,070 

109 

72 

1895 

4,080 

84 

64 

1896 

4,080 

98 

52 

1897 

4,090 

78 

53 

The  number  of  births  this  year  is  the  lowest  on  record,  and  the  deaths  are,  with  the 
exception  of  last  year,  the  lowest  recorded  number. 
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TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  fifteen  years  1883-97  inclusive,  and  the 
average  for  the  decade  1880-89  : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1883 

23-1 

19-7 

16-0 

13-6 

18-5 

4 

1884 

24-3 

13-1 

12-9 

7-0 

18-5 

3 

1885 

27-2 

18-7 

14-1 

9-7 

25-6 

7 

1886 

26-0 

16-7 

15-5 

10-0 

20-0 

1 

1887 

22-3 

15-7 

21-2 

14-8 

28-7 

3 

1888 

22-0 

12-8 

16-6 

9-6 

22-2 

3 

1889 

26-4 

16-7 

15-4 

9-8 

16-9 

1 

Mean  for 
decade 
1880-89. 

25-6 

16-0 

15-0 

9-6 

21-2 

2-9 

1890 

19-7 

21-5 

11-9 

13-0 

15-2 

3 

1891 

26-2 

17-3 

11-4 

7-5 

14-2 

1 

1892 

25-9 

16-2 

21-2 

13-3 

24-2 

10 

1893 

22-9 

15-2 

17-7 

11-8 

27-4 

1 

1894 

26-7 

17-6 

16-6 

11-0 

23-6 

3 

1895 

20-5 

15-6 

15-6 

11-9 

18-7 

4 

1896 

24-0 

12-7 

7-6 

4-0 

11-5 

2 

1897 

190 

129 

37 

25 

75 

3 

The  birth-rate  is  the  lowest  upon  record,  and  the  general  death-rate  is  also,  with  the 
exception  of  last  year’s,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  this  District.  The  infant  mortality 
and  the  percentages  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five  years 
are  each  the  lowest  recorded.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  28 
deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  52-8,  which  is  the  highest  this  year  in  the 
Combined  District. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  53-5  (56-0  for  males 
and  51 -6  for  females),  as  compared  with  50-6  last  year. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  uncertified 
deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  1897  : — 


Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Sedbergh. 

Dent. 

Garsdale. 

1897. 

Certified  

31 

15 

5 

96-2 

Uncertified  

1 

1 

3-7 

Inquests  
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


• Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Thurseill,  Sedbergh  

F 

1 day 

33 

A tel  ec.ta.si  s . 

Blandsgill,  Dent 

M 

Apoplexy. 

TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1,000  deaths,  for  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

6 

1-4 

113 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

9 

2-2 

169 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

2 

0-4 

37-7 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

1 

0-2 

18-8 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  the  greatest  increase  in  the  deaths  is  due  to  Diseases 
of  the  Lungs. 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox  

• • 

Measles 

1 

18-8 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

15-6 

19-2 

Diphtheria  and  Mem-  1 
branous  Croup  . . ( 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

18-8 

Fever 

4 

75-4 

Diarrhoea 

Totals  

1 

1 

6 

156 

192 

113 
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Six  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head,  which  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  1*4 
per  1,000  living.  Twenty-two  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  were  received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  17  last  year,  and  36  in  1895. 

Scarlatina.  There  was  no  death  from  this  cause,  but  13  cases  were  notified.  A 
single  case  occurred  in  Main -street,  Sedbergh,  in  January,  in  a boy  of  11  years.  This  case 
was  well  isolated  and  precautions  were  taken,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  The 
origin  could  not  be  ascertained.  There  were  three  cases  in  one  house  in  Flintergill,  Dent, 
in  February,  in  girls  of  3,  19,  and  22  years  of  age  respectively.  Here  there  was  no  clue  to 
the  origin.  Precautions  were  taken  and  there  was  no  further  spread.  Two  single  cases 
of  a very  mild  type  occurred  at  the  M.R.  Cottages,  Hawes  Junction,  in  May,  in  children 
of  eight  and  five  years.  Here  the  disease  was  imported  from  the  neighbouring  Union, 
and  the  infection  was  caught  at  school.  Two  cases  occurred  in  one  house  at  Lane  Ends, 
Sedbergh,  in  September,  in  children  of  eight  and  three  years  of  age.  The  disease  appeared 
to  have  been  imported  by  a hawker.  Single  cases  also  occurred  in  September,  at  “ Low- 
ground,”  Dent,  “ Parks,”  Deepdale,  and  in  Dent  village.  Two  cases,  in  children  of  five 
and  six,  took  place  in  one  house  in  Dent  village  in  December.  These  were  isolated,  and 
there  was  no  spread.  The  source  of  infection  was  not  traceable  in  these  cases. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Four  deaths  were  returned  as  from  typhoid  fever,  and  one  other 
case  was  notified.  The  first  case,  which  terminated  fatally,  was  that  of  a man  aged  52 — 
the  schoolmaster  at  Howgill  School-house,  in  January.  Here  the  premises  were  in  a very 
unsatisfactory  condition.  The  slopstone  pipe  discharged  untrapped  into  a pipe  issuing  on 
the  bank  about  eight  yards  below  the  house,  and  here  the  ground  was  sodden  with  stagnant 
sewage.  The  school  privies  discharging  into  an  uncovered  ashpit  between  them,  which  was 
in  a very  foul  condition,  were  situated  on  higher  ground,  and  not  far  from  the  back  of  the 
house.  Steps  were  taken  to  rectify  these  conditions.  The  next  of  these  fatal  cases  occurred 
at  Flintergill,  Dent,  in  March,  in  a married  woman  of  31.  It  was  thought  that  the  illness 
was  contracted  while  on  a visit  to  Bradford,  and  no  nuisance  was  found  in  connection  with 
the  house  drainage.  In  April  a case,  mild  in  type,  was  reported  at  “ The  Oaks,”  Marth- 
waite,  in  a boy  of  12.  The  drainage  from  the  house  was  disconnected,  and  was  conveyed 
away  in  pipes,  but  at  the  outfall  in  an  orchard,  the  sewage  from  this  and  other  houses  had 
been  allowed  to  stagnate  in  a pool.  The  attention  of  the  owners  of  the  property  was  called 
to  this.  The  water  supply  was  derived  from  a deep  well  situated  under  a barn,  but  the 
results  of  analysis  of  a sample  of  the  water  showed  no  signs  of  pollution.  There  were  no 
further  cases.  The  next  reported  case  occurred  in  September,  at  “ Clint,”  in  Dentdale,  in 
a boy  of  nine  years.  The  house  was  an  old  one  and  very  damp,  the  kitchen  floor  being 
four  feet  below  the  ground  level  at  the  back,  and  there  was  no  proper  drainage.  The  case 
ended  fatally  after  three  weeks’  illness.  The  last  case  was  that  of  the  innkeeper  of  the 
“ George  and  Dragon,”  in  Dent,  a man  of  35,  and  occurred  in  November.  He  was  a man 
who  travelled  a good  deal  and  may  have  contracted  his  illness  elsewhere,  but  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises  was  not  satisfactory  ; the  drains  were  partly  of  pipe  and  partly  of 
stone,  and  there  was  a w.c.  in  the  house,  the  soil-pipe  of  which  was  not  ventilated.  These 
matters  were  about  to  be  rectified  as  soon  as  the  main  sewerage  of  Dent  was  completed. 
This  case  terminated  fatally  after  three  weeks’  illness.  Precautions  were  given  and  dis- 
infectants supplied  in  all  cases. 

Measles.  A single  death  was  returned  from  measles,  complicated  with  pneumonia 
and  pleurisy,  in  a girl  of  eight  years,  at  Sedbergh,  in  November. 

Whooping  Cough.  One  death  was  registered  from  whooping  cough,  complicated 
with  bronchitis,  in  a child  of  fourteen  months,  at  Gate,  Dent,  in  July. 

Erysipelas.  No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  but  four  cases  were  notified. 
These  occurred  in  March,  June,  September,  and  November,  in  adults.  Two  of  them  took 
place  in  the  Sedbergh  Workhouse. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  percentages 
of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  township  of  the  District  during 
1897:— 


Township. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Percentage  of  Deaths  under  1 

year  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 

year  to  registered  births. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  5 

years  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  per- 

sons aged  GO  and  upwards 
to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  7 principal 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

From  Violence. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 

Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Sedbergh 

2404 

57 

32 

23-7 

13-3 

0-8 

3-1 

1-7 

3-1 

65-6 

3-1 

18-7 

9-3 

Dent  

1147 

14 

16 

12-2 

13-9 

3-4 

6-2 

7T 

18-7 

37-5 

18-7 

6-2 

Garsdale  . . 

539 

7 

5 

12-9 

9-2 

20-0 

20-0 

Sedbergh  Rural  ) 
Sanitary  District  j 

5090 

78 

53 

19-0 

12-9 

1-4 

3-7 

2-5 

7-5 

52-8 

1-8 

16-9 

9-4 

Sedbergh  township  has  the  highest  birth-rate,  and  a satisfactorily  low  death-rate,  con- 
sidering that  as  much  as  65-6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  those  of  persons  over  60. 


TABLE  VII. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK,  &c.,  completed  in  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 


No.  of  Complaints  received 

No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year  

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

Ditto  Trapped  and  Ventilated 

Privies  and  Water  Closets,  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c. . . 

Ditto  supplied  with  Water  

Water  Closets  provided  

Pail  Closets  provided  

Houses  provided  with  Drains 

Houses  provided  with  Water  supply 

Ashpits,  new  provided 

Ditto,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  j 

Animal  and  other  Refuse  ) 

Eaves  Troughs  provided  

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 

Closure  of  Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation 

Overcrowding  

Samples  taken  under  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ” 
Total  No.  of  Summonses,  or  other  Legal  Proceedings 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  Disinfected  Ditto  

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  

Bakehouses  Inspected  

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 

Premises  Examined  under  “Factory  & Workshop  Act” 


Tb 

<v 

S 

T3 

u 

►j 

< 

Vl 

o 

Q 

EH 

10  

2 

3 

15 

3 

0 

0 

3 

70  .... 

11 

95 

176 

9 

0 

0 

9 

7 .... 

5 

5 

17 

9 

2 

2 

13 

15  

0 

0 

15 

15  .... 

0 

0 

15 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

5 

5 

10 

4 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

8 

10 

4 ... 

0 

0 

4 

16  .... 

0 

2 

18 

8 

0 

0 

8 

2 

0 

2 

4 

1 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

6 (milk) 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

0 

o 

6 .... 

0 

8 

14 

2 .... 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

3 

7 .... 

0 

3 

10 

4 ... 

0 

7 

11 

JOHN  PUNCH,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Common  Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  &c.  There  is  at  present  no  Common 
Lodging-house  in  the  District.  The  Slaughter-houses  were  specially  reported  upon  this  year 
and  found  structurally  defective,  and  the  District  Council  then  decided  to  apply  for  Urban 
Powers  under  Sec.  169  (paragraphs  2 and  3),  and  170  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
There  are  1 0 Dairies  and  Coivsheds  entered  on  the  register.  These  are  fairly  kept,  but  no 
regulations  with  respect  to  them  have  yet  been  made.  One  instance  of  overcrowding  was 
reported,  and  this  was  abated  after  notice.  No  unsound  meat  has,  to  my  knowledge,  been 
exposed  for  sale.  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  caused  by  defective  drainage,  and  for  dampness  of  house  at  Cautley. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  The  extension  of  the  public  water  supply,  if  thought  advisable,  to  the  hamlet 
of  Millthrop. 

2.  To  complete  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Dent,  and  further  improve  the  closet  and 
ashpit  accommodation. 

3.  To  consider  the  undertaking  by  the  Council,  or  by  contract  under  the  Council,  of 
the  regular  and  proper  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  in  the  town  of  Sedbergli. 

4.  Upon  receiving  sanction  for  Urban  Powers,  under  Secs.  157  and  158,  and  under 
Secs.  169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  frame  bye-laws 
with  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings  ” and  “ Slaughter-houses,”  and  to  draw  up  a 
series  of  Regulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  and 
enforce  the  same. 


FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council, 
February,  1898. 


EDMONDSON  AND  CO.#  PRINTERS,  S KIPTON, 
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SETTLE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1897. 


Area,  151,942  acres  ; Rateable  Value  (1897),  £142,552  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  2,977;  (1881 J,  2,854  ; (1891),  2,873 ; Population  enumerated 
(1871),  15,134  ; (1881),  13,800  ; (1891),  14,071  ; Estimated  (1897) 
14,250. 


Inspection  of  District. — All  parts  of  this  district  have  during  the  past  year  been 
visited  and  inspected  with  more  or  less  frequency,  as  circumstances  required,  by  myself 
and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  out- 
breaks of  infectious  disease. 

County  Council  Inspection. — In  consequence  of  numerous  complaints  which  the 
County  Council  have  received  at  various  times  relating  to  unsanitary  conditions  in  the 
Settle  Rural  District,  Dr.  Kaye,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  was  instructed  to  make  a 
report  to  his  Sanitary  Committee  on  the  Settle  Rural  District  as  a whole.  For  this 
purpose,  he  instituted  a house-to-house  survey  of  the  District,  and  in  many  of  his  tours 
of  inspection  he  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Foxcroft  and  myself.  Dr.  Kaye  presented  his 
report  to  his  Sanitary  Committee  in  May  last,  and  copies  were  forwarded  to  the  District 
Council  for  perusal,  tagetlier  with  an  invitation  for  a deputation  to  visit  Wakefield  and 
discuss  the  various  matters  requiring  attention  in  the  District.  The  deputation  met  the 
Committee  at  Wakefield,  on  October  22nd,  and  gave  certain  undertakings  that  the  more 
urgent  matters  referred  to  in  the  report  should  have  their  immediate  consideration. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress — Water  Supply. — Schemes  of  public  water 
supply  have  during  recent  years  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  Settle, 
Giggleswick,  and  Stackhouse,  Ingleton,  and  High  and  Low  Bentham.  The  villages  of 
Longpreston  and  Burton-in-Lonsdale  have  been  supplied  by  private  companies.  At 
Clapham,  the  village  is  supplied  from  the  lake  by  the  principal  owner  of  property.  The 
hamlets  of  Hanlith,  Halton  West,  Litton,  Halton  Gill,  and  Foxup  have  water  piped  into 
the  houses.  At  Langcliffe  and  Stainforth  the  supply  is  piped  to  watering  places  in  the 
village,  from  which  it  is  fetched  by  the  inhabitants.  Scostlirop  is  supplied  from  a public 
pump,  and  Kirkby  Malliam  by  a stand-pipe.  The  principal  owner  of  property  at  Arncliffe 
has  this  year  piped  water  from  a spring  into  the  village,  and  a number  of  the  houses  are 
connected  with  the  main.  During  the  past  year  the  principal  owner  of  property  at 
Rathmell  has  laid  a main  into  the  village,  and  the  majority  of  the  houses  have  water 
piped  into  them. 

At  Settle,  no  shortness  of  supply  was  experienced  this  year,  and  the  question  of 
increasing  the  supply  has  not  been  considered.  No  extension  has  been  laid. 
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At  Langcliffe,  numerous  trial-holes  have  been  sunk  this  year  with  a view  of  finding 
water  to  augment  the  present  supply.  Only  one  promised  a sufficient  yield,  but  this  will 
have  to  be  tested  through  a dry  season,  and  a scheme  is  on  foot  to  supply  by  means  of  stand 
pipes  those  portions  of  the  village  which  are  not  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  central 
fountain.  On  account  of  the  manifest  pollution  of  a public  dipping  well  on  the  Green  at 
Langcliffe,  we  had  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  close  it,  and  an  Order  was  obtained  from 
the  Magistrates  for  that  purpose. 

At  Ingleton,  with  a view  to  increasing  the  storage  capacity  in  connection  with  this 
supply,  the  District  Council  has  been  in  negotiation  with  the  owner  of  land  adjoining 
the  site  of  the  reservoir  with  a view  to  purchasing  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  but  the 
sum  demanded  was  considered  exorbitant.  In  connection  with  the  Ingleton  supply,  an 
extension  of  water-main  has  been  laid  this  year,  consisting  of  110  yards  of  2-incli  main 
from  the  bottom  of  Bell  Horse  Gate  to  Club  Villas. 

At  Bentham,  the  Parish  Council  made  a request  to  the  District  Council,  at  their 
November  meeting,  that  they  would  undertake  the  piping  of  the  supply  from  the  springs 
at  the  source  to  the  existing  storage  reservoir,  on  account  of  the  liability  to  pollution  at 
present  between  these  points.  This  was  originally  intended,  but  was  abandoned  in 
consequence  of  the  unreasonable  terms  then  demanded  by  the  Lord  of  the  Manor.  The 
Clerk  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  Col.  Foster’s  agent  on  the  subject. 

The  scheme  for  the  Newby  Waterworks  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  February,  and  the  contract  for  the  work  was  let  to  Mr.  Henry  Slinger,  of 
Bentham,  for  £99,  in  April,  and  this  scheme  was  satisfactorily  completed  in  September. 

The  question  of  supplying  the  hamlets  of  Higher  and  Lower  Westhouse  with  water 
has  been  again  considered,  and  instructions  have  been  given  to  prepare  a scheme  for  this 
supply,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  water  rights  and  land  on  which  to 
construct  a reservoir. 

Other  places  in  the  district  are  dependent  for  their  water  supply  upon  springs,  wells, 
and  running  streams. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — This  Authority  has  during  recent  years  carried  out 
complete  schemes  of  sewerage  for  Settle,  Giggleswick,  Langcliffe  and  Stackhouse, 
Ingleton,  High  and  Low  Bentham,  and  Hellifield,  and  the  sewage  is  in  each  case  dealt 
with  by  irrigation.  The  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Stainforth  has  been  completed  this 
year,  and  I have  to  thank  the  Engineer,  Mr  R.  B.  Broster,  for  the  following  description 
of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year  in  connection  with  it  : — 

STAINFORTH  SEWERAGE. 


These  works,  which  were  commenced  in  September,  1896,  were  completed  in  April, 
1897.  Since  the  last  report  the  following  work  has  been  executed  : — 


Locality. 

Length  of 
Pipes. 

Size  of 
Pipes. 

M.  H. 

V. 

From  Settling  Tanks  to  M.  H.  on  N.E.  of  Settle 
and  Carlisle  Railway 

72 

9 

0 

0 

From  M.  H.  in  Goat  Scar  Lane  to  a point  near 
Beck  

55 

9 

0 

0 

Total  

127 

9 

0 

0 

At  the  last-named  point  a flushing  chamber  is  constructed,  so  that  the  sewer  may  be 
flushed  with  water  from  the  beck. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

Land  to  the  extent  of  acres  was  purchased  from  Mrs.  Stackhouse  for  these  works 
on  the  S.  W.  of  the  Settle  and  Carlisle  Railway,  and  adjoining  the  Stainfortlx  Beck.  About 
one  acre  of  this  has  been  utilised  in  forming  roads,  embankments,  and  intermittent 
downward  filtration  bays,  and  in  building  boundary  walls  and  settling  tanks. 

The  tanks  are  fitted  with  skimming  boards  and  penstocks,  and  the  sewage  is  allowed 
to  flow  in  a 6-inch  covered  carrier  to  distributing  wells,  whence  it  may  be  turned  on  to 
either  of  the  bays  at  will. 

There  are  three  bays  at  different  heights  ; the  one  adjoining  the  tanks  being  at  the 
highest  level  : from  this  to  the  lower  one  is  a slope,  and  again  from  the  latter  to  the 
lowest,  which  is  bounded  by  a road  leading  from  the  approach  road  to  another  up  the 
beck  side  to  a sludge  pit,  which  is  provided  to  receive  sediment  after  the  liquid  sewage 
has  been  run  out  of  the  tanks. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  sewerage  of  the  hamlet  of  Newby  was  delayed  until 
October,  so  as  not  to  interfere  unduly  with  meadow  land  which  had  to  be  passed  through. 
Sanction  was  obtained  to  the  loan  of  £280,  in  February.  The  contract  was  let  to  Mr. 
Henry  Slinger,  of  Bentham,  for  £164,  and  the  scheme  was  completed  early  in  December. 

Sanction  was  given  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  March  to  a loan  of  £3,300, 
to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  village  of  Long- 
preston,  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  Armistead,  C.E.,  of  Bingley.  The  contract  for  the  work  was 
let  in  June  to  Mr.  Tlios.  Smith,  of  Shipley,  for  £2,495,  and  the  work  is  proceeding  slowly. 

The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  received  in  May  to  a loan  of  £1,800, 
to  carry  out  the  scheme,  prepared  by  Mr.  R.  Armistead,  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  of  the  village  of  Clapham.  Mr.  Tlios.  Smith  obtained  the  contract  for  the 
work  for  £1,342,  and  the  work  was  commenced  in  October,  and  is  still  proceeding. 

At  the  close  of  last  year  Mr.  Foxcroft  reported  upon  certain  lengths  of  sewer  in  Settle, 
which  he  had  examined  and  found  to  be  defective,  with  open  joints  which  permitted  the 
escape  of  sewage,  and  not  laid  in  accordance  with  the  original  plans.  These  lengths  had 
frequently  become  blocked.  Since  these  blockages  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  it 
became  manifest  that  certain  lengths  of  sewer  would  have  to  be  taken  up  and  re-laid.  In 
September  the  District  Council  decided  to  call  in  Mr.  R.  B.  Broster,  C.E.,  of  Keighley, 
to  report  upon  these  lengths,  and  the  best  means  of  remedying  them;  also  as  to  the 
construction  of  a sewer  for  new  property  on  Raisich  Hill,  and  to  relieve  the  Pool’s  Row 
section  from  Upper  Settle.  His  report  was  presented  in  December. 

Blockages  have  also  occurred  on  the  system  in  the  Langcliffe  main-outfall  sewer,  and 
it  is  probable  eventually  that  a large  portion  of  the  system  will  have  to  be  re-laid. 

In  connection  with  the  Ingleton  sewerage,  an  extension  of  the  main  sewer  was  laid 
this  year,  consisting  of  115  yards  of  9-inch  pipes  from  New  Road  to  new  property  on  the 
Holly  Tree  Estate. 

At  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  March  3rd, 
by  Col.  W.  Langton  Coke,  M.I.C.E.,  into  an  application  for  a Provisional  Order  for  the 
compulsory  purchase  of  2 acres  3 roods  of  a field  known  as  Parks  Bottom  for 
the  purpose  of  sewage  disposal.  In  August  the  Clerk  reported  that  the  Order  had 
been  confirmed  by  Parliament.  Negotiations  were  opened  with  the  agent  to  the 
owner  with  the  object  of  avoiding  arbitration,  but  the  sum  asked  was  considered 
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exorbitant.  The  West  Riding  Rivers’  Board  then  threatened  proceedings  unless  the 
works  were  commenced  by  January  1st,  1898.  The  District  Council,  in  view  of  the 
difficulties,  asked  to  be  allowed  time  to  consider  whether  the  adoption  of  one  of  the  new 
biological  processes  might  not  be  feasible,  and  to  dispense  with  this  site. 

In  places  where  a system  of  sewerage  has  not  been  carried  out,  the  rubble  highway 
drains  are  used  as  sewers,  and  these  empty  into  the  nearest  watercourse.  The  private 
drainage  is  also  of  rubble,  except  in  the  case  of  recent  erection,  and  where  the  drainage 
of  old  property  has  been  altered. 

Rivers  Pollution. — Complaints  have  again  been  received  this  year  from  the  West 
Riding  Rivers  Board  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  High  and  Low  Bentham,  Ingleton,  and  Settle  were  managed,  and  a deputation 
from  the  District  Council  was  asked  to  meet  Dr.  Wilson  and  his  Inspector  on  the  various 
farms.  They  met  on  October  20th,  and  the  evidence  of  river  pollution  from  these  sources 
was  very  manifest  and  convincing,  the  sewage  in  the  cases  of  High  and  Low  Bentham 
being  turned  in  a crude  state  direct  into  the  river  by  the  shortest  course.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Foxcroft  received  instructions  to  prepare  plans 
for  the  proper  laying  out  and  levelling  of  the  sewage  farm  at  Ingleton  and  High  and  Low 
Bentham. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  common  privy-midden  is  the  method  of 
excrement  disposal  mostly  in  use  throughout  the  district.  In  those  places  where  sewers 
have  been  provided,  -water-closets  have  in  many  instances  been  substituted,  and  the  con- 
version of  privies  into  water-closets  is  constantly  urged.  There  are  a few  asli-closets 
and  privies  furnished  with  moveable  receptacles.  All  new  privies  are  constructed  in 
accordance  with  the  bye-laws  in  force.  The  Sanitary  Authority  does  not  undertake  the 
removal  of  refuse  in  any  part  of  the  district ; this  is  dependent  upon  the  tenants,  and  is 
fairly  well  done.  Difficulty  is  at  times  experienced  in  getting  rid  of  the  refuse.  Public 
tips  for  dry  ashes  and  rubbish  were  provided  in  1898  at  High  and  Low  Bentham.  At 
Ingleton  a public  tip  is  provided  at  “ Fallen  Brow,”  and  at  Longpreston  the  old  tip  by 
the  beckside  is  still  in  use. 

The  suggestion  made  last  year  that  the  public  scavenging  of  Ingleton  should  be 
undertaken  was  negatived.  Dr.  Kaye,  in  his  report,  urges  that  the  District  Council  should 
undertake  the  removal  of  ashpit  and  household  refuse  in  all  the  populous  places  in  the 
District.  The  Council  has  appointed  a committee  to  consider  this  question  and  report. 
The  scavenging  should  be  adopted  in  those  places  in  the  District  already  in  possession  of 
Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  might  be  undertaken 
by  contract,  with  great  advantage  to  the  communities,  as  has  been  shown  in  the  adjoining 
Skipton  Rural  District. 

Bye-laws  and  Urban  Powers. — This  Authority  possesses  Urban  powers  under 
Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  Bentham,  Ingleton,  Longpreston,  and 
Settle  ; under  Sections  42  and  45  for  Bentham,  Ingleton,  Longpreston,  Settle,  Giggles- 
wiok,  Langclifie,  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  and  Hellifield  ; under  Sections  157  and  158  for 
Bentham,  Ingleton,  Longpreston,  Settle,  Giggleswick,  Langcliffe,  Burton-in-Lonsdale, 
and  Hellifield  ; and  under  Sections  169  (paragraphs  2 and  8)  and  170  for  Bentham, 
Ingleton,  Longpreston,  Settle,  Giggleswick,  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Thornton-in-Lonsdale, 
Clapham-cum-Newby,  Austwick,  and  Stainforth,  and  were  obtained  for  Hellifield  this 
year.  The  Authority  has  also  adopted  a code  of  bye-laws  in  accordance  with  the  Models 
with  respect  to  “ Slaughter-houses,”  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  and  with  respect  to 
the  “ Management  of  a cemetery  ” for  Ingleton.  They  adopted  the  Model  Bye-Laws 
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with  respect  to  Common  Lodging-houses,  and  these  were  allowed  in  1888.  In  1891  an 
Order  was  obtained  putting  in  force  the  provisions  of  Section  49  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  within  the  contributory  places  of  Bentham,  Giggleswick, 
Ingleton,  and  Settle.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
Shops  Order,  1886,  was  adopted  by  the  Authority,  and  came  into  force  on  January  1st, 
1890.  No  appointment  has  yet  been  made  of  an  Inspector  under  this  Order.  Application 
was  made  in  May  of  last  year  for  Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  44,  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  prevention  of  the  keeping  of  animals  on  any  premises  so  as  to  be 
injurious  to  health,  and  these  were  granted,  but  the  question  of  framing  the  bye-laws  has 
been  deferred. 

Infectious  Hospital. — This  Hospital  has  not  been  used  this  year  for  the  isolation  of 
any  fresh  cases  of  infectious  disease.  The  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  remaining  in  from 
last  year  were  all  discharged  by  February  18th,  since  which  date  it  has  remained  closed. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. — I presented  certificates,  under  Sec. 
30  of  this  Act,  to  the  District  Council  for  two  houses  known  as  “Ashwell  Villas,”  situated 
between  Selside  and  Ribblehead,  in  April  last,  as  “unfit  for  habitation.”  The  District 
Council  gave  the  necessary  instructions,  but  notices  have  not  been  served  up  to  the  close 
of  the  year,  owing  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  owner  not  being  known. 

A.  Bentham  Sub-District.—  Area,  46,296  acres;  population  (1871)  6,554,  (1881) 
5,458,  (1891)  5,437  ; includes  the  townships  of  Thornton-in-Lonsdale,  Burton-in-Lons- 
dale,  Bentham,  Ingleton,  and  Clapham-cum-Newby. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of 
age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1885 

164 

29-0 

16 

9-7 

97 

17-1 

42 

8 

1 

2 

1886 

190 

33-3 

27 

14-2 

95 

16-6 

28 

4 

. . • 

1 

1887 

182 

31-6 

8 

4-3 

75 

13-0 

31 

Average 
for  Decade, 
1878-87. 

181 

30-7 

19 

10-5 

91 

15-5 

33 

1-5 

0-9 

... 

0-9 

0-9 

0-8 

1888 

175 

30-1 

24 

13-7 

95 

16-3 

38 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1889 

159 

27-2 

19 

11-9 

95 

16-2 

29 

2 

1 

1 

1890 

155 

26-3 

18 

11-6 

98 

16-6 

41 

3 

3 

1891 

157 

28-8 

15 

9-5 

97 

17-8 

42 

1 

1 

M.  Crp. 

2 

1 

1892 

141 

25-8 

29 

20-5 

99 

18-1 

34 

1 

2 Crp. 

2 

1 

1893 

165 

30-2 

23 

13-9 

91 

16-6 

34 

1 

3 

1 

. . . 

1894 

146 

26-7 

19 

13-0 

86 

15-7 

32 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1895 

126 

23-0 

17 

13-4 

91 

16-6 

34 

2 

3 

1896 

142 

25-8 

15 

10-5 

76 

13-8 

35 

4 

... 

1897 

134 

243 

19 

141 

69 

125 

28 

... 

1 

The  birth-rate  has  only  once  been  lower,  viz.,  in  1895.  The  general  death-rate  is 
the  lowest  recorded,  and  is  3-4  below  the  average  for  the  previous  19  years.  The  infant- 
mortality  is  higher  than  usual,  and  is  2-9  above  the  average  for  the  same  period. 


6 


B.  Settle  Sub- District. —Area,  49,018  acres  ; population  (1871)  5,982,  (1881),  5,598, 
(1891)  5,763  ; includes  the  townships  of  Austwick,  Lawkland,  Horton-in-Ribblesdale, 
Langcliffe,  Stainforth,  Settle,  Giggleswick,  and  Ratkmell. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of 

age. 

( Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1885 

144 

24-9 

18 

12-5 

94 

16-2 

35 

3 

2 

3 

1886 

185 

31-8 

8 

4-3 

71 

12-2 

30 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

1887 

133 

31-3 

12 

6-5 

66 

11-2 

24 

1 

1 

Average 
for  Decade. 
1878-87. 

174 

29-9 

17 

10-1 

85 

14-7 

33 

0-7 

0-8 

06 

0-6 

2-2 

0'8 

1888 

182 

30-9 

24 

13-1 

91 

15-4 

26 

. . . 

8 

2 

1889 

152 

25-6 

18 

11-8 

95 

16-0 

42 

3 

2 

... 

1 

1890 

152 

25-5 

16 

10-5 

84 

14-1 

27 

2 

1891 

149 

25-8 

24 

16-1 

101 

17-5 

33 

3 

1 

1892 

167 

28-9 

15 

8-9 

79 

13-6 

37 

1 

. . • 

2 

1893 

152 

26-2 

19 

12-5 

71 

12-2 

31 

1 

1 

1 Croup 

3 

1894 

147 

25-3 

21 

14-2 

80 

13-8 

26 

1 

2 

3 

1 

... 

1895 

146 

25-1 

17 

11-6 

77 

13-2 

30 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1896 

131 

22-5 

14 

10-6 

57 

9-8 

23 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1897 

143 

245 

9 

62 

71 

121 

31 

1 

The  birth-rate,  though  higher  than  last  year,  is  much  below  the  average.  The  death- 


rate  is  2-2  below  the  average  for  the  previous  19  years.  The  infant-mortality  is  the 
lowest  upon  record  with  the  exception  of  that  for  1886.  The  deaths  from  measles 
occurred  at  Newhouses,  Horton,  in  April. 


C.  Longpreston  Sub-District — Area,  16,297  acres;  population  (1871)  1,372,  (1881) 
1,620,  (1891),  1,798  ; includes  the  townships  of  Tosside,  Wigglesworth,  Longpreston, 


Hellifield,  West  Halton,  Swinden,  and  Nappa. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of 
age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

l 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1885 

48 

22-2 

4 

8-3 

23 

13-4 

8 

i 

2 

1886 

45 

26-0 

2 

4-4 

27 

15-6 

14 

1 

1887 

51 

29-1 

2 

3-9 

24 

18-7 

16 

1 

Average 
for  Decade, 
1878-87. 

45 

28-1 

3-8 

8-7 

24 

15-6 

11 

... 

... 

o-i 

o-i 

0-4 

04 

0-3 

1888 

56 

31-7 

7 

12-5 

36 

20-4 

12 

1889 

47 

26-8 

3 

6-3 

28 

15-7 

16 

1 

1890 

41 

22-8 

2 

4-8 

24 

13-4 

8 

3 

1891 

49 

27-2 

6 

12  2 

35 

19-4 

20 

1892 

41 

22-6 

2 

4-8 

20 

11-0 

12 

Croup. 

1 

1893 

42 

23-2 

3 

7-1 

22 

12-1 

10 

l 

1894 

40 

22-0 

3 

7-5 

29 

15-9 

17 

... 

1895 

56 

30-7 

3 

5-3 

32 

17-5 

16 

• • 

1 

1896 

42 

23-0 

5 

11-9 

24 

13-1 

14 

... 

... 

1 

1897 

49  26  7 

4 

81 

to 

131 

12 

... 

... 

1 

2 

The  birth-rate  is  about  the  average. 


The  death-rate  is  2-3  below 


the  average  for  the 


previous  19  years.  The  death  from  whooping  cough  occurred  at  Long  Preston  in 
November,  and  the  two  deaths  returned  as  typhoid  fever  took  place  in  one  house  at  Long- 


preston in  August  and  September. 
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D.  Kirhby  Malham  Sub-District. — Area,  22,828  acres  ; population  (1871)  878,  (1881) 
762,  (1891)  753 ; includes  the  townships  of  Otterburn,  Airton,  Scosthrop,  Kirkby 
Malham,  Hanlith,  Malham,  and  Malham  Moor. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth  rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 

registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  . 

age.  ) 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1885 

24 

29-7 

2 

8-3 

5 

6-1 

1 

1886 

19 

22-9 

10 

12-0 

4 

1887 

21 

24-7 

1 

4'7 

11 

12-9 

4 

1 

Average 
for  Decade 
1878-87. 

19 

23-5 

1-9 

9'4 

12 

15-5 

4-9 

0-2 

... 

0-3 

1888 

19 

21-9 

4 

21-0 

14 

16-1 

6 

... 

1889 

12 

13-6 

4 

4-5 

2 

1890 

23 

25-7 

1 

4-3 

12 

13-4 

6 

1891 

24 

31-8 

2 

8-3 

17 

22-5 

8 

1892 

9 

11-9 

2 

22-2 

14 

18-5 

5 

1 

1893 

22 

28-9 

4 

18-1 

12 

15-7 

4 

1894 

12 

15-6 

2 

16-6 

10 

13-0 

4 

1895 

14 

18-1 

5 

35-7 

11 

14-2 

3 

. . . 

1 

1896 

18 

23-2 

1 

5-5 

15 

19-3 

8 

1 

1897 

14 

179 

12 

153 

11 

1 

The  birth-rate  is  4 5 below  the  average  for  the  previous  19  years.  The  death-rate  is 
exactly  the  average  for  the  period.  Of  the  total  12  deaths,  11  were  those  of  persons  over 
60  years  of  age.  The  death  from  whooping  cough  occurred  at  Airton  in  January. 

E.  Arncliffe  Sub-District — Area,  18,008  acres;  population  (1871)  348,  (1881),  362, 
(1891)  320  ; includes  tlie  townships  of  Hawkswick,  Arncliffe,  Litton,  and  Halton  Gill. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

I 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate.  < 

Deaths  over  60  years  of 
age. 

Smallpox.  ® 

1 

Measles. 

Scarlatina.  ; 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1885 

5 

12-7 

1 

20-0 

10 

25-5 

5 

1 

1886 

11 

27-3 

3 

7-4 

3 

1887 

5 

12-1 

4 

9-7 

3 

Average 

8 

25-1 

0-6 

for  Decade 

5-0 

5-4 

13-9 

2-7 

0-1 

0-1 

1878-87. 

1888 

3 

7-1 

1 

33-8 

9 

21-3 

5 

... 

1889 

5 

11-8 

1 

20-0 

6 

13-8 

4 

1890 

3 

6-7 

3 

6-7 

2 

... 

1891 

5 

15-6 

2 

6-2 

... 

1892 

5 

15-6 

3 

9-3 

1 

1893 

5 

15-6 

5 

15-6 

5 

... 

1894 

8 

25-0 

1 

3-1 

1 

1895 

7 

21-8 

1 

14-2 

3 

9-3 

1 

1 

1896 

6 

18-7 

1 

16-6 

6 

18-7 

2 

... 

1897 

6 

242 

... 

4 

13  3 

2 

... 

The  birth-rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  years  with  the  exception  of  that 
for  1894,  and  is  3-8  above  the  average  for  the  previous  19  years.  The  death-rate  is 
slightly  above  the  average. 
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Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  346  in  number  (165  males  and  181 
females).  This  is  an  increase  of  seven  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  24-2  per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  23-8  last  year,  and  24-5  in  1895. 
The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  156. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  189  in  number  (100  males  and  89  females), 
including  nine  which  took  place  in  the  Giggleswick  Workhouse.  To  this  must  be  added 
one  death  which  occurred  outside  the  district  belonging  thereto,  making  the  total  deaths  190 
belonging  to  the  district.  This  is  an  increase  of  three  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent 
to  a death-rate  of  13’3  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  13-1  last  year,  and  15‘7  in  1895. 

Ages  at  Death.— Among  children  under  one  year  of  age  there  were  34  deaths, 
as  compared  with  36  and  44  in  the  two  preceding  years.  This  gives  a percentage  to  total 
deaths  of  17‘8,  and  an  infant  mortality  of  9'8  per  cent,  of  registered  births.  Among 
children  under  five  years  there  were  45  deaths,  as  against  50  and  66  in  the  last  two 
years.  This  gives  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  23’6.  Among  persons  aged  60  years 
and  upwards  there  were  89  deaths,  as  compared  with  87  last  year,  and  91  in  1895.  This 
gives  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  46-8. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  in  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 


1885 

1st  Quarter. 
74  

2nd  Quarter. 
51  . . 

3rd  Quarter. 

44 

4th  Quarter. 
66 

1886 

67  

57  

40  

50 

1887 

47  

57 

40 

44 

1888 

76  

65  

46 

65 

1889 

67  

52  

59  ... 

64 

1890 

68  

57  

40  

...  63 

1891 

66  

85  

50 

61 

1892 

82  

64  

37  

36 

1893 

48  

49  

42 

. . 67 

1894 

76  

48  

35  

58 

1895 

62  

60  

46  . ... 

56 

1896 

39  

50  

38 

60 

1897 

54  

45  

46  

44 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  are  included  in  the  above  figures. 


The  following  Tables,  I.  to  VI.,  are,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  uniform  with  those 
of  previous  years  : — 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  the  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  for  the  years  1885-97  inclusive, 
with  the  average  for  the  ten  years,  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Marriages. 

1885 

385 

235 

108 

1886 

450 

214 

100 

1887 

441 

188 

78 

Average  for 

decade 

428 

231 

93 

1878-87. 

1888 

435 

252 

76 

1889 

378 

242 

77 

1890 

376 

228 

84 

1891 

384 

262 

99 

1892 

363 

219 

94 

1893 

386 

206 

89  j 

1894 

353 

217 

87 

1895 

349 

224 

81 

1896 

339 

187 

89 

1897 

346 

190 

84 

The  number  of  births  is,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  last  year,  the  lowest  annual 
number  recorded,  and  the  number  of  deaths  has  only  been  lower  in  the  years  1896  and 


1887. 
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TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  twelve  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  the 
average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

26-8 

16-3 

17-4 

10-6 

29-7 

6 

1886 

31-1 

14-7 

17-2 

8-2 

27-1 

8 

1887 

80-2 

12-8 

12-2 

5-2 

21-8 

8 

Average 
for  Decade 
1878-87 

29-3 

15-8 

18-4 

10-2 

28-1 

9-5 

1888 

29-5 

17-1 

23-8 

13-7 

33-3 

7 

1889 

25-4 

16-2 

16-9 

10-8 

26-4 

14 

1890 

25-1 

15-2 

16-6 

10-1 

25-4 

7 

1891 

27-2 

18-6 

18-3 

12-5 

25-5 

10 

1892 

25-7 

15-5 

21-9 

13-2 

26-0 

4 

1898 

273 

14-5 

23-7 

12-6 

32-0 

5 

1894 

24-9 

15-3 

21-5 

13-3 

30’7 

11 

1895 

24-5 

15-7 

19-6 

12-6 

29-4 

10 

1896 

23-8 

13-1 

19-2 

10-6 

26-7 

9 

1897 

24  2 

133 

178 

9'8 

236 

9 

The  birth  rate  has  only  been  lower,  in  1896,  and  is  8-5  below  the  average  for  the 
previous  19  years.  The  general  death  rate  has  only  been  lower  in  the  years  1896  and 
1887,  and  is  2-4  below  the  average  for  the  same  period.  The  infant  mortality  is  lower 
than  it  has  been  since  1887,  and  the  percentages  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  and  under  five  years  are  each  considerably  below  the  average.  Among 
persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  89  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths 
of  46-8. 

TABLE  . III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified  

203 

173 

169 

90-6 

92-5 

88-9 

Uncertified  

12 

3 

8 

5-3 

1-6 

4-2 

Inquests  

9 

11 

*13 

4-0 

5-8 

6-8 

* This  total  includes  Coroner’s  certificates,  or  all  uncertified  deaths  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Coroner,  in  which  it  was  considered  unnecessary  to  hold  an  inquest. 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


Locality. 

Cause  Assigned. 

Age. 

Ingleton 

Natural  Causes. 

7 days. 

Newby 

Probably  Convulsions. 

1 month. 

Low  Bentham 

Probably  Convulsions. 

13  months. 

Ridding  Lane,  Bentham 

Old  Age. 

89 

Westhouse 

Probably  Convulsions. 

2 

Ingleton 

Heart  Disease. 

63 

Low  Bentham 

Natural  Causes. 

1 hour. 

Ingleton 

Convulsions. 

3 months. 

The  uncertified  deaths  are  mostly  those  of  infants,  and  the  cause  assigned  “ convulsions.’' 


TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1,000  deaths,  for  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

18961897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  

15 

9 

6 

1-0 

0-6 

04 

66-9 

48-1 

31-5 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

45 

28 

30 

3-1 

1-9 

2-1 

200 

149 

157 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

22 

17 

12 

1-5 

1-1 

0-8 

98-2 

90-9 

63-1 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

11 

5 

15 

0-7 

0-3 

10 

49-1 

26-7 

78-9 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

11 

17 

15 

0-7 

1-1 

1-0 

49-1 

90-9 

78-9 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease  the  chief  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  is 
shown  in  that  due  to  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants.  The  deaths  due  to  Tubercular 
Diseases  have  gradually  decreased  during  the  past  three  years. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897,  together  with  the  averages  for  the  period  of  ten  years 
1868-77,  and  1878-87,  and  their  proportion  to  1,000  deaths  : — 


Diseases. 

Annual  Averages  of  10 
years  1868-1877. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 
1000  deaths  in  10 
years  1868-1877. 

Annual  Average  of  10 

years  1878-1887. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  10 

years  1878-1887. 

1895 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1895. 

1896 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1896. 

1897 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1000  deaths  in  1897. 

Smallpox  

4-4 

14-8 

o-i 

0-4 

Measles  

3-5 

11-8 

2-4 

7-2 

1 

5-2 

Scarlet  Feyer  ... 

10-2 

34-4 

2-1 

8-7 

6 

26-7 

Diphtheria  

0-8 

2-8 

0-8 

3-3 

1 

4-4 

2 

10-6 

Whooping  Cough. 

3-9 

12-8 

2-3 

9-6 

4 

17-8 

1 

5-3 

2 

10-5 

Fever 

9-5 

32-0 

4-0 

16-8 

2 

8-9 

4 

21-3 

2 

10-5 

Diarrhoea  

4-2 

14-1 

2-1 

8-9 

1 ' 

2 

8-9 

2 

10-6 

1 

5-2 

Totals  

36-5 

122-8 

13-8 

! 

[ 57-4 

15 

66-9 

9 

48-1 

6 

31-5 

Only  6 death  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  as  compared  with  9 
last  year,  and  15  in  1895.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  0-4  per  1,000  living. 


During  the  year  42  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
were  received,  as  compared  with  77  last  year,  and  113  in  1895. 

Scarlatina. — No  death  was  registered  from  scarlatina  this  year,  and  only  13  cases 
were  notified,  as  compared  with  53  last  year.  Six  of  these  occurred  in  one  house,  an 
isolated  house  at  Brackenbottom,  in  Horton  township,  in  May.  The  disease  appeared  to 
be  contracted  at  Newhouses,  where  there  were  two  cases  in  one  house  at  the  time.  One 
case  occurred  in  a boarder  at  the  Giggleswick  Grammar  School,  also  in  May,  and  this 
was  isolated.  Two  cases  in  one  house  occurred  at  Masongill,  Ingleton,  in  June.  There 
was  a single  isolated  case  at  Ingleton,  in  September,  in  a visitor,  the  disease  being  im- 
ported from  Liverpool,  and  one  at  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  in  November,  where  the  disease 
was  imported  from  Manchester.  In  all  cases  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants 
supplied. 

Diphtheria.  —No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause.  Four  cases  were  notified.  Three 
of  these  occurred  in  one  house  at  Clapham,  in  January,  the  disease  being  imported  by  a 
boy  from  school,  and  his  brother  and  father  were  subsequently  attacked.  A single  case 
occurred  at  Giggleswick,  in  May,  in  a boy  of  11  years.  The  house  is  an  old  one  in  a 
damp  situation.  The  slopstone  pipe  was  disconnected,  but  untrapped.  In  neither 
instance  was  there  any  spread  of  the  disease.  A defective  privy  which  was  a nuisance 
here  was  converted,  after  notice,  into  a water  closet. 
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Whooping  Cough. — Two  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  one  at  Airton,  in 
January,  and  one  at  Longpreston  in  November. 

Measles. — A single  death  was  returned  from  this  cause  at  Newliouses,  Horton,  in 
April.  This  disease  was  prevalent  at  Hellifield  in  June,  at  Thornton-in-Lonsdale  in 
September,  and  at  Kirkby  Malham  in  November  ; and  I had  to  recommend  the  closing 
of  the  schools  in  consequence,  the  former  for  four  weeks  and  the  latter  for  three  weeks. 
Measles  is  not  included  in  the  Notification  Act  in  force,  and  individual  cases  are  not 
reported.  Bills  giving  precautions  were  posted  in  the  locality. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Two  deaths  were  returned  as  from  typhoid  fever.  These  occurred 
in  one  house  at  Longpreston,  in  August  and  September.  They  were  cases  of  a doubtful 
nature,  the  first  occurring  in  a woman  of  48  after  a long  illness,  the  death  return  being 
the  first  intimation  of  the  case.  Her  husband,  a man  of  60,  died  from  pneumonia  after 
a fortnight's  illness.  In  all,  18  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  January,  a 
child,  aged  4,  living  in  Procter’s  Row,  Settle,  had  a mild  attack.  There  was  no  clue  to 
the  origin  of  this  case. 

In  April,  a case  was  notified  at  “ Flatt’s  Farm,”  Clapham  in  a man  of  29.  This 
case  appeared  to  be  of  a doubtful  nature,  and  the  house  drainage  was  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. Another  case  occurred  in  April,  at  Settle,  in  a good  house,  that  of  a girl  aged 
20.  Here  the  house  drains  were  found  on  examination  to  be  very  unsatisfactory, 
leaky,  and  blocked  in  places  owing  to  insufficient  fall.  The  whole  of  the  drainage  was 
re-laid.  The  next  case  was  reported  in  July,  and  was  a male  inmate  of  the  Giggleswick 
Workhouse.  In  October,  a case  was  notified  as  typhoid  fever  in  a boy  of  7,  living  in 
Terns  Street,  Giggleswick.  This  boy  was  one  of  a large  family,  nearly  all  the  members 
of  which  had  previously  suffered  from  attacks  of  influenza  of  the  gastric  type,  and  whose 
father  died  from  pneumonia  supervening.  In  the  boy’s  case,  which  was  the  last  and  the 
longest  in  duration,  typhoid-like  symptoms  supervened.  Two  cases  were  reported  in  one 
house  in  Settle  at  the  same  time.  The  first,  a girl  of  10,  was  a member  of  the  Terns 
Street  family,  staying  at  her  grandmother’s.  Her  case  was  of  a similar  nature,  but 
milder,  and  of  much  shorter  duration.  The  other  case  in  this  house,  a girl  of  19,  was 
also  a mild  case,  commencing  with  a distinct  attack  of  influenza.  In  October,  a single 
mild  case  was  reported  from  Stainfortli,  in  a girl  of  7.  At  this  house  the  slopstone  pipe 
was  found  to  be  connected  directly  with  a stone  drain  and  untrapped. 

A case  was  notified,  also  in  October,  at  the  “ Talbot  Inn,”  Settle,  in  a boy  of  12. 
This  was  mild  in  character,  and  the  patient  was  moved  into  an  adjoining  house  for 
isolation.  A gully  was  found  in  the  inn-cellar  connected  with  the  drain,  and  this  was 
said  to  smell  badly  after  heavy  rains,  the  result  of  the  backing  up  of  the  contents  of  the 
drain.  This  was  removed  and  the  drain  altered. 

Three  cases  were  reported,  iff’  November  and  December,  in  the  “ Old  Hall,” 
Giggleswick,  a very  old  building,  now  divided  into  three  tenements.  Two  cases  occurred 
in  one  family,  a man  aged  25,  and  a girl  aged  9 years,  the  other  case  being  a man  of  31. 
The  first  of  these  was  very  mild  in  character,  though  in  all  three  cases  diarrhoea  was 
present  for  a time.  The  drainage  of  this  property  was  found  to  be  in  a very  bad 
condition,  the  drain  being  leaky  and  blocked  up,  owing  to  insufficient  fall.  The  drain 
from  the  water  closets  outside  in  the  yard  was  blocked  up,  and  there  was  a large 
accumulation  of  excrement  in  a covered  manhole  through  which  the  drain  passed.  This 
drain  joined  the  outfall  drain  from  Terns  Street,  which  became  blocked  at  the  same  time. 
The  drains  were  opened  and  cleansed,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  sewer  from  this 
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joint  property  has  sufficient  fall  on  to  the  sewage  farm,  and  whether  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  it,  as  the  houses  are  the  lowest  lying  in  Giggleswick.  In  these  last  cases,  owing 
to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  drainage,  the  discharges  from  the  patients  were 
destroyed  by  cremation  on  the  house  fire,  with  excellent  results. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified  in  November  as  puerperal  fever  in  a 
woman  of  25,  living  in  Langcliffe,  and  made  a good  recovery.  No  insanitary  conditions 
were  found  on  the  premises, 

Diarrhcea.— A single  death  was  returned  from  this  cause  in  a female,  aged  68,  at 
Ingleton,  in  September. 

Erysipelas. — -No  death  was  due  to  this  cause,  but  11  cases  were  notified  throughout 
the  year.  Of  these,  five  were  males  and  six  females,  and  all  were  persons  over  five  years 
of  age. 

Influenza. — Three  deaths  were  returned  from  influenza  and  its  complications,  one  at 
Giggleswick,  already  referred  to,  one  at  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  and  one  at  Longpreston. 

TABLE  VI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  per- 
centages of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  Sub-District  of  the 
Union  during  1897. 


Sub-district. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 
year  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 
year  to  registered  births. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  5 
years  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  persons 
aged  60  and  upwards  to  total 
deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

Deaths  from  7 principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

From  Violence. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Bentham  

5497 

134 

69 

24-3 

12-5 

0-1 

27-5 

14-1 

34-7 

40'5 

1-4 

2-8 

10-1 

17-3 

Settle 

5828 

143 

71 

24-5 

12-1 

0-1 

12-6 

6-2 

15-4 

43-6 

8-4 

9-8 

9-8 

16-9 

Longpreston 

1830 

49 

24 

26-7 

13-1 

1-6 

16-6 

8-1 

29-1 

50-0 

33-3 

12-5 

Kirkby  Malham... 

780 

14 

12 

17-9 

15-3 

1-2 

8-3 

91-6 

41-6 

16-6 

Arncliffe 

320 

6 

4 

18-7 

12-5 

500 

250 

Settle  Union  

14250 

346 

U90 

24-2 

13-3 

0-4 

17-8 

9-8 

23-6 

46-8 

3-6 

5-2 

15-7 

15-7 

t Deaths  in  Workhouse  not  included  in  Sub-District  returns. 


t This  total  includes  9 other  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Giggleswick  Workhouse, 
and  1 out  of  the  district  belonging  thereto. 

In  comparing  the  rates  for  the  different  Sub-Districts,  it  will  be  seen  that  Kirkby 
Malham  has  the  highest  death-rate  (15-8),  but  no  less  than  9D6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  were  those  of  persons  over  60  years  of  age.  The  lowest  death-rate  is  that  for 
Settle  (12-1).  The  deaths  are  very  even  this  year. 
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TABLE  VII. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1897  : — 


Sub-District.  g 


CD 

P3 

No.  of  complaints  received  3 

No.  of  houses  built  7 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected  ...  62 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 5 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated  ....  9 

Sink  wastes  disconnected 7 

Sink  wastes  trapped  12 

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired, cleansed, 

&c.  7 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water  ... ...  7 

Water  closets  provided  6 

Slop  water  closets  provided  3 

Pail  closets  provided 

Houses  supplied  with  water  supply 31 

Ashpits,  new  provided  10 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 3 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  15 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung, stagnant 

water,  animal  and  other  refuse  1 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  2 

Closure  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  (re- 
ported upon)  2 

Total  No.  of  summonses,  or  other  legal 

pi’oceedings 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  1 

Houses  supplied  with  disinfectants  5 

Schools  disinfected 1 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected  2 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  6 

Premises  examined  under  “ Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  ” 1 

Plans  approved  10 

Plans  disapproved  
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13 
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35 
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... 

51 

21 

248 

30 

4 

1 

40 

22 

... 

8 

... 

... 

39 

13 

8 

7 

35 

15 

10 

7 

44 

2 

1 

10 

13 

8 

... 

... 

28 

10 

9 

• . . 

25 

6 

... 

9 

2 

... 

11 

13 

34 

8 

5 

78 

14 

8 

9 

41 

... 

3 

20 

1 

36 

2 

3 

1 

3 

... 

2 

2 

... 

2 

2 

3 

11 

1 

... 

... 

17 

1 

... 

1 

3 

2 

. . • 

4 

9 

2 

1 

18 

4 

... 

5 

4 

3 

17 

2 

... 

2 

THOMAS  A.  FOXCROFT, 

Assoc  : San  : Inst : Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — There  are  four  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  and  eighteen  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district.  These  are  registered,  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  No  instance  of  overcrowding  has  been  re- 
ported. No  unsound  meat  has  to  my  knowledge  been  exposed  for  sale.  There  are  no 
noxious  trades  in  this  district.  Legal  proceedings  were  resorted  to  in  two  instances — one  for 
the  closure  of  a public  well  at  Langcliffe,  and  a prosecution  under  Sec.  126  P.H.A.,  1875, 
in  which  we  failed  to  obtain  a conviction  owing  to  the  evidence  being  insufficient  to  con- 
vince the  magistrates. 


TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1897,  in  the 

Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Settle ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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The  matters  requiring  the  atttention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  To  augment  the  water  supply  for  Settle  and  Giggleswick,  increase  the  water  storage 

capacity  at  Ingleton,  and  provide  a proper  water  supply  for  the  hamlet  of 
Westhouse. 

2.  The  improvement  of  the  water  supplies  at  Bentham,  Longpreston,  Hellifield, 

Austwick,  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  and  Stainforth. 

3.  To  complete  the  schemes  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  Longpreston  and 

Clapliam,  and  to  provide  proper  means  of  sewerage  for  the  villages  of  Burton-in- 
Lonsdale,  Airton  and  Scosthrop,  and  Austwick. 

4.  To  consider  the  undertaking,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  of  the  public  scavenging  of 

all  the  more  populous  villages  in  the  district. 

5.  To  consider  the  adoption  of  portions  of  the  “ Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 

1890,"  and  that  portion  of  Part  III,  of  the  “ Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890,’’  which  is  applicable  to  Rural  Sanitary  Districts. 

6.  To  appoint  an  Inspector  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order,  1886, 

and  to  frame  bye-laws  under  Sec.  44  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  relating  to  the 
keeping  of  pigs. 

7.  The  provision  of  a proper  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Settle  Rural  District  Council, 

February,  1898. 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald  ” Works,  Ski 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1897. 


Area,  145,757  acres ; Bcteable  Value  ( 1 8971,  £144,249;  Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  5,115;  (1881),  estimated  5,483;  (1891),  4,621;  Population 
enumerated  (1871),  23,606;  (1881),  24,674;  (1891),  20,575; 

Estimated  (1897),  20,725. 


Inspection  of  District.  All  parts  of  this  District  have  been  subject  to  routine 
inspection  by  myself  ancl  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  past  year ; some  portions, 
of  course,  having  required  and  received  more  attention  than  others.  Special  visits  have 
also  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  or  reported  insanitary 
conditions.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  in  smaller  matters,  and  much 
good  work  has  been  done  in  the  abatement  of  common  nuisances  and  in  the  carrying  out  of 
minor  sanitary  improvements. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply.  The  only  place  in  the 
District  where  public  waterworks  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  is 
Gargrave.  This  was  done  in  1883.  Mr.  A.  W.  Stansfeld,  C.E.,  who  was  asked  to  report 
as  to  the  best  means  of  providing  increased  storage  for  water  for  the  village  of  Gargrave, 
presented  his  report  in  April  last.  He  estimated  the  provision  of  a reservoir  to  contain 
3,000,000  gallons  (a  supply  he  considered  necessary  in  times  of  drought),  equal  to  150 
days'  supply,  to  cost  £2,300  exclusive  of  land,  and  suggested  as  an  alternative  that  water 
should  be  obtained  from  the  mains  belonging  to  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Company, 
who  derive  their  water  from  Winterburn  Reservoir,  which  connection  could  be  effected  for 
about  £100.  A deputation  visited  Gargrave  springs  and  Winterburn  reservoir  in  May, 
and  from  information  obtained  it  was  gathered  that  there  was  sufficient  yield  at  the  springs, 
but  much  water  got  away  by  leakage.  It  was  then  decided  by  the  District  Council  to  apply 
to  the  Canal  Company  for  their  terms.  A Deacon’s  meter  was  placed  on  the  main,  and  the 
leakage  was  found  to  be  over  500  gallons  per  hour.  The  terms  quoted  by  the  Canal  Co. 
were  excessive.  No  shortness  of  supply  has  been  experienced  at  Gargrave  during  the  past 
year,  and  steps  to  locate  the  leakages  are  still  being  taken.  At  various  times  the 
following  places  have  been  supplied  with  water  by  private  companies: — Crosshills  and 
Glusburn,  Farnhill,  Bradley,  Embsay,  Carleton,  Cowling,  Earby,  Kelbrook,  Salterforth, 
Grassington,  Cononley,  and  Linton.  Addingham  is  supplied  through  a private  company 
from  the  Bradford  Corporation  Works  ; Burnsall  by  the  Bradford  Corporation.  Hebden 
Water-works  are  under  the  control  of  the  Distinct  Council.  During  the  summer  serious 
complaints  were  made  as  to  the  shortness  of  the  supply,  and  considerable  leakage  was 
discovered  in  the  conduit  leading  to  the  tank.  This  has  been  remedied.  The  following 
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places  are  supplied  by  the  principal  owners  of  property:— Thornton,  East  and  West  Marton, 
Bell  Busk,  Rylstone,  Hetton,  Hazlewood,  Beamsley  and  Bolton  Abbey,  Draughton, 
Stirton-cum-Thorlby,  Thorpe,  Cracoe,  and  Threshfield.  In  Lothersdale  and  Buckden 
water  is  piped  to  troughs  in  the  village. 

A small  scheme  was  prepared  last  year  by  Mr.  Rodwell  for  the  water  supply  of 
Kettlewell  and  Starbotton,  and  a Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  in  September, 
1896.  Considerable  delay  has  been  entailed  in  acquiring  the  necessary  water-rights  in 
connection  with  this  scheme.  These  were  finally  obtained  in  November,  and  forwarded  to 
the  Local  Government  Board.  In  treating  for  the  land  the  proprietors  suggested  that  a 
larger  reservoir  should  be  provided,  and  to  this  the  District  Council  agreed.  This 
necessitates  the  increase  of  the  loan  to  £700,  sanction  to  which  is  now  awaited. 

Plans  for  a scheme  of  water  supply  for  the  village  of  Applet  reewick,  prepared  last  year, 
have  been  deposited  with  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  the  date  of  inquiry  has  not  yet 
been  fixed. 

At  Holton  East,  gaugings  have  been  taken  this  year  of  the  spring  selected  for  a 
proposed  supply  for  this  hamlet,  but  the  yield  was  considered  insufficient  unless  large 
storage  capacity  were  provided,  and  no  further  steps  have  been  taken. 

At  Farnhill,  the  Water  Company  has  added  another  spring  to  their  supply  connected 
to  the  existing  mains,  and  laid  a length  of  600  yards  of  new  main. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  Complete  schemes  of  sewerage  have  during  recent  years 
been  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  villages  of  Glusburn,  Crosshills,  and 
Junction;  for  Gargrave ; for  Addin  gham  ; and  for  Thornton,  Earby,  and  Kelbrook ; and 
partial  schemes  for  Embsay,  Bradley,  and  Carleton  ; and  partial  schemes  provided  by  the 
owners  of  property  for  Kildwick  and  Threshfield. 

In  connection  with  the  Aclclingham  sewerage  scheme,  which  was  completed  last 
year,  a detached  portion  of  the  district  situated  at  Low  Mill,  and  consisting  of  21  houses, 
had  not  been  provided  for,  owing  to  their  being  below  the  level  of  the  disposal  works.  I 
recommended  that  the  proper  sewerage  of  this  property  should  be  undertaken,  and  the 
work  has  been  carried  out,  consisting  of  550  yards  of  6-inch  pipes,  with  7 man-holes,  the 
sewage  being  conveyed  to  the  tank,  from  which  it  is  pumped  daily  on  to  the  disposal  works. 

The  extensions  in  connection  with  the  Thornton,  Earby,  and  Kelbrook  scheme,  referred 
to  in  my  last  year’s  report,  involved  an  increase  of  loan  amounting  to  £600,  and  this  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  without  further  inquiry.  If  building 
operations  at  Earby  continue  at  the  present  rate,  no  doubt  further  extensions  will  be  required. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  C.E.,  prepared  a plan  for  connecting  the  proposed  outfall  sewer 
from  Salterforth  with  the  Earby  and  Kelbrook  scheme.  The  inhabitants  of  Earby,  in  view 
of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  place,  objected  to  entertain  this  scheme.  Further  attempts 
were  made  to  come  to  terms  with  the  owners  of  the  site  first  suggested  at  Salterforth,  but 
these  have  not  yet  been  arranged. 

Plans  were  prepared  for  Cononley  last  year,  and  in  consequence  of  the  delay  caused  in 
carrying  out  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village  of  Cononley,  the  District 
Council  has  received  several  communications  from  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board,  urging 
progress  in  this  matter.  The  owner  of  the  land  suggested  for  sewage  disposal,  however, 
now  declines  to  sell,,  and  the  engineer  is  instructed  to  look  out  for  another  site. 

At  Grassington,  objections  have  been  raised  by  the  land  owner  to  the  site  selected 
for  sewage  disposal  in  connection  with  the  scheme  prepared  last  year  for  the  sewerage  of 
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Grassington  village,  and  another  site  has  been  chosen.  This  has  required  a revision  of  the 
plans,  which,  together  with  the  estimates,  are  not  yet  complete. 

The  private  drainage  of  old  property  throughout  the  District  (except  where  it  has  been 
altered)  consists  of  rubble,  but  all  the  houses  erected  during  recent  years  have  their  drains 
properly  laid  in  sanitary  pipes.  Constant  improvements  are  being  made  i»  the  private 
drainage  of  houses  in  all  parts,  the  results  of  routine  inspection,  as  will  be  seen  in  Table 
VII.  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

For  further  details  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  villages  and  hamlets,  I 
must  refer  you  to  my  report  on  this  District  for  the  year  1893. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.  The  common  privy-midden  is  the  foi’m  mostly 
in  use  in  this  Rural  District.  A large  number  of  privies  with  moveable  receptacles  have 
been  provided.  In  places  where  sewerage  schemes  have  or  are  being  carried  out,  the  con- 
version of  privies  into  some  form  of  water  closet  is  encouraged,  and  slop-water 
closets  have  been  introduced  and  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily  at  Crosshills  and 
Glusburn,  Addingham,  Gargrave,  Earby,  Kelbrook,  Middleton,  and  Embsay.  The  removal 
of  night-soil  and  ash-pit  refuse  is  undertaken  by  contract  under  the  District  Council  at 
Addingham,  Cowling,  Gargrave,  and  Farnhill ; and  at  Glusburn  by  their  own  staff. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  loads  of  ashpit  refuse  and  of  night-soil 
removed,  and  the  number  of  pails  emptied  during  1897,  together  with  the  annual  cost,  in 
the  places  where  the  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  contract : — 


SCAVENGING. 


LOCALITY. 

No.  of  Loads 
of 

Ash  pit  Refuse 

No.  of  Loads  of 
Nightsoil, 
exclusive  of  Pails. 

No.  of  Pails. 

Annual  Cost  of  Scavenging. 

Addingham 

373 

o 

1,155 

£39  0 0 

Cowling  

5200 

70 

7,200 

£42  10  0 

Glusburn  

562 

15 

6,837 

Done  by  Sanitary  Staff. 

Gargrave 

362 

£22  0 0 

Farnhill  

291 

15 

5,264 

£36  0 0 

Totals  

6788 

102  ’ 

20,456 

£139  10  0 

In  comparing  this  Table  with  that  of  last  year  it  will  be  noticed  there  is  an  increase  of 
work  shown  in  columns  1 and  3,  a reduction  in  that  of  column  2,  and  a reduction  in  the 
annual  cost. 

Bye-Laws,  &c.  This  Authority  possesses  Urban  Powers  under  sections  157  and  158, 
and  under  169  (paragraphs  2 and  3)  and  170,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  Addingham, 
Bradleys  Both,  Carleton,  Cononley,  Cowling,  Embsay-cum-Eastby,  Farnhill,  Gargrave, 
Glusburn,  Grassington,  Kildwick,  Salterforth,  and  Thornton ; and  a code  of  bye-laws 
closely  assimilated  to  the  Models  was  framed,  and  allowed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  September  25th,  1888.  This  Authority  has  also  adopted  the  Model  Bye-laws 
with  respect  to  “ Common  Lodging-Houses.”  It  also  possesses  powers  under  Section  42 
for  the  townships  of  Addingham,  Cowling,  Glusburn,  Gargrave,  and  Farnhill,  and  has 
applied  this  year  for  Thornton.  Urban  Powers  applied  for  last  year  under  sections  150 
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and  156,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  were  not  granted,  but  the  Powers  of  “Public  Health 
(Building  in  Streets)  Act,  1888,”  section  3,  were  conferred  by  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  upon  the  District  Council  for  the  following  townships : — Addingham, 
Bradleys  Both,  Carleton,  Cononley,  Cowling,  Embsay-cum-Eastby,  Farnhill,  Gargrave, 
Glusburn,  Grassington,  Kildwick,  Lothersdale,  Salterforth,  and  Thornton.  Urban  Powers 
were  also  granted  last  year  under  section  160  (sub-sections  1 and  2)  for  the  same  town- 
ships, and  the  naming  of  the  streets  aud  numbering  of  the  houses  has  been  carried  out  this 
year  in  the  following  places : — Addingham,  Carleton,  Cononley,  Cowling,  Glusburn,  and 
Thornton. 

Urban  Powers  under  section  171  (sub-section  4)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  were 
applied  for,  and  granted  by  Order  in  July,  for  Addingham,  Bolton  Abbey,  Embsay-cum- 
Eastby,  and  Grassington;  and  the  same  Order  granted  Urban  Powers  under  section  150  for 
Ba,ck  Albert  Street,  Earby,  in  the  township  of  Thornton-in-Craven.  This  latter  was 
applied  for  for  the  village  of  Earby,  but  refused. 

The  District  Council  last  year  had  under  consideration  certain  amendments  and 
additions  to  its  existing  bye-laws  relating  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  and  these  were 
sanctioned  by  the  Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their 
approval.  No  reply  had  been  received  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Salterforth  Cemetery.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  the 
29th  of  September  last  by  Col.  Albert  J.  Hepper,  D.S.O.,  R.E.,  into  an  application  to 
borrow  £350  to  provide  a cemetery  for  the  township  of  Salterforth,  the  plans  having  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Rodwell.  Sanction  was  obtained  in  November,  and  the  work  will  be 
commenced  early  in  the  new  year. 

River  Pollution.  Complaints  were  received  this  year  from  the  West  Riding 
Rivers  Board  of  pollution  of  streams  by  the  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Cononley, 
Salterforth,  and  Grassington,  and  asking  what  steps  the  District  Council  intended  to  take 
to  prevent  this.  The  Council  replied  that  owing  to  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  carrying 
out  the  proposed  schemes,  in  the  acquirement  of  land  for  disposal  purposes,  they  wished  to 
have  further  time  to  consider  the  applicability  of  the  new  biological  processes  in  these 
instances. 

Skipton  Joint  Hospital.  It  will  be  remembered  that  plans  for  the  Joint  Hospital 
for  the  two  Skipton  Districts  and  the  Silsden  District  were  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Joint  Committee  at  the  close  of  last  year.  During  this  year,  unfortunately,  little  progress 
has  been  made.  The  Joint  Hospital  Committee  has  met  on  several  occasions  and  discussed 
the  terms  of  agreement  as  to  apportionment  of  beds  and  the  admission  of  pauper  cases, 
&c.,  and  these  have  had  to  be  submitted  to  the  different  Authorities  concerned  and  ocn- 
firmed  by  them,  and  the  agreements  finally  signed.  Then  it  was  discovered  at  a late  stage 
in  the  proceedings  that  the  hospital  site  could  not  be  adequately  supplied  with  water  from 
the  town’s  supply  in  Whinny  Gill  reservoir,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  construct  a 
tank  at  a higher  elevation,  taking  water  from  one  of  the  springs  supplying  the  reservoir. 
We  visited  the  various  sources  of  supply  and  took  samples  of  water,  which  were  submitted 
for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst.  That  from  Campbell’s  Well  was  selected  as  the  best, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  as  to  the  construction  of  the  tank  and  laying  of  a main 
from  this  point.  The  provisional  agreement  with  Lord  Hothfield’s  agent  for  the  purchase 
of  the  land  and  the  easements  for  the  pipes  for  both  water  supply  and  sewerage  have  also 
been  arranged,  and  with  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  Company  for  crossing  the  canal 
with  the  outfall  sewer.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  no  further  time  will  be  lost  in 
sending  up  the  plans  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  obtaining  their  sanction  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  scheme. 
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The  Joint  Temporary  Hospital  at  Skipton  was  used  this  year  for  the  isolation  of  18 
cases  of  scarlatina  from  this  District. 

Births.  The  total  births  registered  during  the  year  were  599  in  number  (309  males 
and  290  females).  This  is  an  increase  of  47  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  28-9  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  26-6  last  year,  and  27-6  in  1895.  The 
natural  increase  to  the  population  is  282. 

Deaths.  The  total  deaths  returned  were  317  (147  males  and  170  females).  To  this 
must  be  added  9 deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  who  died  in  the  Skipton  Work- 
house,  and  1 death  which  occurred  in  Patterdale,  Ullswater.  This  total  327  is  an  increase 
of  2 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  15*7  per  1,000  living,  as  compared 
with  15'7  le  st  year,  and  18T  in  1895. 

Ages  at  Death.  Among  children  under  one  year  there  were  52  deaths.  This  gives 
an  infant  mortality  of  8-6  per  cent,  of  registered  births,  and  is  equivalent  to  15*9  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths.  Among  children  under  five  there  were  79  deaths,  or  a percent- 
age to  total  deaths  of  24-1.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  131 
deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  41-8. 

The  Skipton  Union  is  divided  into  seven  sub -districts,  viz. : — Kettlewell,  Gargrave, 
Barnoldswick,  Kildwiek,  Skipton,  Addingham,  and  Grassington. 

A.  Kettlewell  Sub-District.  Area,  29,516  acres;  population  at  census  (1871), 
1,017;  (1881),  854;  (1891),  672  (340  males  and  332  females);  inhabited  houses,  165; 
persons  per  house,  4-0  ; empty  houses,  39  ; is  situated  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Wharfe 
drainage  area,  and  comprises  the  townships  of  Buckden,  Kettlewell  Parish,  and  Conistone- 
with-Kilnsey. 


Year. 

Births  registered . 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births.  ! 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles . 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

u 

05 

> 

05 

Eh 

Diarrhcea. 

1884 

19 

22-2 

10 

11-6 

3 

1885 

19 

21-9 

2 

10-5 

9 

10-3 

4 

1886 

15 

17-1 

1 

6-6 

18 

20-5 

12 

1887 

16 

18-0 

2 

12-5 

16 

18-0 

11 

Average 

for 

19 

21-6 

1-8 

10-2 

13 

14-4 

6-4 

o-i 

0-4 

0-2 

1878-87. 

1888 

15 

16-7 

1 

6-6 

5 

5*5 

1 

1889 

10 

10-9 

1 

10-0 

14 

15-3 

10 

1 

1890 

14 

15-7 

2 

14-2 

13 

14-1 

7 

1891 

11 

16-3 

12 

17-8 

10 

1892 

16 

23-8 

i 

6-2 

14 

20-8 

10 

1893 

11 

16-3 

2 

18-1 

16 

23-8 

9 

1 

1894 

16 

23-8 

2 

12-5 

5 

7-4 

3 

1895 

13 

19-3 

2 

15-3 

10 

14-8 

6 

1896 

15 

22-3 

2 

13-3 

4 

5-9 

1 

1 

1897 

19 

282 

2 

105 

9 

133 

3 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  birth-rate  is  the  highest  on  record,  the  general  death- 
rate  for  the  year  is  below  the  average  for  the  previous  19  years. 
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B.  Gargrave  Sub-District.  Area,  16,872  acres ; population  at  census  (1871), 
2,030  ; (1881),  2,117 ; (1891),  2,238  (1,044  males  and  1,194  females)  ; inhabited  houses, 
451  ; persons  per  house,  4'9  ; empty  houses,  14  ; is  situated  in  the  Aire  drainage  area,  and 
comprises  the  townships  of  Hetton,  Boardley,  Calton,  Flasby-cum-Winterburn,  Eshton, 
Coniston  Cold,  Gargrave,  and  Banknewton. 
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■s 

fa 

d 

p 

1884 

55 

25-4 

8 

14-5 

35 

16-2 

10 

1885 

73 

32-6 

7 

9-5 

35 

16-1 

12 

1 

1 

1886 

71 

32-6 

10 

14-0 

40 

18-3 

11 

1 

1 

1887 

Average 

for 

Decade 

68 

31-0 

4 

5-8 

36 

16-4 

10 

• 

i 

1 

64 

30-4 

6-4 

10-0 

35 

16-9 

11-7 

0-1 

0-2 

0-4 

0-4 

0-3 

1878-87. 

1888 

81 

36-8 

11 

13-5 

44 

20-0 

15 

i 

1 

1 

1889 

59 

26-6 

4 

6-7 

33 

14-9 

11 

1 

1 

1890 

56 

25-2 

5 

8-9 

24 

10-8 

9 

1 

1 

1891 

49 

21-8 

6 

12-2 

42 

18-7 

15 

5 

1892 

57 

25-4 

5 

8-7 

35 

15-6 

13 

1 

. , 

1 

1893 

48 

21-4 

3 

6-2 

26 

11-5 

9 

1894 

45 

20-0 

7 

15-5 

28 

12-4 

13 

1895 

62 

27-6 

5 

8-0 

25 

11*1 

10 

1 

. , 

1896 

47 

20-9 

10 

21-2 

36 

16-0 

11 

1 

Croup. 

l 

1897 

64 

284 

4 

62 

29 

12.8 

13 

... 

... 

... 

... 

The  birth-rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1888,  and  is  0-6  above  the  average  for 
the  past  19  years.  The  general  death-rate  is  2-9  below  the  average  for  the  same  period. 
44'8  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  persons  over  60  years  of  age.  The  infant 
mortality  has  only  once  been  lower. 
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C.  Barnoldswick  Sub -District.  Area,  13,752  acres;  population  at  census 
(1871),  6,224;  (1881),  7,290;  (1891),  3,847  (1,899  males,  1,943  females);  inhabited 
houses,  808 ; persons  per  house,  4*7 ; empty  houses,  56.  This  Sub-District  is  situated 
partly  in  the  Aire  and  partly  in  the  Bibble  drainage  area,  and  comprises  the  townships 
of  Martons  Both,  Salterforth,  and  Thornton-in-Craven  in  the  former,  and  Braeewell, 
Brogden-cum-Admergill,  and  Coates  in  the  latter. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Cholera. 

1884 

252 

33-8 

39 

15-4 

153 

20-5 

38 

2 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1885 

260 

34-9 

32 

12-3 

136 

18'2 

37 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1886 

253 

33-8 

23 

9-0 

124 

16-5 

30 

3 

4 

1 

12 

4 

1887 

242 

32-3 

37 

15-2 

151 

20T 

41 

1 

7 

4 

3 

2 

Average 

for 

245 

34-8 

34 

13-5 

141 

20-2 

35 

1-7 

5-5 

0-8 

1-7 

3-9 

3-9 

0-6 

1878-87. 

1888 

239 

31  6 

32 

13-3 

113 

14-9 

29 

. . . 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1889 

232 

30-5 

28 

6-8 

118 

15-5 

35 

M.  Crp. 

1 

3 

1 

1890 

193 

25-2 

27 

13  9 

130 

170 

46 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1891 

112 

29T 

19 

16-9 

67 

17-4 

26 

2 

1892 

124 

32-2 

7 

5-6 

57 

14-8 

28 

1 

2 

1893 

118 

30-6 

16 

13-5 

60 

15-5 

19 

M.  Crp. 

1 

1894 

134 

34-7 

10 

7-4 

65 

16-8 

22 

1 

1 

2 

1895 

144 

37-2 

28 

19-4 

69 

17-8 

18 

1 

4 

1896 

133 

34-4 

13 

9-7 

73 

18-8 

21 

... 

3 

2 

3 

1897 

149 

384 

21 

140 

76 

196 

15 

7 

5 

... 

1 

The  birth-rate  is  exceptionally  high,  and  is  the  highest  recorded.  The  death-rate  has  not 
been  so  high  since  the  year  1887,  and  is  1’2  above  the  average  for  the  past  19  years. 
Twelve  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 
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D.  Kildwick  Sub -District.  Area,  9,442  acres ; population  at  census  (1871),  5,648 ; 
(1881),  5,593;  (1891),  5,993  (2,822  males,  3,171  females);  inhabited  houses,  1,449; 
persons  per  house,  4-1  ; empty  houses,  131.  This  Sub-District  is  entirely  in  the  Aire 
drainage  area,  and  is  the  most  populous  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District.  It  comprises  the 
townships  of  Cononley,  Cowling,  Glusbum,  Kildwick,  Farnhill,  and  Bradleys  Both. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

1 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

i 

| Deaths  over  GO  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

| Diarrhoea. 

1 

Cholera. 

1884 

150 

26-4 

19 

12-6 

120 

17-8 

36 

2 

1 

1885 

147 

25-5 

13 

8-8 

100 

17-7 

32 

3 

1 

# # 

1886 

160 

27-6 

21 

13-1 

109 

18-6 

41 

2 

1887 

157 

27-0 

17 

10-8 

122 

20-9 

44 

5 

7 

2 

Average 

for 

Decade 

157 

27-7 

19 

12-2 

109 

19-2 

36 

o-i 

0-9 

1-7 

o-i 

1-2 

1-4 

2-3 

0-1 

1878-87. 

1888 

143 

24-4 

23 

16-0 

111 

18-9 

42 

5 

1 

1889 

149 

25-2 

17 

11-4 

100 

16-9 

43 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1890 

136 

22-9 

13 

9-7 

98 

16-5 

49 

2 

3 

1 

1891 

142 

23-6 

20 

14-0 

129 

21-5 

55 

9 

1 

2 

, . 

1892 

133 

22-1 

16 

12-0 

98 

16-3 

38 

2 

4 

2 

1893 

139 

23-1 

12 

8-6 

81 

13-4 

31 

Croup 

2 

2 

1894 

148 

24-6 

10 

6-7 

87 

14-4 

36 

1 

2 

. , 

1895 

127 

21-0 

15 

11-8 

97 

16-1 

44 

3 

1896 

151 

25-0 

15 

9-9 

79 

13-1 

30 

3 

2 

1897 

153 

253 

10 

65 

88 

145 

40 

2 

1 

| 

1 

The  birth-rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since  the  year  1887,  while  the  death-rate  is 
3-3  below  the  average  for  the  past  19  years.  The  infant  mortality  is  the  lowest  on  record. 
The  death  returned  as  from  Tyhoid  Fever  occurred  at  Cowling  in  August. 
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E.  Skipton  Sub-District.  Area,  17,773  acres  ; population  at  census  (1871),  3,426  ; 
(1881),  3,681 ; (1891),  3,225  (1,545  males,  1,680  females) ; inhabited  houses,  700  ; persons 
per  house,  4-6  ; empty  houses,  131.  This  Sub-District  is  for  the  most  part  situated  in  the 
Aire  drainage  area,  and  surrounds  the  township  and  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Skipton, 
except  on  the  south  and  east.  It  comprises  the  townships  of  Elslack,  Broughton,  Carle  ton 
Parish,  Stirton-cum-Thorlbv,  Embsay-cum-Eastby,  Halton  East,  and  Rylstone. 


Year. 

Births  registered.  1 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

j Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

I 

1884 

92 

24-7 

7 

7-6 

47 

12-6 

18 

1 

1885 

92 

24-6 

10 

10-8 

45 

12-0 

19 

1 

1 

1886 

82 

2M 

11 

13-4 

57 

15-2 

19 

1887 

99 

23-7 

13 

13-1 

54 

14-3 

19 

2 

2 

Average 

for 

Decade 

100 

27-3 

9-9 

9-8 

52 

14-5 

17 

0-5 

1-2 

0-1 

0-7 

0-7 

0-4 

1878-87. 

17-2 

1888 

102 

27T 

9 

8-8 

65 

26 

2 

1 

1 

1889 

103 

27-2 

15 

14-5 

68 

18-0 

24 

2 

1890 

88 

23-2 

10 

11-3 

57 

15-0 

25 

4 

1 

i 

1891 

91 

28-2 

17 

18-6 

71 

22-0 

28 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1892 

82 

25-3 

9 

10-9 

51 

15-7 

17 

3 

1 

1893 

93 

28-7 

12 

12-9 

72 

22-2 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1894 

87 

26-8 

7 

8-0 

34 

3 0-4 

13 

1 Croup 

1 

1895 

91 

28-0 

12 

13-1 

58 

17-8 

20 

1 

2 

4 

1896 

88 

27T 

10 

11-3 

47 

14-4 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1897 

85 

261 

8 

94 

45 

138 

22 

2 

The  birth-rate  is  0-9  below  the  average  for  the  past  19  years.  The  general  death-rate 
has  only  once  been  lower,  and  is  1-8  below  the  average  for  the  same  period.  The  infant 
mortality  is  below  the  average. 
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F.  Addingham  Sub-District.  Area,  14,234  ; population  at  census  (1871)  22,910  ; 
(1881),  3,237  ; (1891),  3,139  (1,513)  males,  1,626  females) ; inhabited  houses,  682  ; persons 
per  house,  4-6  ; empty  houses,  37.  This  is  a group  of  townships  on  the  east  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District,  and  situated  entirely  in  the  Wharfe  drainage  area.  It  comprises  the 
townships  of  Addingham,  Beamsley,  Hazlewood-cum-Storiths,  Draughton,  Bolton  Abbey, 
and  Barden. 


Year. 

Births  registered. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  children  under 

1 year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  over  60  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

1884 

92 

28  0 

13 

141 

60 

18-2 

13 

1 

1 

2 

18S5 

100 

30-4 

11 

110 

66 

20-0 

23 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1886 

104 

31-5 

17 

16-3 

63 

190 

20 

... 

. • . 

2 

1887 

110 

33-2 

8 

7-2 

50 

15-1 

16 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Average 

fur 

Decade 

102 

32-6 

14  7 

14-4 

65 

209 

19 

... 

0-9 

0-8 

0-3 

13 

M 

2-0 

1878-87. 

1888 

110 

331 

21 

190 

73 

21-9 

23 

1 

1 

1889 

77 

22-9 

12 

15-5 

62 

18  4 

30 

... 

1 

... 

2 

2 

1890 

92 

27-2 

17 

1S-4 

67 

19-8 

29 

... 

. • • 

1 

1891 

98 

31-2 

15 

15-3 

59 

18-7 

25 

2 

• • • 

2 

1892 

86 

27-3 

7 

8-1 

56 

17-8 

23 

• • • 

1 

6 

2 

1893 

95 

301 

9 

9 '4 

46 

14-6 

18 

... 

1 

Croup 

1894 

96 

30-4 

14 

14-5 

47 

15-4 

12 

l 

3 

1 

1895 

92 

291 

12 

130 

79 

24-9 

29 

3 

1 

Croup 

3 

1 Croup 

3 

1 

1896 

92 

29  0 

10 

10-8 

57 

17-9 

19 

... 

... 

2 

2 

3 

1897 

96 

302 

4 

41 

51 

160 

25 

... 

••• 

... 

1 

1 

... 

The  birth-rate  is  slightly  below  the  average.  The  general  death-rate  is  3-9  below  the 
mean  for  the  past  19  years.  The  infant  mortality  is  the  lowest  on  record.  Nearly  half  the 
deaths  were  those  of  persons  over  60. 
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G.  Grassisgton  Sub-District.  Area,  21,983  acres;  population  at  census,  (1871), 
2,351;  (1881),  1,912;  (1891),  1,461  (710  males,  751  females);  inhabited  houses,  366; 
persons  per  house,  39  ; empty  houses,  151  ; comprises  the  group  of  townships  to  the  north- 
east of  the  District,  and  is  situated  entirely  in  the  Wharfe  drainage  area.  It  contains  the 
townships  of  Appletreewick,  Hartlington,  Burusall,  Thorpe,  Cracoe,  Linton,  Threshfield, 
Grassington,  and  Hebden. 


Year. 

Registered  Births. 

Birth-rate. 

Deaths  of  Children  under  1 
year  of  age. 

Deaths  of  Children  under 

1 year.  Percentage  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Death-rate. 

Deathsover  CO  years  of  age. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Fever. 

e8 

8 

S-i 

u 

c. 

5 

1884 

48 

25-0 

5 

10  4 

41 

21-3 

14 

4 

1885 

36 

18  6 

7 

19-4 

33 

17T 

16 

. . • 

1 

l 

1886 

38 

19-6 

2 

5 2 

19 

9-8 

7 

... 

1887 

46 

23  6 

2 

4-3 

29 

14-9 

13 

• • . 

Average 

for 

Decade 

53 

25  8 

6 1 

111 

32 

15-3 

13 

02 

10 

0 1 

... 

0-3 

1878-87. 

1888 

37 

188 

8 

21-6 

30 

15-3 

13 

1 

3 

. . , 

1889 

44 

22-3 

2 

4-5 

23 

116 

16 

. • • 

, . , 

1890 

38 

191 

1 

2-6 

34 

171 

19 

• • . 

1 

1 

O 

1891 

30 

20-2 

6 

20  0 

26 

17-7 

11 

2 

. • • 

• . . 

1 

1892 

25 

17-0 

3 

120 

28 

191 

16 

... 

, . , 

1893 

32 

21  7 

4 

12-5 

25 

17  0 

11 

1894 

28 

190 

1 

3-5 

27 

18  3 

16 

• • • 

1 

1895 

43 

29  2 

7 

162 

26 

17-6 

10 

2 

. • • 

1896 

26 

17  6 

1 

3 8 

18 

12-2 

10 

1 

... 

1897 

33 

224 

2 

60 

19 

12.9 

13 

... 

The  birth-rate  is  slightly  below  the  average.  The  death-rate  is  2'8  below  the  average 
for  the  past  19  years.  Of  the  total  19  deaths,  13  were  those  of  persons  aged  60  years  and 
upwards. 
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The  following  Tables  are  uniform  with  those  of  previous  years : — 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  years 
1885-97  inclusive,  and  the  average  for  the  ten  years,  1878-87 : — 


Population  estimated  at  the  middle 
of  the  year. 

Number  of  Inha- 
bited Houses  in 
the  District. 

Births. 

Deaths.  * 

1885 

25,160 

Estimated. 

5,540 

727 

424 

1886 

25,280 

5,590 

723 

430 

1887 

25,400 

5,610 

736 

458 

Average  for  decade  1878-87 . . 

24,750 

5,415 

744 

452 

1888 

25,520 

5,640 

727 

441 

1889 

25,730 

5,650 

673 

418  ; 

1890 

25,850 

. 5,680 

617 

423 

1891 

25,575 

4,621 

533 

406 

1892 

20,600 

4,670 

523 

339 

1893 

20,625 

4,720 

536 

326 

1894 

20,650 

4,740 

554 

293 

1895 

20,675 

4,750 

572 

364 

1896 

20,700 

5,396 

552 

314 

1897 

20,725 

5,396 

599 

317 

* Exclusive  of  deaths  in  Skipton  Workhouse,  as  per  last  column  of  Table  II. 


TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  the  average  for 
the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

28-8 

17-0 

19-0 

11-2 

30-9 

6 

1886 

28-5 

17-6 

19-0 

11-7 

29-5 

15 

1887 

28-9 

19-4 

17-7 

11-2 

30-7 

10 

Average  for 
decade 
1878-87. 

30-0 

18-8 

19-9 

12-3 

32-1 

11 

1888 

28-4 

17-9 

22-9 

14-4 

30-6 

16 

1889 

26-1 

164 

31-5 

11-7 

24-3 

5 

1890 

23-8 

16-6 

17-4 

12-1 

23-6 

8 

1891 

25-9 

20'0 

20-1 

15-5 

28-6 

6 

1892 

25-3 

16-8 

13-7 

9-1 

25-0 

9 

1893 

25-9 

16-5 

17-2 

11-0 

23-9 

15 

1894 

26-8 

14-4 

16-7 

9-0 

26-7 

6 

1895 

27-6 

18-1 

21-6 

14-3 

30-9 

11 

1896 

26-6 

15-7 

18-7 

11-0 

28-9 

11 

1897 

289 

157 

159 

8-6 

241 

9 

13 


The  birth-rate  has  never  been  as  high,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1887,  when  it 
it  was  the  same;  while  the  death-rate  has  only  once  been  lower,  viz.,  in  the  year  1894. 
The  infant  mortality  is  the  lowest  upon  record.  Among  children  under  five  years  the  per- 
centage of  deaths  to  total  deaths  has  only  been  lower  in  the  years  1893  and  1890.  Among 
persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there  were  131  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths 
of  41-8. 


TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
uncertified  deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1897,  in  each  Registration  Sub-District  of  the  Union  : — 


DISTRICT. 

TOTAL  DEATHS. 

PERCENTAGE  TO  TOTAL  DEATHS. 

Certified. 

Uncertified. 

Inquests. 

Certi  fied. 

Uncertified. 

Inquests. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 18961897 

i 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896  1897 

Ksttlswell  ... 

10 

3 

8 

1 

1 

100 

75-0 

88-8 

25  0 

111 

Gargrave  

24 

35 

26 

1 

i 

3 

96-0  97-2 

89  6 

4-0 

2-7 

10  3 

Barnoldswick  ... 

65 

69 

74 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

94-2  94-5 

97-3 

2-8 

2-7 

1-3 

2-8 

2-7 

1-3 

•Kildwick 

86 

72 

80 

8 

2 

6 

3 

5 

2 

886 

911 

90-9 

8'2 

2-5 

6 8 

3-0 

63 

2-2 

jSkipton  

47 

40 

40 

6 

5 

2 

5 

2 

3 

81  0 85  1 

88-8 

10-3 

10-6 

4-4 

8-6 

4-2 

6-6 

Addingham 

68 

56 

47 

8 

2 

3 

1 

2 

86-0 

98-2 

921 

10-1 

. • . 

3 9 

37 

1-7 

3-9 

Grassington  ... 

23 

17 

17 

2 

2 

1 

1 

... 

88-4  94-4 

1 

894 

7-6 

10-5 

3-8 

5-5 

Totals 

323 

292 

292 

26 

10 

13 

15 

12 

12 

83-7 

929 

92-1 

7-1 

31 

4T 

41 

3-8 

3-7 

* Exclusive  of  the  Township  of  Silsden. 


Exclusive  of  the  Township  of  Skipton. 


The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  is,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  last  year,  the 
smallest  annual  number  on  record.  Half  of  them  occurred  in  the  Kildwick  Sub-District. 
The  causes  assigned  for  the  uncertified  deaths  were  as  follows : — ■“  Measles  and  Croup,”  1 ; 
“ Premature  Birth,”  1 ; “ Chronic  Bronchitis,”  1 ; “ Bronchitis  and  Convulsions,”  1 ; 
“General  Debility,”  1;  “Apoplexy,”  1;  “Natural  Causes,”  1 ; “Natural  Causes,  pro- 
bably Apoplexy,”  1 ; “ Natural  Causes,  found  dead  in  bed,”  1 ; “ Heart  Disease,”  4. 


TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1,000  deaths,  for  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

29 

28 

20 

1-4 

1-3 

0-9 

79-6 

85-8 

61-1 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

71 

66 

65 

3-4 

3-1 

3-1 

195 

203 

198 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

29 

26 

35 

1-4 

1-2 

1-6 

79-6 

80-0 

107 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants. 

30 

19 

14 

1-4 

0-9 

0-6 

82-4 

58-4 

42-8 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

20 

17 

13 

0-9 

0-8 

0-6 

54-9 

52-3 

39-7 

14 


NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease,  the  only  one  which  shows  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  this  year  is  that  due  to  Tubercular  Diseases.  There  has  been  a gradual 
decrease  in  those  due  to  Wasting  Diseases  and  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants,  during  the 
last  three  years. 


TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 
years  1889  to  1897,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  deaths  in  1895,  1896,  and  1897  : — 


Diseases. 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 
1,000  deaths  in  1895. 

1896 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 
1,000  deaths  in  1896. 

1897 

Proportion  of  deaths  to 

1,000  deaths  in  1897. 

Smallpox  

. • • 

... 

. • • 

Measles  

3 

5 

15 

1 

... 

2 

4 

10-9 

2 

61 

7 

21-4 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

8 

4 

1 

2 Croup 

1 

Croup 

1 

4 Croup 

2 7 

1 

4 Croup 

3-0 

... 

Diphtheria ..  

1 

4 

•• 

4 

3 

2 

1 

13  7 

8 

24-5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

3 

2 

13 

1 

1 

10 

27-4 

8 

24-5 

10 

30  5 

Fever  

8 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

l 

27 

6 

18-4 

2 

6-1 

Diarrhoea  

6 

10 

6 

2 

3 

6 

8 

22-9 

3 

9-1 

1 

3 0 

Totals 

23 

28 

33 

26 

10 

15 

29 

796 

28 

858 

20 

611 

Twenty  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  Zymotic  Disease,  as  compared  with  28 
last  year,  and  29  in  1895.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  0'9  per  1,000  living,  as 
compared  with  1-3  last  year1,  and  L4  in  1895.  Of  the  20  deaths,  17  were  due  to  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough. 
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TABLE  VI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  percentages 
of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  township  of  the  District  during 
1897:— 


Township. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 

year  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  1 

year  to  registered  births. 

Percentage  of  deaths  under  5 

years  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  per- 
sons aged  60  and  upwards 
to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Births., 

Deaths.* 

Deaths  from  7 principal 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

j From  Violence. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 

Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Kettlewell  

672 

19 

9 

28'2 

13-3 

22-2 

10-5 

33-3 

33-3 

. . 

22-2 

11-1 

ll’l 

Gargrave 

2250 

64 

29 

28-4 

12-8 

13-7 

6-2 

27-5 

44-8 

10-3 

20-6 

Barnoldswick  .... 

3873 

149 

76 

38-4 

19-6 

3-3 

27-6 

14-0 

46-0 

19-7 

1-3 

5-2 

23-6 

6-5 

**Kildwick  

6035 

153 

88 

25-3 

14-5 

0-4 

11-2 

6-5 

14-7 

45-4 

2-2 

13-6 

19-3 

11-3 

fSkipton 

3251 

85 

45 

26-1 

13-8 

0-6 

17-7 

9-4 

22-2 

48-8 

6.6 

6-6 

15-5 

1M 

Addingham 

3175 

96 

51 

30-2 

16-0 

0-6 

7-8 

4-1 

11-7 

49-0 

1-9 

5-8 

15-6 

7-8 

Grassington  .... 

1469 

33 

19 

22-4 

12-9 

10-5 

6-0 

15-7 

68-4 

15-7 

26-3 

15-7 

Skipton  Rural  ) 
Sanitary  District/ 

20725 

599 

CM 

CO 

-M- 

28-9 

15-7 

0-9 

15-9 

8-6 

25-1 

41-8 

30 

8-5 

198 

8-8 

*"x'  Excluding  Silsden  District.  * Deaths  in  Workhouse  not  included, 

t Excluding  Skipton  Township.  J Including  deaths  in  Workhouse. 


In  comparing  the  Sub -Districts,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  Barnoldswick  Sub-District 
has  the  highest  birth-rate  (38 -4),  death-rate  (19-6),  infant  mortality  (14'0),  and  zymotic 
rate  (3-3).  These  last  two  are  chiefly  accounted  for  by  measles  and  whooping-cough,  to 
which  12  out  of  the  13  deaths  were  due.  The  Addingham  Sub-District  has  the  next  highest 
death-rate  (16-0),  but  49-0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  those  of  persons  over  60. 

PREVALENCE  OF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

During  the  past  year  63  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  ^Notification)  Act, 
1889,  were  received,  as  compared  with  126  last  year,  and  86  in  1895.  Of  these,  32  were 
cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

Measles.  Seven  deaths  were  returned  from  this  cause.  Of  these,  six  occurred  at 
Earby,  where  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  October  and  November,  and  one  at  Salterforth 
in  November.  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  schools  at  Earby,  Kelbrook,  and 
Salterforth,  in  consequence.  Measles  was  also  prevalent  at  Embsay  in  February,  at 
Coniston  Cold  in  March,  and  at  Kildwick  in  March,  and  the  schools  were  closed  in  each 
place.  Measles  is  not  included  under  the  Notification  Act  in  force,  and  individual  cases  are 
not  reported. 

Scarlatina.  No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  but  32  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year.  The  principal  outbreaks,  which  were,  however,  limited,  occurred  at 
Lothersdale  in  June,  and  at  Kelbrook  in  May,  but  in  neither  instance  did  it  become  epidemic. 
The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows : — At  Lothersdale,  one  case  in  January,  four  in 
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March,  eight  in  three  houses  in  June,  and  five  in  one  house  in  December;  at  Kelbrook, 
seven  cases  in  six  houses  in  May.  Single  isolated  cases  occurred  at  Earby  in  May  and 
Addingham  in  June,  two  cases  in  one  house  at  Embsay  in  July,  and  three  cases  iu  one 
house  at  Addingham  in  December.  Of  the  32  cases,  18  were  removed  to  hospital  at 
Skipton,  12  from  Lothersdale,  2 from  Embsay,  1 from  Earby,  and  3 from  Addingham. 
Precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied  in  all  cases,  and  the  premises  were 
disinfected  on  removal  or  recovery  of  the  cases. 

Membranous  Croup.  A single  case  was  notified  in  a young  child  at  Earby  in 
January.  No  clue  was  obtained  to  the  origin  of  the  case. 

Typhoid  Fever.  Two  deaths  were  returned  as  from  typhoid  fever.  One  of  these  was 
that  of  a woman  of  70,  and  took  place  at  Addingham  in  June,  and  the  other  a child  of 
four  years  at  Cowling  in  August.  These  were  cases  of  a doubtful  nature,  the  latter  case 
having  been  ill  for  six  weeks.  In  all  16  cases  were  notified.  In  February,  four  cases 
occurred  in  three  houses  in  Wesley-place,  Earby.  In  connection  with  this  property  there 
were  some  badly- constructed  water-closets  with  defective  means  of  flushing.  These  were 
removed  and  closets  of  a good  type  substituted.  The  cases  were  mild  in  character,  and 
made  a good  recovery.  A case  occurred  at  Low  Mill,  Addingham,  in  a girl  of  16,  also  in 
February.  It  will  be  remembered  that  there  were  several  cases  here  during  1896,  and  that 
the  drainage  of  this  property  was  then  described  as  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition.  I 
urged  that  a small  separate  scheme  should  be  provided  for  Low  Mill,  and  this  has  been  done 
this  year.  In  March  an  isolated  case  was  reported  at  Earby,  in  Ireland -square,  in  a boy  of 
nine  years.  Beyond  the  existence  of  overcrowding,  no  insanitary  condition  was  found. 
Two  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  “ The  Rookery,”  Addingham.  The  house  was  an  old 
back-to-back  house,  but  the  drainage  had  been  recently  altered.  In  May  a single  case  of 
a mild  type  occurred  in  a boy  of  nine  at  Bell  Busk.  Here  no  clue  to  the  origin  of  the 
illness  was  obtained.  Isolated  cases  were  reported  in  Main -street,  Addingham,  in  June, 
and  at  Cowling  in  July,  but  no  insanitary  condition  was  found  on  the  premises.  Another 
case  occurred  at  Cowling,  in  Sun -street,  in  September,  but  in  this  instance  the  disease 
appeared  to  be  imported  from  Blackpool,  where  the  patient,  a man  of  45,  had  been  on  a 
visit.  A case  in  a boy,  aged  six,  was  reported  in  October,  in  Chapel-hill,  Bradley.  Here 
the  slopstone  pipe  was  connected  directly  with  the  drain  and  untrapped.  Steps  were  taken 
to  remedy  this.  In  October,  a case  occurred  in  Prospect-place,  Earby,  that  of  a girl  aged 
five.  Here  no  sanitary  defect  was  discovered.  In  December  two  cases  occurred  in  one 
house  in  Club-row,  Cononley.  In  this  instance  the  disease  was  imported  by  a visitor  from 
Ovenden.  In  all  cases  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied,  but  the  cases  had 
to  be  treated  at  their  own  homes,  there  being  at  present  no  hospital  accommodation  pro- 
vided for  typhoid  fever. 

Diarrhcea.  A single  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  in  an  infant  at  Kelbrook  in 
July. 

Whooping  Cough.  Ten  deaths  were  returned  from  whooping  cough.  Five  of  these 
occurred  at  Earby  in  March  and  April,  when  the  disease  was  prevalent  there.  Single  deaths 
occurred  at  Cowling,  Bradley,  Broughton,  Embsay,  and  Addingham.  Whooping  cough 
was  prevalent  at  Cononley  in  March,  and  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  National 
School  for  three  weeks.  This  disease  is  not  notifiable  under  the  Act  in  force,  and  individual 
cases  are  not  reported. 

Erysipelas.  Two  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  one  that  of  an  adult  at 
Earby,  in  March,  and  the  other  in  an  infant  seventeen  days  old  at  Embsay,  in  October. 
Fourteen  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year.  Of  these,  8 were  males  and  6 females, 
and  all  were  in  persons  over  five  years  of  age. 
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Mumps.  This  disease  was  prevalent  at  Lothersdale  in  January,  and  at  Kildwick  in 
February,  and  I had  to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  Lothersdale  Board  School  and  the 
Kildwick  National  School  for  three  weeks  in  consequence. 

Influenza. — Four  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  and  its  complications.  These 
occurred  one  each  at  Earby,  Cononley,  Carleton,  and  Addingham. 

Common  Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  &c.  The  Common  Lodging-houses 
and  Slaughter-houses,  which  are  duly  registered,  are  regularly  inspected,  and  fairly  well 
kept.  Three  instances  of  overcrowding  were  abated  after  notice.  No  instance  of  unsound 
meat  exposed  for  sale  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year.  Legal  Proceedings  have 
not  been  necessary.  The  Dairies , Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  have  been  duly  registered,  and 
kept  under  inspection. 


67  Canal  Boats  have  been  inspected  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Eider,  the  Inspector  under  the 
Act,  and  their  sanitary  condition  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


TABLE  VII. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK,  &c.,  completed  in  the 


year  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 

r 

Sub-District - 

No.  of  Complaints  received 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 

„ Trapped  and  Ventilated 

Slopstone  Wastepipes  Trapped  

Privies  and  Water  Closets,  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c. 

Water  Closets  supplied  with  Water  

Water  Closets  provided  

Slop  Water  Closets  provided  

Pail  Closets  provided  

Privies  provided  

Privies  and  Tanks  abolished  

Water  supply,  Houses  provided  with  

Ashpits,  new  provided 

Ditto,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  ) 
animal  and  other  refuse  j 

Eaves  Troughs  provided 

Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept  

Overcrowding  

Ventilating  Shafts  provided  

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Common  Lodging  Houses  inspected  

Slaughter  Houses  under  inspection 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  under  inspection 

Plans  approved 

Plans  disapproved  
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1 

167 

144 

97 

13 

57 

3 

314 

120 

44 

15 

22 

201 

2 

10 

7 

19 

2 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

117 

27 

1 

13 

158 

1 

15 

1 

17 

2 

2 

44 

12 

2 

20 

78 

1 

3 

4 

91 

14 

3 

2 

1 

111 

11 

13 

5 

29 

55 

6 

6 

34 

153 

3 

4 

3 

8 

5 

24 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

8 

5 

5 

2 

29 

6 

8 

7 

5 

2 

31 

39 

46 

3 

2 

3 

94 

7 

12 

1 

1 

21 

HENRY  SWIRE,  A.S.I.,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


The  following  matters  are  requiring  the  attention  of  this  Council  : — - 

1.  — To  take  steps  to  improve  the  water  supply  of  Halton  East,  and  to  carry  out  the 

schemes  for  Kettlewell  and  Appletreewick. 

2.  — To  complete  the  sewerage  of  Carleton,  Bradley,  and  Embsay,  and  to  carry  out 

the  schemes  for  Cononley,  Salterforth,  and  Grassington. 

3. — To  prepare  schemes  for  the  proper  sewerage  of  Cowling,  Farnhill,  and  Hebden. 

4.  — To  undertake  by  contract  the  proper  scavenging  of  Thornton,  Earby,  and  Ivel- 

brook. 

5.  — The  provision  (under  the  Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879,  or  otherwise) 

of  further  burial  accommodation  for  the  townships  of  Glusburn,  Kildwick, 
and  Farnhill. 

6. - -To  carry  out  the  combined  scheme  of  hospital-provision  for  which  plans  have 

been  prepared. 


FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Skipton  Rural  District  Council 
February,  1898. 
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TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1897,  in  the 

Banal  Sanitary  District  of  Skipton ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


KEIGHLEY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1897. 


Area,  7,988  acres;  Rateable  Value  (1897),  £23,188;  Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  1,140;  (1881),  1,166;  (1891),  1,279;  Population 

enumerated  (1871),  5,519;  (1881),  5,416;  (1891),  5,756;  Estimated 
(1897),  5,960. 


Inspection  of  District.  This  District  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection 
throughout  the  year,  and  progress  has  been  made  in  the  general  abatement  of  nuisances, 
and  insanitary  conditions  found. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress — Water  Supply.  The  village  of  Steeton  was 
supplied  with  water  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  1879,  and  this  was  subsequently 
extended  to  Eastburn.  Sutton  and  Sutton  Mill,  and  East  Morton  are  supplied  by  private 
companies,  and  Morton  Banks  by  the  principal  property  owners.  Outlying  farms  and 
groups  of  houses  obtain  their  supply  from  springs  and  running  streams.  Extensions  have 
been  laid  of  124  yards  of  3in.  main  in  Emsley- street,  Steeton,  and  of  103  yards  of  3in.  main 
in  Sun -street,  Eastburn,  this  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  Schemes  for  the  proper  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for 
Steeton,  and  for  Sutton,  Sutton  Mill,  and  Eastburn  have  been  carried  out.  That  for  the  former 
was  completed  in  1895.  This  year  an  extension  was  laid  at  Steeton,  consisting  of  124  yards 
of  6 in.  pipes,  with  2 man-holes  in  Emsley-street.  At  Sutton  and  Eastburn  house-connec- 
tions and  further  extensions  have  been  laid  during  the  year.  The  following  lengths  of  sewer 
have  been  completed: — At  Eastburn  142  yards  of  9in.  pipes  with  1 man-hole  and  2 lamp- 
holes,  in  Sun-street ; 36  yards  of  6in.  pipes  with  1 lamp-hole  in  Main-road;  13  yards  of 
6in.  pipes  with  1 lamp-hole  in  Mill-street;  22  yards  of  6in.  pipes  with  1 man-hole  in 
Green-lane ; and  14  yards  of  6in.  pipes  in  Moor-lane.  At  Sutton  a length  of  60  yards  of 
9in.  pipes  with  1 lamp-hole  in  Hazel  Grove. 

At  Sutton  107  houses  and  2 slaughter-houses,  and  at  Eastburn  32  houses  have  been 
connected  with  the  sewers  this  year. 

The  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  East  and  West  Morton  was  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  at  the  close  of  last  year,  and  in  February  they  wrote  suggesting  certain  further 
amendments  in  the  plans  and  estimates.  These  having  been  complied  with,  the  Local 
Government  Board  gave  their  sanction  in  April  to  a loan  of  £1,300  for  land  and  £6,700 
for  works  in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage-disposal  for  East  and 
West  Morton.  The  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  was  delayed, 
however,  on  account  of  opposition  to  the  scheme  on  the  part  of  the  Morton  Parish  Council 
and  ratepayers,  on  the  ground  of  expense,  and  they  employed  another  engineer  to  draw  up 
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a cheaper  scheme,  and  although  correspondence  had  passed  between  the  County  Council  and 
the  District  Council  urging  their  proceeding  with  the  scheme  which  had  been  sanctioned, 
nothing  further  had  been  done  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

At  Morton  a length  of  37  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  was  laid  this  year  in  St.  Mary’s-road. 

In  outlying  parts  of  the  District  the  private  drainage  of  the  older  property  is  of  rubble, 
except  where  it  has  been  altered,  and  the  drains  to  all  new  buildings  are  properly  laid  in 
sanitary  pipes. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.  The  privy-midden  is  the  form  of  excrement 
disposal  chiefly  in  use  throughout  the  District.  The  older  ones  are  mostly  uncovered,  but 
those  of  modern  erection  are  constructed  upon  proper  principles.  Twenty  Duckett’s 
slopwater  closets  have  been  put  in  at  Steeton,  and  61  have  been  put  in  at  Sutton  Mill  and 
Sutton  during  the  year.  The  Sanitary  Authority  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of 
refuse,  but  has  adopted  bye-laws  assimilated  to  the  models  imposing  this  duty  upon  the 
householders.  In  1892  the  Authority  obtained  Urban  Powers  under  Sec.  45  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  and  provided  a public  tip  at  Sutton.  Difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting 
rid  of  the  refuse,  and  receptacles  are  not  emptied  as  frequently  as  they  should  be.  It  would 
be  more  satisfactory  if  the  Authority  either  undertook  this  work  or  let  it  by  contract. 

Bye-Laws  and  Urban  Powers.  This  Authority  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “ Slaughter  Houses,”  “ Common  Lodging-houses,”  and  the 
“ Cleansing  of  Footways,  Privies,  Cesspools,  &c.,”  and  these  are  assimilated  to  the  Model 
Bye-laws.  It  is  also  in  possession  of  Urban  Powers  under  Section  45  and  under  Sections 
160  and  161  (1st  paragraph)  for  the  whole  District,  and  under  Section  171  (sub-sec.  4)  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  the  township  of  Steeton.  In  1894  the  Sanitary  Authority 
undertook  the  naming  of  streets  and  numbering  of  houses  in  Steeton  and  Sutton,  but  this 
has  not  yet  been  done  in  Morton.  A.  series  of  regulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops  Order  of  1886,”  was  issued  in  1889,  and  the  premises  have  been  duly 
registered  and  inspected.  In  November  of  last  year  the  District  Council  decided  to  amend 
the  Bye-law  No.  25  in  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  to  read  as  follows : — “ No 
party  or  divisional  wall  shall  be  less  in  thickness  than  8 inches  for  a stone  wall,  and  9 inches 
for  a brick  wall.”  The  sanction  to  this  by  the  Local  Government  Board  was  refused. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted.  The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted  by  this  Authority,  and  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1890.  The  “Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  was  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  Sec.  15,  on  March 
31st,  and  came  into  operation  on  June  1st,  1896. 

Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital.  This  hospital,  situated  at  Morton  Banks, 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  cases  on  February  3rd,  and  has  been  used  during  the  year 
for  the  isolation  of  3 cases  of  Scarlatina  and  2 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  out  of  the  Keighley 
Rural  District.  An  out-bathing  block  has  been  erected,  and  the  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion, 
which  was  commenced  in  April,  is  almost  ready  for  use. 

A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  on  May  18th  by  Dr.  H.  Timbrell 
Bullstrode,  into  an  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £2,000  to  purchase  additional  land, 
situated  about  a quarter  of  a mile  above  the  present  site,  for  the  purpose  of  a smallpox 
hospital,  and  also  a field  containing  springs  for  the  increase  and  improvement  of  the  water 
supply  to  the  hospital.  Sanction  was  received  on  November  4tb. 

Population.  At  the  census  of  1871,  the  population  was  5,519,  living  in  1,140  houses; 
and  that  of  1881  was  5,416,  living  in  1,166  houses.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was  found 
to  be  5,756,  living  in  1,279  houses,  or  an  increase  of  340.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the 
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middle  of  1897  to  be  5,960,  living  in  1,379  houses,  or  an  average  of  4'3  per  house.  The 
population  is  distributed  among  the  three  townships  as  follows : — Morton,  2,230  ; Steeton- 
cum-Eastburn,  1,741  ; and  Sutton,  1,989. 

Births.  The  total  births  registered  were  129  in  number  (73  males  and  56  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  10  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  21-6 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  20-0  last  year,  and  19-3  in  1895.  [The  births  were  distributed 
as  follows: — Morton,  39  ; Steeton-cum-Eastburn,  39;  Sutton,  51;  giving  respective  birth- 
rates of  17-4,  22-4,  and  25-6  for  the  three  townships.  The  natural  increase  to  the  popula- 
tion is  49. 

Deaths.  The  total  deaths  returned  belonging  to  the  District  were  79  in  number  (46 
males  and  33  females).  To  this  must  be  added  1 death  belonging  to  the  District  which 
occurred  at  the  Bingley  Cottage  Hospital.  This  total,  80,  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of 
13-4  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  14-0  last  year,  and  15-2  in  1895.  The  deaths  were 
distributed  as  follows: — Morton,  35  ; Steeton-cum-Eastburn,  20  ; Sutton,  24  ; giving  re- 
spective death-rates  of  15’6,  11’4,  and  12-0. 

The  deaths  occurring  during  each  quarter  for  the  last  13  years  were  as  follows : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter 

1 88^ 

19  

31  

20  

....  29 

1 ftftA 

22  

18  

. . . . 23  

27 

1 887 

. 18  

25  

17  

28 

1 

20  

21  

. . . . 13  

....  24 

1 QQQ 

13  

. . . . 13  .... 

. . . . 22  . . . . 

19 

1890  

40  

46  

26  

24 

1891  ... 

17  

29  

27  

23 

1892  

18  

22  

20  

17 

1893  

27  . . 

14  

22  

23 

1894  

14  

20  

15  

23 

1895  

47  

20  

14  

10 

1896  

19  

22  

19  

23 

1897  .... 

24  

. . . . 26  .... 

. . . . 18  . . . . 

. . . . 21 

MORTALITY  AS  TO  AGE. 


Morton. 

Steeton- 

cum- 

Eastburn. 

Sutton. 

Total. 

Deaths  under  1 year  

6 

7 

3 

16 

„ over  1 and  under  5 . . 

6 

1 

1 

8 

,,  ,,  5 ,,  15 . . 

2 

2 

,,  ,,  1 5 ,,  25 . . 

3 

3 

„ ,,  25  „ 60 . . 

11 

3 

6 

20 

» „ 60 

17 

9 

14 

40 

At  all  ages 

45 

20 

24 

89* 

* This  total  includes  all  the  deaths  registered  within  the  District. 
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TABLES  A.  and  B. 

Tables  of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Bural  Sanitary  District  of  Keighley  for 
the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(a)  TOTAL  DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Morton. 

Steeton-cum- 

Eastburn. 

Sutton. 

Keighley 

R.S.D. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age ....  1 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  . . . . ) 

— 5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

Smallpox 

, , 

Measles  

1 

1 

Scarlatina  

*3 

*1 

*3 

*1 

Diphtheria 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  ' 

1 

1 

~ . , ,,  } Typhus  

* * 

*6 

Fevers.  \ Enteric  or  Typhoid . . 

*6 

, . 

) Of  other  or  doubtful 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

Cholera  

Bheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  

. . 

Pygemia 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ague  

Phthisis  

2 

1 

2 

5 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

3 

4 

3 

2 

2 

6 

8 

Heart  Disease 

8 

3 

9 

20 

Injuries  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diseases  not  named  above 

4 

11 

4 

5 

4 

6 

12 

22 

Influenza 

• 

Total  

12 

33 

8 

12 

4 

20 

24 

65 

* These  10  deaths  occurred  at  the  Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton 
Banks,  among  persons  not  belonging  to  the  District. 
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TABLE  B. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

(b)  infectious  sickness. 

Joint 

Hospital 

at 

Morton 

Banks. 

Morton. 

Steeton- 

CUM- 

Eastbcrn. 

Sutton. 

Keighley 

R.S.D. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age  . . ) 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  . . ) 

— 5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

—5 

+ 5 

— 5 

+ 5 

2 

1 

Scarlatina  

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

3 

3 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup  

■ Typhus 

j Enteric  or  Typhoid  .... 

Fevers  . . i Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Cholera  

Erysipelas  

Total  

3 

6 

9 

6 

TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  the  estimated  population,  births,  and  deaths,  for  the  years  1885-97 
inclusive,  with  average  for  period  of  ten  years,  1878-87  : — 


Tear. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

5,640 

134 

100 

1886 

5,710 

165 

90 

1887 

5,770 

124 

88 

Average  for  decade  1878-87. 

5,647 

142 

94 

1888 

5,820 

139 

78 

1889 

5,880 

155 

67 

1890 

5,890 

126 

136 

1891 

Census. 

5,756 

149 

96 

1892 

5,790 

124 

77 

1893 

5,824 

126 

87 

1894 

5,858 

118 

71 

1895 

5,892 

114 

90 

1896 

5,926 

119 

83 

1897 

5,960 

129 

00 

o 

* 

* This  includes  one  death  belonging  to  the  District  which  took  place  at  the 
Bingley  Cottage  Hospital. 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  past  three  years,  while  the  births  have  increased  the 
deaths  have  decreased. 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  twelve  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  the 
mean  average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

23-7 

17-7 

17-0 

12-6 

32-0 

1 

1886 

28-8 

15-7 

24-4 

13-3 

26-6 

1887 

21-4 

15-2 

22-7 

16-1 

38-6 

Average  for 
decade 
1878-87. 

25-1 

16-7 

18-3 

12-2 

28-9 

1888 

23-8 

13-4 

17-9 

10-0 

28-1 

| 1889 

26-3 

11-5 

27-9 

12-2 

29-4 

1 

1890 

21-2 

22-9 

9-5 

10-3 

26-4 

1891 

25-8 

16-6 

14-5 

9-3 

35-4 

1892 

21-4 

13-2 

22-0 

13-7 

28-5 

1893 

21-6 

14-9 

14-9 

10-3 

17-2 

1894 

20-1 

12-1 

15-4 

9-3 

26-7 

. . 

1895 

19-3 

15-2 

6-6 

5-2 

17-7 

1896 

20-0 

14-0 

16-8 

11-7 

19-2 

1897 

21-6 

134 

200 

124 

262 

The  birth-rate,  though  below  the  average,  is  higher  than  it  has  been  during  the  previous 
three  years.  The  general  death-rate  is  considerably  below  the  average,  and  has  only  been 
lower  in  1894  and  1892.  The  infant  mortality  and  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  are  each  above  the  average,  while  the  percentage  of  those 
under  five  years  of  age  is  below  the  average.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards 
there  were  40  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  51-2,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

Mean  Age  at  Death.  The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  44-5  (41-8  for  males 
and  48'2  for  females),  as  compared  with  41-0  last  year,  and  42’8  in  1895. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  uncertified 
deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years  1895,  1896, 
and  1897 : — 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  to  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified  

82 

78 

72 

91-1 

93-9 

90-0 

Uncertified  

3 

1 

3 

3-3 

1-2 

3-7 

Inquests  

5 

4 

5 

5-5 

4-8 

6-2 

The  causes  assigned  for  the  uncertified  deaths  were  “ heart  disease  ” in  a man  of  85, 
“ gastro- enteritis  and  convulsions”  in  a child  of  3 months,  and  “ debility  from  premature 
birth  ” in  a child  of  2 days. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

5 

5 

2 

0-8 

0-8 

0-3 

55-5 

60-2 

25-0 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

20 

19 

14 

3-3 

3-2 

2-3 

222 

228 

175 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

15 

6 

8 

2-5 

1-0 

1-3 

166 

72-5 

100 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

2 

4 

6 

0-3 

0-6 

1-0 

22-2 

48-1 

75-0 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

2 

1 

2 

0-3 

0-1 

0-3 

22-2 

12-0 

25-0 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease,  the  principal  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  is  shown  in  that  due  to  Diseases  of  the  Lungs. 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox  

Measles 

1 

i 

11-1 

12-5 

Scarlet  Fever  

. . 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

1 

1M 

36-1 

12-5 

Fever 

2 

1 

22-2 

12-0 

, , 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1M 

12-0 

Totals  

5 

5 

2 

555 

602 

250 

Only  two  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  Zymotic  disease,  and  this  is 
equivalent  to  a Zymotic  rate  of  0-3  per  1000  living,  and  is  the  lowest  recorded  this  year  in 
the  Combined  District.  Only  nine  certificates  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  were  received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  16  last  year,  15  in  1895,  and 
40  in  1894. 
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Scarlatina.  No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause  belonging  to  the  District, 
though  four  deaths  were  registered  as  occurring  at  the  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  among 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  District.  Only  three  cases  were  notified.  These  occurred  in 
two  houses  in  Steeton  in  June  and  September  respectively,  and  all  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread  any  further.  The  infection  in  two  of  these  cases 
appeared  to  be  caught  by  joining  in  a school  procession  at  Bingley,  where  the  disease  was 
prevalent. 

Typhoid  Fever.  No  death  occurred  belonging  to  the  District,  but  6 deaths  were 
registered  in  the  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  in  persons  belonging  to  other  Districts.  Four 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  first  took  place  at  East  Morton  in  February,  and 
was  that  of  a boy  aged  7.  The  house  drain  was  of  stone,  and  the  slopstone  pipe  was  con- 
nected therewith  and  untrapped.  The  case  was  removed  to  the  Hospital  and  the  sanitary 
defects  remedied.  The  next  two  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  Mill  Lane,  Steeton,  in 
September  and  October,  in  a woman  of  46,  and  her  daughter  aged  13.  The  second  of  these 
cases  was  removed  to  the  Hospital.  The  only  nuisance  found  on  the  premises  was  a privy 
midden  which  was  situated  too  near  to  the  house,  and  this  was  converted  into  a slop-water 
closet.  The  last  case  occurred  at  East  Morton  in  October  in  a young  woman  of  19,  who 
was  removed  to  the  Hospital.  At  this  house  the  slopstone  discharge  pipe  was  connected 
directly  with  the  house  drain,  and  this  was  altered.  All  the  cases  made  a good  recovery. 

Measles.  This  disease  was  prevalent  in  Morton  in  February,  and  I had  to  recommend 
the  closing  of  the  East  Morton  National  School  for  three  weeks.  One  death  was  returned 
from  measles  and  pneumonia  in  a child  aged  17  months. 

Whooping  Cough.  A single  death  was  registered  from  whooping  cough  and  bron- 
chitis, at  Steeton  in  June,  that  of  a child  aged  three  months. 

Erysipelas.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  adults,  in  January  aud  May,  at  Steeton  and 
Morton  respectively. 

TABLE  VI. 


Table  showing  the  population,  births,  deaths,  birth-rates,  death-rates,  and  percentages 
of  deaths,  at  certain  ages  and  for  certain  diseases,  in  each  township  of  the  District  during 
1897:— 


Annual  Kate 
per  1000  living. 

U 

<D 

. 

® CO 

X3  _C 

u 

<D 

T3  • 

Percentage  of  deaths  of  per- 
sons aged  60  and  upwards 
to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  deaths. 

Township. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  7 principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

Percentage  of  deaths  un 
year  to  total  deaths. 

Percentage  of  deaths  un 
year  to  registered  birt 

Percentage  of  deaths  un 
years  to  total  deaths 

From  Violence. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Morton  

2230 

39 

35 

17-4 

•15-6 

0-4 

17T 

15-3 

25-7 

48-5 

5-7 

5-7 

20-0 

22-8 

Steeton  - cum  -East- ' 
burn  J 

1741 

39 

20 

22-4 

11-4 

0-5 

35-0 

17-9 

40-0 

45-0 

5-0 

5-0 

25-0 

15-0 

Sutton 

1989 

51 

24 

25-6 

12-0 

12-5 

5-8 

16-6 

58-3 

4-1 

8-3 

8-3 

37-5 

Keighley  Rural 
Sanitary  District 

5960 

129 

oo 

© 

21-6 

13-i 

0-3 

200 

12-5 

26-2 

51-2 

50 

6-2 

17-5 

250 

# Including  one  death  which  occurred  outside  the  District  belonging  thereto. 

Sutton  has  the  highest  birth-rate,  the  lowest  infant -mortality,  and  no  zymotic  rate, 
while  Steeton  has  the  lowest  death-rate  and  the  highest  infant-mortality. 
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TABLE  VII. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK 
year  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 

a 

O 

+5 

u 

o 

a 

&c.,  completed  in 

d • 

° S 

4-5  O 

<D  4-5 

<D  +2 

m go 

the 

hi 

◄ 

H 

O 

H 

No.  of  Complaints  received 

2 

i .... 

2 

5 

House  Drains  Trapped  and  Ventilated 

2 

31  

88  .... 

121 

Privies  and  Water  Closets,  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c. . . 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Ditto  supplied  with  Water  

0 .... 

0 .... 

1 

1 

Water  Closets  provided  

0 

0 .... 

1 

1 

Slop  Water  Closets  provided  

2 

20  ... 

61  

83 

Privies  provided  

2 

8 

16  

26 

Water  supply,  Houses  provided  with  Certificates 

11  .... 

5 

2 

18 

Ashpits,  new  provided 

2 

4 .... 

7 .... 

13 

Ditto,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c.  . . 

1 ... 

1 

14  

16 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

8 .... 

9 .... 

13  

30 

Overcrowding  

1 .... 

0 .... 

0 .... 

1 

Smoke  Records  taken  

8 .... 

6 .... 

12  

26 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

2 .... 

2 .... 

0 

4 

Schools  Disinfected  Ditto  

1 .... 

0 

0 

1 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  

2 

3 

3 

8 

Bakehouses  Inspected  

1 .... 

0 .... 

1 .... 

2 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 

5 

7 .... 

7 .... 

19 

Milk  Shops  Inspected  

3 

1 

3 

7 

Canal  Boats  Inspected 

19  .... 

0 

0 

19 

Plans  approved 

5 .... 

9 

6 

20 

Plans  disapproved 

i 

4 

0 

5 

EDWIN 

SKAIFE, 

Inspector 

of  Nuisances. 

Slaughter-houses,  &c.  The  Slaughter-houses , which  are  registered,  and  the  bake- 
houses, have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  There  is  no  Common 
Lodging-house  in  the  District.  One  instance  of  overcroivding  was  reported,  and  abated 
after  notice.  No  instance  of  unsound  meat  exposed  for  sale  came  to  my  knowledge. 
There  are  no  noxious  trades.  Legal  Proceedings  have  not  been  necessary  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisances.  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds , and  Milkshops,  26  in  number,  which  are  registered, 
have  been  regularly  inspected.  The  Canal  Boats  passing  through  the  District  are  also 
inspected.  The  factory  chimneys  in  the  District  are  watched,  and  any  excessive  smoke  is 
noted  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  — The  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  for  the  proper  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of 

East  and  West  Morton. 

2.  — The  naming  of  the  streets  and  numbering  of  the  houses  in  the  township  of  Morton. 

3.  — To  consider  the  undertaking  by  the  Authority  (by  contract  or  otherwise)  of  the 

removal  of  the  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  in  all  three  townships. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Keighley  Rural  District  Council, 

February,  1898. 


EDMONDSON  AND  CO.,  PRINTERS,  SKIFTON. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


S K I P T O N 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1897. 


Area , 4,245  acres  ; Rateable  Value  (1897),  £36,073  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  1,238;  (1881  /,  1,795  ; (1891),  2,060;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  6,078  ; (1881),  9,091  ; (1891),  10,376  ; Estimated  (1897) 
11,160. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  District  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year  by  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the 
special  house  to  house  survey,  the  West  Ward  having  been  finished,  and  part  of  the  North 
Ward,  a portion  of  which  only  remains  to  complete  the  survey.  In  connection  with  this 
704  houses  have  been  examined  during  the  year.  A large  number  of  nuisances  have  been 
abated,  and  insanitary  conditions  remedied,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  Table  VI. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress  : Water  Supply. — Skipton  is  supplied  by  gravita- 
tion from  Whinny  Gill  Reservoir  on  Short  Bank,  having  a capacity  of  46,000,000  gallons. 
During  recent  years  improvements  have  been  made  by  enclosing  in  pipes  from  their 
sources  all  the  open  water  courses  in  the  gathering  ground,  and  protecting  them  from 
surface  pollution.  Provision  for  cattle  is  made  by  troughs  fed  by  means  of  ball-taps. 
No  shortness  of  supply  has  been  experienced  during  the  year.  No  extensions  of  public 
water  mains  have  been  laid  this  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  town  is  provided  with  a system  of  sewers,  and  the 
sewage  is  dealt  with  by  broad  irrigation  upon  a sewage  farm,  of  which  about  54-20  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  A small  portion,  about  two  acres,  was  lately  prepared  for  down- 
ward intermittent  filtration.  Efficient  means,  however,  are  not  provided  throughout  the 
system  for  proper  flushing  and  ventilation.  Arrangements  are  made  for  flushing  the 
Newmarket  Street  sewer  from  the  old  reservoirs,  and  other  lengths  of  main  sewer  are 
flushed  by  hand,  but  there  are  no  automatic  flushing  tanks  in  the  system.  The  ventila- 
tion in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  was  effected  by  means  of  the  street  gulleys,  and  these 
were  frequently  a source  of  nuisance  and  danger  to  health.  All  recent  gulleys  are  trapped, 
and  many  of  the  older  ones  have  since  been  trapped  where  they  have  been  complained  of. 
Shaft-ventilators  are  introduced,  where  possible,  on  private  property  by  arrangement  in 
the  case  of  newly  erected  houses.  No  extensions  of  main  sewers  have  been  laid  this  year. 
A large  shed  is  being  erected  in  Broughton  Road,  together  with  a number  of  dwelling- 
houses.  This  necessitates  a considerable  extension  of  sewerage,  and  application  has  been 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  a scheme  of  sewer  extension  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £1,200.  As  the  outfall  from  this  portion  is  below  the  main  outfall  sewer 
from  the  town,  it  is  proposed  to  receive  the  sewage  into  a tank,  and  pump  it  so  as  to 
deliver  it  into  a manhole  which  discharges  into  the  existing  main  outfall  sewer. 
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Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Excrement  disposal  in  Skipton  is  chiefly  effected 
by  means  of  water  closets.  In  most  instances  these  are  situated  outside  in  the  yard,  and 
are  dependent  upon  hand-flushing.  The  system  of  hand-flushed  closets  is  no  longer 
permitted.  In  the  case  of  new  property  all  closets  have  to  be  provided  with  either  a 
cistern  or  some  form  of  automatic  flushing  apparatus.  Last  year  the  Council  undertook 
the  removal  of  ashpit  refuse  from  the  town,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  November.  Great 
improvement  has  been  made  in  the  alteration  and  reconstruction  of  existing  ashpits,  and 
all  new  ashpits  are  constructed  on  an  approved  form.  A number  of  moveable  ash  bins 
have  been  provided  where  the  ashpits  were  not  easy  of  access.  The  Council  has  insisted 
upon  the  alteration  or  reconstruction  of  all  ashpits  which  are  not  in  accordance  with  the 
byelaws  in  force,  and  have  undertaken  the  emptying  of  these  only.  A large  number  have 
been  altered  this  year,  as  well  as  new  ones  provided,  and  comparatively  few  remain  to  be 
converted.  The  work  of  scavenging  is  done  between  the  hours  of  7 a.m.  and  5-30  p.m. 
The  majority  of  the  ashpits  are  emptied  fortnightly,  and  a certain  number  weekly,  and 
the  work  appears  to  have  been  very  satisfactorily  done. 

Street  Improvements. — The  Council  has  continued  the  work  under  the  Private  Streets 
Works  Act,  1892,  of  constructing  private  streets,  and  during  the  year  seven  back-streets 
in  the  town  have  been  paved.  Formerly  these  streets  were  in  a very  bad  condition,  being 
formed  of  ashes  and  loose  stone.  New  lengths  of  causeway  have  been  laid  in  Cross  Street 
and  Belmont  Street,  and  new  crossings  have  been  formed  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

In  connection  with  the  Diamond  Jubilee,  14  lime-trees  were  planted  in  High  Street, 
and  handed  over  to  the  Council. 

Byelaws,  &c. — This  Authority  possesses  a code  of  byelaws  closely  assimilated  to  the 
“ Models  ” with  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “ Slaughter  Houses,”  and 
“ Common  Lodging  Houses.”  These  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
April,  1880.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1886,”  was  adopted  near  the  end  of  1891,  and  the  occupiers  have  been  duly 
registered,  and  the  premises  kept  under  supervision. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted,  and  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1890.  Parts  II.,  III.,  and  V.  of  the 
“Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  were  adopted  in  February,  1891.  The 
“ Private  Streets’  Works  Act,  1892,”  was  adopted  in  1893. 

Public  Abattoir. — The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  provision  of  a public 
abattoir  for  the  town  have  endeavoured  to  secure  a suitable  site  for  the  purpose,  and  have 
inspected  several,  but  none  had  been  secured  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  abolition  of 
the  existing  slaughter-houses  would  be  a great  benefit  to  the  town. 

Recreation  Ground. — An  attempt  was  made  this  year  to  obtain  a site  for  a public 
recreation  ground,  but  without  success. 

Gasworks. — The  Council  is  now  in  negotiation  with  the  Skipton  Gas  Company  for 
the  purchase  of  their  undertaking. 

Fire  Engine. — The  Council  has  considered  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a steam 
fire  engine  for  their  District,  and  have  decided  to  purchase  one  at  a cost  of  £675. 

Joint  Hospital.— The  scheme  for  the  Joint  Permanent  Hospital  at  Skipton,  plans 
for  which  were  ready  at  the  close  of  last  year,  has  been  in  abeyance  throughout  the  year, 
though  several  meetings  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee  have  been  held.  Delay 
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has  been  caused  in  the  signing  of  the  agreements  by  the  various  Authorities  concerned, 
and  in  the  arrangements  as  to  the  water  supply  to  the  hospital  site  and  outfall  sewers 
and  sewage  disposal,  plans  of  which  have  had  to  be  prepared  to  be  submitted  along  with 
the  hospital  plans.  The  provisional  agreement  with  Lord  Hothfield’s  agent  for  the 
purchase  of  the  site  and  easements  has  also  had  to  be  finally  arranged.  The  plans,  &c., 
in  connection  with  the  scheme  are  now  ready,  and  there  should  be  no  further  delay  in 
submitting  them  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  isolated  each  year  since  the  erection  of  the 
Hospital  : — 

TEMPORARY  HOSPITAL  ERECTED  IN  1888. 


SKIPTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Year. 

Cases  Admitted 

FROM 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Total. 

1888  

... 

1 

1 

1889  

1 

1 

2 

1890  

6 

3 

9 

1891  

12 

2 

14 

1892  

71 

71 

1893  

72 

72 

1894  .... 

22 

22 

1895  

50 

50 

1896  

53 

53 

1897 

15 

15 

Population.— In  1871  the  population  of  Skipton  was  6,078,  and  that  of  1881  was 
9,091.  At  the  census  of  1891,  it  was  found  to  be  10,376  (an  increase  of  1,285),  living  in 
2,060  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-1  per  house.  Up  to  the  middle  of  1897, 1 have  estimated 
it  to  be  11,160,  living  in  2,370  houses,  or  an  average  of  4-7  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  307  in  number  (161  males  and  146  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  39  from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  27‘5 
per  1000  living,  as  compared  with  31-3  last  year,  and  30-6  in  1895.  The  natural  increase 
to  the  population  is  134,  as  against  195  last  year. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  from  this  district  were  187  in  number,  inclusive 
of  9 which  belonged  to  the  Rural  District,  1 belonging  to  the  Silsden  Urban  District, 
3 belonging  to  the  Barnoldswick  Urban  District,  and  1 to  Trawden  in  Lancashire.  When 
these  are  deducted,  a total  is  left  of  173  belonging  to  the  Skipton  Urban  District  (93  males 
and  80  females),  which  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  15-5  per  1000  living,  as  compared 
with  13-6  last  year,  and  18'5  in  1895. 
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The  figures  in  brackets  in  the  following  Table  show  all  the  deaths  which  took  place 
in  the  Skipton  Workhouse,  24  in  number.  These  have,  of  course,  been  assigned  to  their 
proper  districts  in  calculating  their  respective  rates. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4 th  Quarter. 

1885 

52 

(7)  ... 

...  52 

(2)  .... 

...  30 

(8)  .... 

...  62 

(4) 

1886 

55 

(10)  ... 

...  33 

(5)  .... 

...  87 

(6)  ... 

...  43 

(3) 

1887 

49 

(9)  ... 

...  45 

(6)  .... 

..  43 

(9)  ... 

...  106 

(3) 

1888 

54 

(12)  ... 

...  50 

(12)  .... 

...  44 

(9)  ... 

...  45 

(4) 

1889 

37 

(3)  ... 

...  38 

(1)  .... 

...  33 

(2)  ... 

..  30 

(5) 

1890 

44 

(6)  ... 

...  40 

(2)  ... 

..  33 

(5)  ... 

..  43 

(2) 

1891 

47 

(3)  ... 

...  62 

(12)  ... 

...  39 

(2)  ... 

...  29 

(1) 

1892 

43 

(7)  ... 

...  40 

(3)  .... 

...  45 

(5)  ... 

...  52 

(5) 

1893 

54 

(9)  ... 

...  43 

(5)  ... 

...  44 

(6)  ... 

...  60 

(8) 

1894 

26 

(6)  ... 

...  28 

(7)  ... 

...  30 

(1)  ... 

46 

(4) 

1895 

59 

(10)  ... 

...  50 

(5)  .... 

...  33 

(4)  ... 

...  52 

(3) 

1896 

29 

(5)  ... 

....  34 

(4)  ... 

...  27 

(6)  ... 

...  54 

(6) 

1897 

42 

(5)  ... 

....  47 

(9)  ... 

...  31 

(4)  ... 

...  43 

(6) 

The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as  follows : — 


Deaths  under 

1 year  of  age 

....  39] 

,,  over 

1 year  and  under  5 

...  27  J 

66  under  5 years  of  age 

yy  yy 

5 

yy 

15 

....  7) 

yy  yy 

15 

25 

....  21 

- 107  over  5 years  of  age. 

yy  yy 

25 

y y 

60 

....  33 

yy  yy 

60  ... 

....  46j 

Total  173 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  the  estimated  population,  births  and  deaths  for  the  years  1884-97, 
inclusive,  with  an  average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

Average  for  Decade, 
1878-87. 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

9,950 

10,000 

10,300 

10,600 

9,645 

11,000 

11,400 

11,700 

Census  10,376 

10,500 

10,630 

10,760 

10,900 

11,030 

353 

290 

328 

302 

322 

388 

356 

322 

354 

317 

349 

307 

334 

346 

189 

210 

176 

258 

187 

210 

143 

165 

186 

189 

209 

137 

202 

151 

1897 

11,160 

307 

173 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  themean  for 
the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

29-0 

21-0 

26-6 

193 

44-2 

14 

1886 

31-8 

17-0 

27-8 

14-9 

41-4 

8 

! 1887 

28-4 

24-1 

23-4 

19-8 

54-2 

15 

Mean 

for  Decade 
1878-87 

33-6 

19-2 

24-0 

14-2 

40-4 

13 

1888 

35-2 

19-0 

28-5 

15-4 

86-1 

18 

1889 

31-2 

12-5 

26-5 

10-6 

34-2 

11 

1890 

27-5 

14-1 

29-6 

15-2 

43-6 

15 

1891 

34-1 

17-9 

22-5 

12-2 

34-9 

18 

1892 

30-1 

18-0 

21-6 

12-9 

36-5 

21 

1898 

32-8 

19-6 

20-5 

12-3 

40-6 

28 

1894 

28-5 

12-7 

24-8 

11-0 

42-3 

18 

1895 

306 

18-5 

28-2 

14-0 

37-6 

22 

1896 

31-3 

13-6 

26-4 

11-5 

37-7 

21 

1897 

27  5 

155 

224 

127 

379 

24 

The  birth  rate  has  only  once  been  as  low,  viz.,  in  1890.  The  general  death  rate, 
though  higher  than  last  year,  is  2-2  below  the  average  for  the  previous  19  years.  The 
infant  mortality  is  0-8  below  the  average  for  the  same  period.  The  percentages  to  total 
deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  and  under  five  years  are  both  below  the 
average.  Among  persons  aged  60  and  upwards  there  were  46  deaths,  or  a percentage  to 
total  deaths  of  26-4. 


TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified  

194 

134 

161 

96-0 

88-7 

93-0 

Uncertified  

3 

9 

4 

1-4 

5-9 

2-3 

Inquests  

5 

8 

8 

2-4 

5-2 

4-6 

6 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


Cause  Assigned. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Heart  Disease. 

F 

53 

Chronic  Bronchitis. 

F 

69 

Convulsions. 

F 

14  mos. 

Consumption. 

M 

2 

There  is  a reduction  this  year  in  the  number  of  uncertified  deaths. 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases  during  the  five  years 
1893-97  (inclusive). 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

43 

5 

28 

14 

14 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis).. 

34 

36 

44 

43 

36 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

22 

16 

31 

24 

28 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  

14 

10 

12 

9 

13 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants  

13 

14 

12 

8 

7 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease  an  increase  is  shown  in  the  number  of  deaths  due 
to  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  to  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897,  with  their  proportion  to  1000  deaths 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion 

of  Deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox 

... 

Measles  

5 

5 

33-3 

28-8 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

7 

1 

4-9 

46-6 

5-7 

Diphtheria  

1 

4-9 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

16 

5 

79-2 

28-8 

Fever  

8 

2 

1 

39-6 

13-3 

5-7 

Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

9-9 

11-5 

Totals  

28 

14 

14 

1386 

933 

809 

Fourteen  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  as  compared 
with  14  last  year,  and  28  in  1895.  Of  these,  10  were  due  to  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough.  The  zymotic  rate  for  the  year  is  1-2  per  1000  living.  Only  44  certificates  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  were  received,  as  compared  with  154  last 
year,  and  133  in  1895. 

Measles. — It  will  be  remembered  that  Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  Skipton 
during  December,  1896,  in  which  month  four  deaths  were  returned,  and  that 
I had  to  recommend  that  all  the  schools  should  be  closed  in  consequence.  The 
prevalence  of  this  disease  continued  through  January,  and  the  schools  had  to  remain 
closed  from  the  10th  of  January  (when  they  should  have  re-opened  after  the  Christmas 
holidays)  until  the  8th  of  February.  Five  deaths  were  returned  from  Measles  in  infants, 
the  last  occurring  on  February  3rd.  This  disease  is  not  included  in  the  Notification  Act 
in  force,  and  individual  cases  are  not  reported. 

Scarlatina. — Only  one  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  as  against  7 last  year, 
and  20  cases  only  were  notified,  as  compared  with  123  last  year.  Of  these  twenty  cases 
15  were  removed  to  the  hospital  as  soon  as  notified,  and  the  others  were  able  to  be  isolated 
at  home.  The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows  : — 2 cases  in  one 
house  in  February,  3 cases  in  two  houses  in  May,  8 cases  in  seven  houses  in  June,  1 case 
in  July,  3 cases  in  August,  and  1 case  each  in  October,  November,  and  December.  The 
limit  to  the  lurtlier  spread  of  the  disease  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  prompt  removal  of  the 
cases  to  the  hospital.  The  death  was  that  of  a child  aged  eight  months,  and  occurred  in 
King  Street  in  June. 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  death  was  returned  from  typhoid  fever,  and  in  all  8 cases  were 
notified.  The  first  case  occurred  at  the  “ Craven  Heifer,”  an  isolated  inn  about  a mile 
out  of  Skipton,  in  a boy  of  10  years  in  January,  but  the  family  had  only  just  moved  out 
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from  Skipton,  and  the  disease  was  evidently  contracted  before  removal.  No  clue  could  be 
obtained,  however,  at  the  house  where  they  had  previously  lived  in  Skipton,  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  disease.  The  boy  recovered,  but  unfortunately  the  father  contracted  the 
disease  while  nursing  him  and  died.  Two  separate  cases  of  a doubtful  nature  were 
reported  from  Westmorland  Street  in  January  and  February,  and  no  insanitary  condition 
was  found  on  the  premises. 

In  April  a man  aged  40,  a railway  guard,  living  in  Church  Street,  was  attacked. 
Here  there  was  no  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  case. 

In  August  a man  of  38,  living  in  Byron  Street,  the  driver  of  the  steam  road-roller  for 
the  Rural  District,  was  reported  as  suffering  from  typhoid  fever,  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  disease  was  contracted  elsewhere. 

The  case  of  a young  woman  aged  21,  a nhllhand  living  in  Church  Street,  was  notified 
in  October.  No  clue  was  obtainable. 

The  last  case  was  that  of  a man  living  in  Brook  Street.  In  this  instance  the  attack 
was  attributed  to  a foul  smell  from  a manhole,  experienced  while  inspecting  the  sewers. 

In  all  cases  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied,  but  the  cases  had  to  be 
nursed  at  their  own  homes. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  disease  was  prevalent  in  December,  and  caused  5 deaths 
among  very  young  children. 

Diaebhcea. — Two  deaths  were  returned  from  diarrhoea  in  infants,  and  occurred  in 
February  and  October  respectively. 

Eeysipelas. — No  death  occurred  from  this  cause,  but  sixteen  cases  were  notified 
throughout  the  year.  Of  these  7 were  males  and  9 females  ; 1 was  under  and  15  over 
five  years  of  age. 

Influenza.— A single  death  was  attributed  to  influenza  of  the  gastric  type,  in  a 
woman  of  64,  and  occurred  in  May. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  81st,  1897  : — 

No.  of  complaints  received 29 

No.  of  houses  built 54 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected 896 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 92 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 39 

Privies  and  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 27 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water 83 

Water  closets  provided  73 

Pail  closets  provided  2 

Houses  supplied  with  water  supply  54 

Ashpits,  new  provided  and  ashtubs  134 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 115 

No.  of  ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  26 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other 

refuse  26 

Eaves  troughs  provided  7 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 3 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 3 

Samples  taken  under  “ Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ” (Milk)  2 

Smoke  records  taken  2 

Offensive  trades  complained  of  1 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  28 

Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 6 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected  12 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  9 

Bakehouses  inspected 3 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected 22 

Milkshops  inspected 18 

Canal  boats  inspected 279 

Premises  examined  under  “ Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ” 2 

Plans  approved  30 

Plans  disapproved  9 

JOSEPH  ACKERNLEY,  A.S.I.,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — The  Common  Lodging  Houses  and 
Slaughter  Houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  former  are  fairly  well  kept.  In 
three  instances  Jilthy  houses  were  cleansed  after  notice.  No  instance  of  overcrowding  was 
reported,  and  no  unsoimd  meat  has  to  my  knowledge  been  exposed  for  sale.  Two  samples 
of  milk  were  sent  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination, 
and  both  were  pronounced  of  “ genuine  ” character.  Samples  under  the  “ Food  and 
Drugs  Act  ” are  regularly  taken  by  the  County  Council’s  Inspector.  One  complaint  under 
the  head  of  noxious  trades  was  received,  that  of  a nuisance  at  the  bone  yard.  No  legal 
'proceedings  were  rendered  necessary  during  the  year. 

279  Canal  Boats  were  boarded  and  inspected,  and  notices  served  to  abate  faulty 
conditions  found. 
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The  matters  which  require  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  The  continued  improvement  and  augmentation  of  the  water  supply,  so  as 

ensure  a constant  supply  to  the  town  for  all  purposes. 

2.  The  provision  of  adequate  means  for  the  flushing  and  proper  ventilation  of 

the  main  sewers  in  Middletown,  and  the  proper  paving  and  channeling 
of  the  back  streets  in  Middletown  and  Newtown. 

3.  The  carrying  out,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  of  the  joint  scheme  for  the 

provision  of  a permanent  hospital  for  the  isolation  of  infectious 
diseases,  and  of  efficient  apparatus  for  the  proper  disinfection  of 
bedding,  clothing,  &c. 

4.  The  provision  of  a public  abattoir  for  the  town,  and  dispensing  with  the 

existing  slaughter  houses. 

5.  The  removal  of  the  Cattle  Market  from  the  streets  of  the  town. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Skipton  Urban  District  Council, 
February,  1898. 
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The  following  Tables  A and  B are  copied  from  my  returns  to  the  Local  Government  Board  :■ 
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SKIPTON 


S I L S D E N 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1897. 


Area,  7,060  acres;  Rateable  Value  (1897),  £13,618;  Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  596;  (1881),  752;  (1891),  841;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  2,714;  (1881),  3,329;  (1891),  3,866;  Estimated  (1897), 
4,150. 


Inspection  of  District.  This  District  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection 
throughout  the  year,  and  special  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  continue  the  special  house-to-house  survey 
commenced  last  year,  owing  to  the  Inspector’s  having  to  act  as  Clerk  of  the  Works  to  the 
sewerage  scheme. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress.  Water  Supply.  The  town  possesses  a con- 
stant and  plentiful  supply  of  water.  This  is  supplied  by  gravitation  from  the  Council’s 
own  reservoirs.  Their  storage  capacity  is  small,  but  should  the  necessity  arise,  water  can 
be  drawn  from  the  works  of  the  Bradford  Corporation.  No  shortness  of  supply  has  been 
experienced  this  year.  In  outlying  parts  of  the  District  the  inhabitants  are  dependent 
for  their  supply  upon  private  wells  and  springs,  and  water  is  in  a few  instances  piped 
into  the  house.  No  extensions  of  public  mains  have  been  laid  this  year. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  works  of  main  sewerage  for  the  town  of  Silsden, 
which  were  commenced  in  September  of  last  year,  have  been  in  progress  throughout  the 
year,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  H.  Longbottom,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  as 
Clerk  of  the  Works,  and  are  practically  completed.  At  the  sewage  outfall  works  a series 
of  five  subsidence  tanks  have  been  constructed,  and  the  land  has  been  laid  out  in  different 
filtration  areas.  Seventy-seven  houses  along  the  main  line  of  sewer  have  been  connected 
therewith.  The  following  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  laid  during  the  year  : — 


SILSDEN  SEWERAGE. 


LOCALITY. 

From  Sewage  Farm  to  Keighley  Road 

,,  Bottom  of  Kirkgate  to  Skipton  Road 

,,  Last-named  point  to  Hothfield  Street 

„ Top  of  Kirkgate  to  North  Street 

„ Last-named  point  to  Town  Head  

„ North  Street  to  Bolton  Road  

„ Last-named  point  to  Bolton  Terrace  

??  JJ  ?>  

„ Berry  Bridge  to  Green 

„ „ Old  Hall 

,,  ,,  Bridge  Road  

,,  Prince  Street  to  Oakland  Cottage  

,,  Elliott  Street  to  Skipton  Road 

„ Kirkgate  to  Top  of  Aire  View 

,,  Hamsworth  Road  to  Top  of  St.  John  Street 
„ St.  John  Street  to  Daisy  Hill  


Pipes  Laid 
in  Yards. 

Size  of 
Pipes. 

Man- 

holes. 

Lamp 

holes. 

. . 135  . . 

18in. 

. . 1 

. . — 

. . 420  . . 

15in. 

. . 7 

1 

. . 170  . . 

12in. 

. . 2 

1 

. . 310  . . 

15in. 

. . 5 

3 

. . 190  . . 

12in. 

. . 2 

1 

. . 215  . . 

12in. 

. . 3 

2 

. . 100  . . 

12in. 

49  . . 

9in. 

i 5 

. . 100  . . 

12in. 

. . 2 

i 

..  130  .. 

12in. 

. . 2 

i 

. . 140  . . 

12in. 

. . 4 

i 

. . 220  . . 

12in. 

. . 5 

. . — 

. . 310  . . 

12in. 

. . 4 

i 

..  250  .. 

12in. 

. . 3 

i 

. . 260  . . 

12in. 

. . 5 

i 

..  280  .. 

1 2in. 

. . 2 

2 

2 


IRON  PIPE  SEWER  UNDER  SILSDEN  BECK. 


LOCALITY. 


Pipes  Laid  Size  of 

in  Yards.  Pipes. 


Man-  Lamp- 
holes.  holes. 


From  Keighley  Road  to  Clog  Bridge  360 

„ Last-named  point  to  Top  of  St.  John  Street  ....  164 


,,  Last-named  point  to  Bolton  Road  280 

Branches  for  connections 90 


15in. 


12in. 


With 

Adam’s 

Flushing 

Chamber. 


9in. 


1 Man-hole 
and  1 
Flushing 
Chamber. 


6in.  . . — 


Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.  Great  improvement  has  taken  place  during  late 
years  in  the  method  of  excrement  disposal.  The  privies  in  the  town  used  to  belong  chiefly 
to  the  old  fashioned  uncovered  midden  type.  These  were  gradually  converted  into  privies 
with  movable  receptacles.  All  those  of  recent  erection  are  constructed  on  plans  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  advocated  in  the  model  bye-laws.  In  outlying  parts  of  the 
District,  the  privies  are  either  of  the  uncovered  midden  type,  or  what  are  known  as  block 
privies.  On  the  completion  of  the  main  sewerage  the  provision  of  some  form  of  water 
closet  is  insisted  upon  in  the  case  of  all  new  property,  and  in  many  instances  existing  pail- 
closets  are  being  converted  into  slop-water  closets.  Since  the  year  1887  the  Council 
undertook  by  contract  the  removal  of  night-soil  and  ashpit  refuse.  In  April,  1894,  the 
Council  decided  to  undertake  the  work,  and  purchased  two  scavenging  carts  and  a horse 
for  the  purpose.  The  work  is  done  in  the  daytime  in  the  winter  months,  and  during  the 
night  in  the  summer,  and  has  been  well  carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

Bye-Laws  and  Regulations.  The  Council  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
“Slaughter-houses”  and  “Common  Lodging-houses,”  which  were  allowed  in  1884,  and 
with  respect  to  “New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  allowed  in  1885.  They  are,  with  a few 
modifications,  closely  assimilated  to  the  “Model  Bye-laws”  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886, 
has  been  adopted. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted.  The  “Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,”  was  adopted  in  1893,  and  came  into  operation  on  January  27th,  1894.  Part  III  of 
the  “Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  was  adopted  in  April,  1894. 

Street  Improvement.  An  improvement  has  been  effected  this  year  in  the  widening 
of  Berry’s  Bridge  at  the  junction  of  Skipton-road  with  Bridge -street,  consisting  of  a 
length  of  about  30  yards,  which  has  improved  the  approach  to  five  different  streets,  at  a 
cost  of  about  £60. 

Joint  Hospital.  The  scheme  for  the  Joint  Permanent  Hospital  at  Skipton,  plans 
for  which  were  ready  at  the  close  of  last  year,  has  been  in  abeyance  throughout  the  year, 
though  several  meetings  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee  have  been  held.  Delay 
has  been  caused  in  the  signing  of  the  agreements  by  the  various  Authorities  concerned, 
and  in  the  arrangements  as  to  the  water  supply  to  the  hospital  site  and  outfall  sewers 
and  sewage  disposal,  plans  of  which  have  had  to  be  prepared  to  be  submitted  along  with 
the  hospital  plans.  The  provisional  agreement  with  Lord  Plothfield’s  agent  for  the 
purchase  of  the  site  and  easements  has  also  had  to  be  finally  arranged.  The  Joint 
Temporary  Hospital  at  Skipton,  in  which  this  Council  has  a share,  has  not  been  used  by 
this  Authority  during  the  year. 
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Population.  At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  2,714  living  in  596  houses, 
and  that  of  1881  was  3,329  living  in  752  houses.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was  found 
to  be  3,866  living  in  841  houses.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1897  to  he 
4,150  living  in  1,066  houses,  or  an  average  of  3-8  per  house. 

Births.  The  total  births  registered  were  113  in  number  (56  males  and  57  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  five  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  27‘2  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  26*3  last  year,  and  32‘3  in  1895.  The  natural  increase  to  the 
population  is  33. 

Deaths.  The  total  deaths  returned  were  79  in  number  (47  males  and  32  females). 
To  this  must  be  added  one  death  belonging  to  the  District  which  occurred  in  the  Skipton 
Workhouse.  This  is  an  increase  of  11  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual 
death-rate  of  19-2  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  16-8  last  year,  and  16‘5  in  1895. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  each  quarter  as  follows : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

1885  

25  

17  .... 

16  

14 

1886  

17  

6 

17  

21 

1887  

15  

10  

22  

15 

1888  

22  

13  

20  

17 

1889  

15  

16  

19 

23 

1890  

20  

15  

7 

19 

1891  . . . 

16  

42  

9 

15 

1892  

14  

35  

11  

12 

1893  

18  

18  

21  

21 

1894  

13  

18  

14  

15 

1895  

20  

16  

....  19  

12 

1896  

14  

16  

11  

27 

1897  .... 

25  

. . . . 15  . . . , 

13  . ... 

....  26 

The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as  follows: — 


Deaths  under 

1 

year 

of  age 

24 

J? 

over 

1 

year 

and  under  5 . . 

14 

JJ 

5 

5J 

15  . . 

2 

?? 

?? 

15 

5? 

25  . . 

4 

25 

60  . . 

12 

J? 

60 

23 

under  5 years  of  age. 


over  5 years  of  age. 


Total 


79 


It  will  be  seen  that  nearly  half  of  the  total  deaths  were  those  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age. 
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TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  last  thirteen 
years  1885-1897  inclusive,  and  also  the  average  of  the  decade  1878-87 : — 


year. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Births. 

Deaths.* 

1885 

3630 

786 

95 

72 

1886 

3700 

840 

117 

62 

1887 

3770 

840 

105 

64 

Average  for  10  years  1878-87 

3457 

110 

67 

1888 

3860 

840 

111 

75 

1889 

3940 

840 

118 

73 

1890 

4020 

874 

122 

62 

1891 

3866 

841 

120 

83 

1892 

3900 

890 

121 

73 

1893 

3950 

950 

114 

78 

1894 

4000 

1030 

99 

60 

1895 

4050 

1039 

131 

67 

1896 

4100 

1060 

108 

69 

1897 

4150 

1066 

113 

80 

* Including  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  who  died  in  the  Skipton  Workhouse. 


TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  average  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among 
children,  and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  ten  years  1878-87,  and  in  the  last 
thirteen  years. 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

26-1 

20-1 

15-0 

11-5 

20-5 

1 

1886 

31-6 

16-7 

19-3 

10-2 

33-8 

1 

1887 

27-8 

16-9 

20-3 

12-3 

42-1 

2 

Mean  for 

decade 

32-0 

19-5 

20-2 

12-3 

33-8 

1-3 

1878-87. 

1888 

28-7 

19-4 

13-3 

9-0 

26-6 

3 

1889 

29-9 

18-5 

24-6 

15-2 

36-9 

0 

1890 

30-3 

15'4 

20-9 

10-6 

30-6 

1 

1891 

31-0 

21-4 

25-3 

17-5 

37-3 

1 

1892 

31-0 

18-7 

31-5 

19-0 

43-8 

1 

1893 

28-8 

19-7 

20-5 

14-0 

26-9 

0 

1894 

24-7 

15-0 

18-3 

11-1 

31-6 

0 

1895 

32-3 

16-5 

26-8 

13-7 

38-8 

0 

1896 

26-3 

16-8 

27-5 

17-5 

39-1 

1 

1897 

272 

192 

300 

21-2 

475 

1 

0 


The  birth-rate,  though  a little  higher  than  that  of  last  year,  is  considerably  below  the 
average.  The  general  death-rate,  though  higher  than  it  has  been  during  the  previous 
three  years,  is  about  the  average ; while  the  infant  mortality  is  the  highest  ever  recorded, 
and  the  percentages  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  and  under  five  are  both 
excessive,  the  latter  reaching  the  high  figure  of  47 -5.  This  increase  is  contributed  to  by 
the  unusual  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  which  together  accounted  for  14 
deaths.  Among  persons  aged  60  and  upwards  there  were  23  deaths,  or  a percentage  to 
total  deaths  of  30 ‘0. 

Mean  Age  at  Death.  The  mean  age  at  death  was  28-8  (31-5  for  males  and  24‘9  for 
females),  as  compared  with  28'3  last  year,  and  35-8  in  1895. 

TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  uncertified 
deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years  1895,  1896, 
and  1897. 


Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified 

61 

60 

74 

91-0 

88-2 

93-6 

Uncertified 

5 

4 

2 

7-4 

6-6 

2-5 

Inquests 

1 

4 

3 

1-4 

6-6 

3-7 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  Assigned. 

St.  John’s  Square  

M 

2 minutes 

Not  known. 

Bolton  Road  

M 

21 

Rupture  of  a blood-vessel 

and  syncope. 

TABLE  IY. 

Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
population  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

isoe'isgi 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1 . Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

6 

12 

16 

1-4 

2-8 

3-8 

89-5 

176 

202 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

12 

9 

14 

2-9 

2-1 

3-3 

179 

132 

177 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

8 

9 

8 

1-9 

2-1 

1-9 

119 

132 

101 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

6 

6 

4 

1-4 

1-4 

0-9 

89-5 

88-2 

50-6 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

1 

1 

3 

0-2 

0-2 

0-7 

14-9 

14-7 

37-9 

6 


NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  the  largest  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  in  that 
of  Diseases  of  the  Lungs. 

TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox  

Measles 

1 

6 

14-4 

75-9 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

14-4 

Diphtheria  and  Mem-  1 
branous  Croup  . . ( 

Mem.  Croup. 

l 

Mem.  Croup. 

2 

Mem.  Croup. 

2 

14-9 

28-9 

25-3 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

8 

29-8 

14-4 

101 

Fever 

4 

57-9 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

44-7 

43-4 

Sixteen  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  Zymotic  Disease,  as  compared  with  12 
last  year,  and  6 in  1895.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  3-8  per  1,000  living,  and 
is  the  highest  zymotic  rate  this  year  in  the  Combined  District.  Fourteen  of  the  deaths 
were  due  to  measles  and  whooping  cough.  Thirty-seven  certificates  were  received  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  as  compared  with  106  last  year. 

Scarlatina.  No  death  was  returned  from  this  disease,  and  only  seven  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  76  last  year.  There  occurred  two  cases  in  one 
house  in  February,  three  cases  in  one  house  in  March,  and  single  isolated  cases  in  April 
and  June.  Had  the  first  cases  been  removed  to  the  hospital,  this  would  have  avoided  the 
further  spread  of  the  disease  in  these  households,  but  we  were  unable  to  persuade  the 
parents  to  consent  to  the  removal. 

Membranous  Croup.  Two  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  one  in  a child  of 
nine  months  in  Kirkgate  in  February,  and  the  other  in  a child  of  13  months  in  Bridge - 
street  in  October.  Four  other  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  these  occurred  on 
Silsden  Moor  in  February,  Tufton -street  in  April,  Raikes  Head  in  September,  and 
Woodside  in  November.  At  Raikes  Head  the  house-drain  was  of  rubble,  and  passed  under 
the  floor  of  the  living-room,  and  the  slopstone  pipe  was  directly  connected  therewith. 
This  was  altered  at  the  time.  In  the  other  instances  no  insanitary  condition  was 
discovered. 
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Typhoid  Fever.  No  death  was  returned  from  this  disease,  but  nine  cases  were 
notified  as  typhoid  fever  during  the  year.  Three  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  North  - 
street  in  February,  in  persons  aged  7,  11,  aud  18  respectively.  The  cases  were  mild  in 
character,  and  there  was  no  clue  to  their  origin.  The  next  was  a case  in  a girl  of  eight,, 
living  in  Chapel-lane,  and  this  was  reported  in  March.  In  May  a case  was  notified  in 
a child  of  three,  in  Tufton- street.  This  was  a house  of  recent  erection,  and  no  insanitary 
condition  was  found.  In  September  three  oases  occurred  in  a house  at  Raikes  Head,  the 
same  house  where  the  case  of  membranous  croup  occurred  at  the  same  time,  and  where 
there  was  a stone  drain  passing  under  the  house.  A single  case  of  a doubtful  nature 
occurred  in  December  in  a child  of  two,  in  South  View-terrace.  Here  there  were  no 
sanitary  defects.  In  all  cases  precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied. 

Continued  Fever.  A single  case  was  notified  in  a woman  of  52,  in  East-view, 
in  June.  At  this  house  nothing  wrong  was  found. 

Measles.  This  disease  was  prevalent  in  Silsden  in  January,  and  caused  six  deaths 
among  very  young  children.  Measles  is  not  notifiable  under  the  Act,  and  individual  cases 
are  not  reported.  Bills  giving  precautions  were  posted  throughout  the  District. 

Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  was  also  prevalent,  mostly  in  January  and  February, 
and  caused  eight  deaths  during  the  year  in  young  children. 

Erysipelas.  One  death  was  returned  from  erysipelas  in  a man  of  69,  in  November. 
Fourteen  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year.  Of  these,  six  were  males  and  eight 
females,  and  all  were  adults. 


TABLE  VI. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK,  &c.,  completed  in  the 


year  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 

No.  of  Complaints  received 6 

No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year  48 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected 56 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 6 

Ditto  Trapped  and  Ventilated 11 

Privies  and  Water  Closets,  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 7 

Water  Closets  provided  2 

Slop  Water  Closets  provided  18 

Pail  Closets  provided  52 

Water  supply,  Houses  provided  with 48 

Ashpits,  new  provided 48 

Ditto,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c 6 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 2 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  \ 

other  Refuse j ® 

Filthy  Houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 1 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 19 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  6 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 6 

Canal  Boats  Inspected  14 

Plans  approved 9 

Plans  disapproved 4 


HY.  LONGBOTTOM,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Slaughter-houses,  &c.  The  six  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
are  fairly  well  kept.  There  is  no  Common  Lodging-house  in  the  District.  There  are  no 
noxious  trades.  No  instance  of  over-crowding  was  reported.  No  case  of  unsound  meat , 
exposed  for  sale,  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  No  Legal  Proceedings  have  been  taken. 

Fourteen  Canal  Boats  were  examined  by  the  Inspector  under  the  Act,  and  no  action 
was  necessary. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

vn  f r ' 

1.  The  completion  of  the  system  of  sewerage. 

2.  The  provision,  in  combination  with  the  Skipton  Authorities,  of  (a)  a hospital 

for  the  isolation  of  infectious  disease,  together  with  (6)  efficient  stoving 
apparatus  for  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  and  (c)  an  ambulance 
for  the  proper  removal  of  cases. 


FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Silsden  Urban  District  Council, 
February,  1898. 


TABLE  A. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Fifteen  Years  1883-97,  iu  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Silsden,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  the  District 

and  the  Births  therein  during  each  year. 


Population  at  all 
Ages. 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Mortality  from  Disease,  under  5 Years  and  above  5 Years  of  Age. 

Name  of  Locality 
adopted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  these  Statistics; 
public  institutions  being 
excluded. 

1 

Census. 

2 

Estimated  to  middle 

w of  Year. 

^ Registered  Births 

At  all 
Ages. 

5 

Under 

1 

year. 

6 

1 

and 

under 

5 

7 

5 

and 

under 

15 

8 

15 

and 

under 

25 

9 

25 

and 

under 

60 

10 

60 

and 

upwd’s. 

11 

12 

M 

O 

Q-, 

2 

Ul 

13 

CD 

In 

ci 

§ 

14 

d 

.2 

Th 

c$ 

o 

in 

15 

d 

3 

Oh 

5 

16 

hi  Croup  (not 

spasmodic). 

Whooping  Cough. 

Continued 

Fevers. 

d 

is 

, o 
*i  -s 
° 

23 

^ Rheumatic  Fever. 

a 

'3 

_Qh 

'ot 

W 

25 

d 

2 

8 

p^, 

CL, 

26 

^ Puerperal  Fever. 

i 

i 

T3 

d 

c3 

af  S5 

o 

-d  q » 

§ i'i 

2 Si 

CQ  Ph  P- 

30 

^ Heart  Disease. 

.2 

d 

'S’ 

32 

Other  Diseases. 

N 

d 

cq 

a 

34 

«3 

3 

J 

H 

19 

to  Enteric  or 

O Typhoid. 

to  Other  or 

1-1  Doubtful. 

G 

t 

8 « 
-r  a 
Z.  v 

Q Ci 

22 

Q 

3 

biO 

28 

0Q 

12 

_G 

Ph 

29 

SILSDEN  1S83 

3,840 

121 

66 

12 

9 

3 

6 

15 

21 

Uuder  5 

1 

2 

10 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

i 

11 

12 

6 

2 

11 

1884 

3,560 

113 

48 

12 

4 

2 

21 

9 

Under  5 

i 

3 

2 

12 

5 upwards 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

i 

i 

12 

1885 

3,G30 

95 

72 

11 

4 

1 

6 

21 

29 

Under  5 

10 

i 

4 

5 upwards 

16 

5 

2 

26 

„ 1886 

3,700 

117 

61 

12 

9 

4 

3 

16 

17 

Under  5 

1 

1 

8 

8 

5 upwards 

3 

6 

12 

5 

17 

,.  . ...  1887 

3,770 

105 

62 

13 

14 

2 

4 

14 

15 

Under  5 

5 

i 

2 

10 

1 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

2 

i 

4 

9 

3 

2 

12 

,,  . ...1888 

3 R70 

111 

72 

10 

10 

7 

6 

15 

24 

U nder  5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

8 

’ 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

10 

2 

21 

„ 1889 

3,940 

118 

73 

18 

9 

3 

4 

16 

23 

U nder  5 

1 

2 

1 

... 

6 

17 

5 upwards 

... 

2 

2 

5 

7 

12 

1 

17 

1890 

4,020 

122 

61 

13 

3 

3 

12 

24 

Under  5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

5 upwards 

1 

5 

10 

13 

3 

10 

„ 1891 

3,866 

120 

82 

21 

10 

3 

5 

17 

26 

Under  5 

6 

1 

8 

13 

3 

5 upwards 

1 

2 

6 

9 

11 

1 

12 

9 

1 

1892 

3,900 

121 

72 

23 

9 

3 

2 

21 

14 

Uuder  5 

1 

4 

6 

8 

12 

5 upwards 

2 

6 

4 

4 

2 

16 

6 

„ 1893 

3,950 

114 

78 

16 

5 

1 

2 

17 

37 

Under  5 

2 

2 

4 

i 

1 

2 

3 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

i 

4 

12 

10 

27 

1 ' 

„ 1894 

4,000 

99 

60 

11 

8 

3 

4 

11 

23 

Under  5 

1 

10 

1 

1 

5 

1 

5 upwards 

2 

3 

7 

12 

1 

16 

„ 1895 

4,050 

131 

67 

18 

8 

1 

2 

16 

22 

Under  5 

1 

2 

3 

7 

1 

12 

5 upwards 

6 

5 

13 

14 

3 

„ 1896 

4,100 

108 

68 

19 

8 

1 

6 

19 

15 

Under  5 

1 

2 

1 

i 

2 

6 

1 

13 

5 upwards 

1 

3 

1 

8 

3 

7 

1 

17 

.>  1897 

4,150 

113 

79 

24 

14 

2 

4 

12 

23 

Under  5 

6 

2 

8 

7 

15 

5 upwards 

... 

1 

6 

7 

6 

3 

18 

TABLE  B 1897 

Under  5 

3 

6 

2 

Share  in  Skipton  Joint  Temporary 
Hospital  since  October,  1896. 

5 upwards 

4 

7 

1 

14 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


OAKWORTH 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1897. 


Area,  9,225  acres  ; Rateable  Value  (1897),  <£14,531  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  1,284;  (1881/,  1,337  ; (1891),  1,373;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  5,683  ; (1881),  5,769  ; (1891),  5,870  ; Estimated  (1897) 
5,058. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  and  progress  has  been  made  in  the  general  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  insanitary 
conditions  found. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply. — The  Keighley  water  supply 
from  Water  Sheddles  Reservoir  is  extended  to  Oakwortli  and  Lane  Ends,  and  laid  into 
most  of  the  houses.  At  Stanbury,  water  is  also  piped  into  the  majority  of  the  houses 
from  a spring  by  the  owner  of  the  property.  At  Goose  Eye,  Oldfield,  and  Newsholme, 
the  water  supply  has  for  the  most  part  to  be  fetched  by  the  inhabitants  from  springs  and 
shallow  wells  at  various  distances,  and  in  a few  cases  it  is  laid  into  the  houses.  Eight 
houses  remaining  at  Brackenbank  have  water  laid  on  to  them  from  a spring.  Last  year 
I reported  upon  the  unsuitability  of  the  Chip  Hill  and  Bogtliorn  supplies,  and  urged  the 
provision  of  a proper  supply,  or  the  extension  of  the  Oakworth  water  main  to  supply 
these  houses.  The  main  is  being  extended  from  Sykes  Head  to  Chip  Hill,  consisting  of 
183  yards  of  3-inch  pipes.  No  other  extension  of  public  main  has  been  laid  in  the 
District  this  year.  At  Laycock  the  inhabitants  were  formerly  supplied  with  water  by 
means  of  a public  dipping  well,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  this  source  was  liable  to 
pollution.  They  were  called  upon  to  provide  a suitable  supply.  The  services  of  Mr. 
Lester  Gataker,  of  Bath,  a water  diviner,  were  employed  in  February,  and  he  selected 
several  sites  at  which  he  said  sufficient  water  would  be  found  on  sinking.  In  most  cases 
the  suggested  depth  required  to  be  sunk  was  over  100  ieet.  The  site  requiring  the  least 
sinking  was  selected,  and  water  was  found  at  a depth  of  40  ft.  (suggested  depth  35  ft.) 
This  has  been  conveyed  by  syphon  into  a tank  of  a capacity  of  9,000  gallons,  from  which 
it  has  been  piped  to  the  houses. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Oakworth  proper  is  the  only  place  in  the  present  District 
where  a proper  scheme  of  sewerage  has  been  provided.  In  other  parts  the  rubble 
highway  drains  are  made  to  act  as  sewers,  and  the  private  drainage  is  also  constructed  for 
the  most  part  of  rubble.  In  houses  of  recent  erection  the  drains  are  laid  in  sanitary  pipes 
and  are  properly  disconnected.  In  many  of  the  older  houses  there  are  no  slopstones,  but 
grates  are  provided  outside.  No  extension  of  main  sewer  has  been  laid  this  year.  At 
Goose  Eye  the  sewerage  of  cottage  property  is  about  to  be  undertaken  by  the  owner  of 
the  property,  along  with  the  disposal  of  the  mill  refuse  from  the  Turkey  Paper  Mills. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  method  of  excrement  disposal  chiefly  in  use 
throughout  the  District  is  the  common  privy-midden.  All  those  of  recent  erection  are 
constructed  upon  proper  principles.  A number  have  been  provided  with  moveable  recep- 
tacles. Since  the  provision  of  a proper  sewerage  scheme  at  Oakworth  a number  of 
Duckett’s  Waste  Water  Closets  have  been  put  in,  and  in  all  new  property  here  this  form 
of  closet  is  adopted.  The  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  was  undertaken  by 
contract  in  1898,  and  the  work  was  again  relet  in  March  last  to  Mr.  James  Firth,  of 
Grange  Farm,  for  one  year  for  £90.  The  scavenging  area  is  continuous  with  the  special 
drainage  district  of  Oakworth  proper.  Frequent  complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  carried  out.  In  other  parts  the  scavenging  is  for  the 
most  part  dependent  upon  tenants,  and  in  a few  instances  is  undertaken  by  the  large 
property  owners. 

In  connection  with  the  scavenging,  during  the  eight  months  commencing  May  1st, 
the  following  amounts  were  removed : — Number  of  loads  of  dry  ashpit-refuse,  187 ; 
number  of  loads  of  mixed  ashes  and  nightsoil,  66  ; number  of  pails  emptied  2205. 

Byelaws,  &c. — The  byelaws  previously  in  force  in  this  District,  which  were  sanctioned 
in  1878,  were  repealed  in  1889,  and  the  Board  adopted  the  Model  Byelaws,  with  certain 
modifications,  with  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “ Slaughter-Houses,” 
“ Common  Lodging-Houses,”  the  “ Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits,  &c.,” 
and  “ Cemetery.”  This  Authority  issued  a series  of  Regulations  under  the  “ Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  which  came  into  force  on  May  1st,  1889. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted  by  this  Authority,  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  of  February,  1890.  The 
Board  in  1893  adopted  Part  III.  of  the  “ Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890.” 

Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital. — This  hospital,  situated  at  Morton  Banks  in 
the  Keighley  Rural  District,  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  cases  on  February  3rd,  and 
has  been  used  for  the  isolation  of  one  case  of  scarlatina  from  this  district.  An  out- 
bathing-block  has  been  erected,  and  tne  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion,  which  was  commenced 
in  April,  is  almost  ready  for  use.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  in  May, 
and  sanction  since  given  to  a loan  of  T2,000  to  purchase  additional  land  above  the  hospital 
site,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a smallpox  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  various  Authorities 
comprised  under  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 
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Population.— At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  5,688,  and  that  of  1881  was 
5,769.  The  census  of  1891  showed  the  population  to  be  5,870,  living  in  1,378  houses. 
I have  estimated  the  population  up  to  the  middle  of  1897  to  be  5,058,  living  in  1,124 
houses,  or  an  average  of  4-5  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  85  in  number  (37  males  and  48  females). 
This  is  a decrease  of  1 from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  16-8 
per  1,000,  which  is  again  this  year  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  Combined  District.  The 
birth-rate  during  the  two  previous  years  was  17'6  and  24'0.  The  natural  increase  to  the 
population  is  19. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  66  in  number  (36  males  and  30  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  9 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  13'0  per 
1000  living,  as  compared  with  11*7  last  year,  and  16'0  in  1895. 


The  deaths  were  distributed  among  the  quarters  of  the  year  as  follows  : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4 th  Quar 

1885 

40  ... 

34  

27  

19 

1886 

2o  ... 

34  

16  ..  .. 

28 

1887 

86  ... 

22  

33  .... 

20 

1888  ... 

30  ... 

27  

24  

33 

1889  ... 

21  ... 

21  

19  ...  . 

31 

1890  . . 

33  ... 

30  . . . . 

23  ...  . 

25 

1891  ... 

30  ... 

42  .... 

23  

24 

1892  ... 

83  ... 

25  

24  

29 

1893  ... 

34  ... 

23  

24  

24 

1894  ... 

24  . . 

25  

23  

27 

1895  ... 

29  ... 

25  

18  

23 

1896  . . 

17 

12  

13  

15 

1S97 

15  . . . 

19  

10  

22 

The  mortality  as  to  age  was  as 

follows 

Keighley 

Parish.  Stanbury. 

Deaths  under 

1 year  of  age 

..  9 ... 

2) 

r 16  under  5 

years  of  ag 

,,  over 

1 year  and  under  5 .... 

5 

m n 

5 

15.... 

..  — ... 

15 

25.... 

..  3 ... 

1 

» * ♦ t 

25 

60.... 

..  7 ... 

f 50  over  5 years  of  age 

60  

..  33  ... 

6/ 

Total 


66 
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Tables  A and  B of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Oakworth  Urban  Sanitary 
District  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 

TABLE  A. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 


— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age 
+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age 


Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlatina  

Diphtheria  

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”) 

Whooping  Cough  

Typhus  .... 


Continued” 
Fevers. 


-!  Enteric  or  Typhoid 


\ Of  other  or  doubtful  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  

Cholera  

Rheumatic  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Pyaemia  

Puerperal  Fever  

Ague  

Influenza  

Phthisis  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy 

Heart  Disease 

Injuries  

Diseases  not  named  above 


Total 


Total  Deaths 
registered  in  District. 


Keighley 

Parish. 


—5 


14 


+ 5 


1 

4 

10 

11 

17 


43 


Stanbury. 


— 5 


+ 5 


Total. 


-5 


16 


+ 5 


1 

4 

11 

13 

21 


50 
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TABLE  B. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. 

Joint  Hospital 
at 

Morton  Banks. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age/ 
-f- 5 means  over  5 years  of  age.../ 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

—5 

+ 5 

Smallpox  

Scarlatina 

2 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  

... 

1 

1 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

Typhus  

Enteric  or  Tvplioid  

$ ■ 

Continued  

2 

2 

fa 

Relapsing  

. 

.Puerperal  

... 

Cholera 

Erysipelas  

11 

11 

Totals  

3 

14 

17 

1 

The  following  Tables,  I.  to  V.,  are  uniform  with  those  of  previous  years  : — 

TABLE  I. 


Table  showing  population,  births  and  deaths  for  the  years  1885-97  inclusive,  together 


with  average  for  period  of  ten  years  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Population  estimated  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

5,810 

125 

120 

1886 

5,820 

140 

98 

1887 

5,830 

166 

111 

Average  for  Decade, 
1878-87. 

5,821 

151 

106 

1888 

5,830 

142 

114 

1889 

5,840 

139 

92 

1890 

5.900 

148 

' 111 

1891 

Census  5,870 

151 

119 

1892 

5,880 

154 

111 

1898 

5,890 

149 

105 

1894 

5,900 

148 

99 

1895 

5,910 

142 

95 

1896 

4,870 

86 

57 

1897 

5,058 

85 

66 
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TABLE  II. 


Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates-among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  thirteen  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  the 
average  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

21-5 

20-6 

16-6 

16-0 

27-5 

1886 

24-0 

16-8 

13-2 

9-2 

17-3 

1887 

28-4 

19-0 

25-2 

16-8 

36-0 

Average 

for  Decade 
1878-87 

25-8 

18-2 

19-2 

13-5 

29-2 

1888 

24-3 

19-5 

14-0 

11-2 

28-0 

1889 

23-8 

15-7 

15-2 

10-0 

28-2 

1890 

25-0 

18-8 

18-9 

14-1 

25-2 

1891 

35-7 

20-2 

14-2 

11-2 

26-8 

1892 

261 

18-8 

21-6 

15-5 

36-0 

1893 

25-2 

17-8 

19-0 

13-4 

29-5 

1894 

25-0 

16-7 

20-2 

13-5 

34-3 

1895 

240 

16-0 

14-7 

9-8 

29-4 

1896 

17-6 

11-7 

14-0 

9-3 

19-2 

1897 

16  8 

130 

166 

129 

242 

The  birth-rate  is  the  lowest  upon  record  for  this  district,  and  the  lowest  in  the 
Combined  District.  The  general  death-rate,  though  higher  than  last  year,  is  considerably 
below  the  average.  The  infant-mortality  and  percentages  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  under 
one  and  under  five  years  of  age  are  all  below  the  average.  Among  persons  aged  60  and 
upwards  there  were  39  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  59-0,  which  is  the 
highest  in  the  Combined  District. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  49'8  (46'6  for  males,  and 
53‘6  for  females),  as  compared  with  43-4  last  year,  and  39-6  in  1895. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified  

89  - 

53 

57 

93-6 

92-9 

86-3 

Uncertified  

5 

2 

7 

5-2 

3-5 

10-6 

Inquests  

1 

2 

2 

1-0 

3-5 

3-0 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  assigned. 

Lidget,  Oakworth 

F. 

10  mos. 

Bronchitis,  Convulsions 

Lidget,  Oakworth 

F. 

69 

Bursting  of  a Blood-vessel 

Lidget,  Oakworth 

F. 

86 

Old  Age 

Lidget,  Oakworth 

M. 

2 days. 

Premature  Birth 

Scholes,  Oakworth 

M. 

4 mos. 

Convulsions 

Church  Street,  Oakworth 

M. 

1 yr.  3 mos. 

Whooping  Cough,  Bronchitis 

Lumbfoot,  Stanbury 

M. 

18 

Inflammation  of  the  Lungs 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  

6 

4 

3 

1-0 

0-8 

0-5 

63-1 

70-1 

45-4 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

26 

12 

15 

4-3 

2-4 

2-9 

273 

210 

227 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

20 

9 

5 

3-3 

1-8 

0-9 

210 

157 

75-7 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

3 

2 

2 

0-5 

0-4 

0-3 

31-5 

35-0 

30-3 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

4 

1 

3 

0-7 

0-2 

0-5 

42-1 

17-5 

45-4 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,;  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

2.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

3.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a marked  diminution  this  year  in  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  Tubercular  Diseases. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  Deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox 

... 

... 

Measles  

2 

1 

21-0 

15-1 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

15-1 

Crouo 

Diphtheria  

1 

17-5 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

1 

1 

17-5 

15-1 

Fever  

8 

2 

31-5 

35-0 

Diarrhoea  

1 

10-5 

Totals  

6 

4 

3 

631 

701 

454 

Only  three  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  as  compared 
with  four  last  year,  and  six  in  1895.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  0-5  per  1000 
living.  Seventeen  certificates  were  received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification) 
Act,  1889,  as  compared  with  28  last  year,  and  of  these  11  were  cases  of  erysipelas. 

Scarlatina. — Two  cases  only  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  first  occurred  at 
Laycock  in  February,  in  a child  of  2 years,  who  was  removed  at  once  to  the  Keighley  and 
Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks,  and  made  a good  recovery.  The  other  case 
occurred  at  Spring  Head  in  October,  in  a child  of  8 years,  and  terminated  fatally  the 
same  day  it  was  notified.  The  disease  in  this  case  was  imported  from  Denholme. 
Precautions  were  taken  and  there  was  no  further  spread. 

Diphtheria. — A single  case  was  notified  at  Sykes  Bottom  in  April.  No  insanitary 
condition  was  found  on  the  premises. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  case  was  notified  as  membranous  croup  in  a young  child 
at  Scar  Top  in  November.  There  was  no  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  disease. 

Continued  Fever.— Two  cases,  mother  and  child,  were  reported  as  continued  fever 
in  a house  at  Pickles  Hill  in  December.  No  clue  was  found  to  the  origin  of  the  illness. 

Erysipelas. — No  death  occurred  from  this  cause,  but  11  cases  were  notified.  Of 
these  2 were  males  and  9 females,  and  all  occurred  in  persons  over  five  years  of  age. 

Measles. — This  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  the  district  in  February,  and  I had 
to  recommend  the  closing  of  the  Oakworth  and  Oldfield  Board  Schools  in  consequence. 
Only  one  death  was  returned  from  measles. 

Whooping  Cough.. — One  death  was  returned  from  whooping  cough  and  bronchitis 
in  a child  of  fifteen  months  in  December. 
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Influenza. — A single  death  was  returned  from  influenza  and  pneumonia  in  a man 
of  72,  at  Oldfield,  in  June. 

In  Table  VI.  will  be  found  a list  of  the  nuisances  abated,  and  minor  sanitary  improve- 
ments effected  during  the  year  : — 

TABLE  VI. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work 

&c.,  completed 

in  the 

year 

ending 

December  31st,  1897  : — 

A 

■+3 

u 

o 

© 

o 

a 

n i 

u 

O 

S-H 

Sh 

© 

Total. 

No.  of  complaints  received 

£ 

A 

c6 

O 

9 

© 

c6 

a 

ce 

Q 

2 

o 

53 

9 

No.  of  houses  built 

2 

2 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  &c.,  inspected 

280 

30 

2 

5 

2 

319 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 

7 

7 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 

5 

2 

2 

9 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water 

4 

4 

Water  closets  provided  

2 

2 

Slop  water  closets  provided  

6 

6 

Pail  closets  provided  

2 

2 

Privies  provided  

1 

2 

8 

Houses  supplied  with  water  supply  

2 

... 

2 

Ashpits,  new  provided 

1 

2 

3 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 

1 

... 

1 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  

72 

4 

2 

78 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant 
water,  animal  and  other  refuse  

19 

19 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 

1 

1 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 

1 

1 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  .. 

4 

1 

5 

Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. . . 

1 

1 

2 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  

4 

4 

Bakehouses  inspected 

1 

1 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected 

48 

48 

Plans  approved  

24 

24 

Plans  disapproved  

2 

2 

JULIUS  'SPENCER,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — The  slaughter -homes  and  bakehouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  There  is  no  common 
lodging -home  in  the  District.  No  instance  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported,  nor  has  to 
my  knowledge  any  unsound  meat  been  exposed  for  sale.  Among  trades  classified  as  noxious 
trades,  there  is  one  example,  viz.,  a knacker’s  yard,  situated  at  Bogthorn,  but  it  is  placed 
in  an  isolated  position.  The  dairies  and  cowsheds,  which  are  registered,  have  been 
inspected,  and  are  fairly  kept.  No  legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary  this  year. 


10 


The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  The  completion  of  the  Oakworth  Sewerage  Scheme. 

2.  The  provision  of  proper  means  of  sewerage  and  sewage-disposal  for  the  villages  of 
Laycock  and  Stanbury. 

8.  The  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

4.  To  consider  the  undertaking  by  contract  of  the  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit 
refuse  from  Laycock  and  Stanbury. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Oakworth  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1898. 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald  ” Works,  Skipton. 
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HAWORTH 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1897. 


Area , 1,808  acres  ; Rateable  Value  (1897),  £16,629  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  656;  (1881/,  877;  (1891),  1,099;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  2,884  ; (1881),  3,816  ; (1891),  5,034  ; Estimated  (1897), 
7,897. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  and  steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  abatement  of  insanitary  conditions  found, 
as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  Table  VI.  The  naming  of  the  streets  and  numbering  of 
the  houses  in  the  newly  added  portion  of  the  district — Lees  and  Cross  Loads — has  been 
carried  out,  and  the  special  house  to  house  survey  of  this  portion,  which  was  begun 
towards  the  end  of  last  year,  has  been  proceeded  with,  167  houses  having  been  examined, 
representing  a population  of  653  persons.  The  result  of  the  inspection  showed  that  the 
chief  sanitary  defects  consisted  in  uncovered  privy  middens,  badly  constructed  privies  and 
ashpits,  insufficient  privy  accommodation,  and  defective  drainage.  Steps  have  been  taken 
to  rectify  these  conditions  before  proceeding  further  with  the  survey. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress. — Water  Supply. — Haworth  is  supplied  by 
gravitation  from  two  reservoirs,  from  either  of  which  the  water  can  be  turned  into  the 
mains.  These  reservoirs  were  constructed  in  1851  and  1880  respectively,  and  together 
have  a capacity  of  936,000  gallons.  Owing  to  occasional  shortness  of  supply  this 
Authority  in  1892  made  an  agreement  with  the  Keighley  Corporation  to  supply  them  in 
case  of  deficiency.  The  supply  throughout  the  year  has  been  plentiful.  The  following 
extensions  of  water  mains  have  been  laid  during  the  year  : — The  public  supply  has  been 
extended  to  Coldshaw,  a length  of  221  yards  of  4-inch  main  being  laid  in  Cold  Street,  and 
about  470  yards  of  3-inch  branch  mains  up  the  side  streets.  The  owners  of  79  houses  in 
Coldshaw  have  had  notice  served  upon  them  to  connect  with  the  public  supply,  and  68 
houses  have  been  connected.  About  140  yards  of  6-inch  main  have  been  laid  to  replace 
2-inch  mains  in  Mill  Hey,  from  near  Midland  Railway  Station  to  the  bottom  of  Victoria 
Road.  The  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Keighley  Corpora- 
tion, and  it  is  laid  into  the  houses.  An  extension  has  been  laid  from  Cross  Roads  to 
Hebden  Road,  to  supply  17  houses. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  town  of  Haworth  has  no  complete  system  of  sewerage, 
the  greater  part  of  the  main  drainage  consisting  of  rubble.  In  the  case  of  new  streets 
and  buildings  the  sewers  and  drains  are  laid  in  sanitary  pipes,  and  the  sewers  in  the  main 
streets  on  the  Brow  have,  since  they  were  originally  laid,  been  provided  with  means  of 
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inspection  and  ventilation.  The  private  drainage,  except  in  the  case  of  buildings  erected 
in  recent  years,  consists  also  of  rubble.  With  a few  exceptions,  where  they  discharge  on 
to  the  land,  the  contents  of  the  sewers  find  their  way  sooner  or  later  into  the  River 
Worth,  a tributary  of  the  Aire,  which  in  addition  receives  the  refuse  from  the  mills,  and 
is  always  in  a grossly  polluted  condition.  The  question  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  of 
Haworth  has  long  been  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  land  within  the  district 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  but  now,  with  the  addition  of  the  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion 
of  the  Bingley  Outer  District,  the  sewage  from  which  is  dealt  with  in  the  Worth  Valley 
below  Haworth,  the  Council  will  be  in  a position  to  go  forward  with  a scheme.  Mr.  W. 
B.  Woodhead,  C.E.,  of  Bradford,  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  the  sewerage  of 
the  town,  and  his  scheme  was  presented  to  the  Council  in  August  last.  The  plans  were 
referred  to  the  Sewerage  Committee,  but  nothing  further  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 

Means  of  Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  privy-midden  is  the  form  of 
excrement  disposal  chiefly  in  use  throughout  the  district.  Many  of  the  older  ones  have 
been  re-constructed  or  moveable  receptacles  have  been  provided.  The  erection  of  new 
privies  is  subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  bye-laws  in  force.  Since  1879  the  Board  has 
contracted  for  the  removal  of  nightsoil  and  ashpit  refuse,  and  the  work  has  been  very  well 
done  during  the  past  year.  A public  tip  for  refuse  is  provided  on  the  moor  at  West  Lane 
end,  but  this  will  not  be  available  for  use  much  longer  on  occount  of  its  proximity  to 
houses  in  West  Lane.  The  Sanitary  Committee  has  been  looking  out  for  a new  site  for 
a public  tip,  but  it  would  be  preferable  to  consider  the  provision  of  a Refuse  Destructor 
for  the  district,  and  this  could  be  situated  so  as  to  avoid  the  present  expense  of  the  cartage 
on  to  high  land.  The  contract  for  the  scavenging  was  re-let  in  March  to  Mr.  Jackson 
Whittaker  for  one  year  for  £175.  In  the  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion  the  closets  were 
mostly  of  the  privy-midden  type,  and  many  of  them  large  in  size,  uncovered,  and  difficult 
of  access  for  cleansing.  Great  improvement  has  been  effected  this  year  in  the  abolition 
of  old-fashioned  and  objectionable  privies,  and  substitution  of  water  closets,  and  in  certain 
instances  ash-closets  where  w.c.’s  were  not  practicable  ; and  the  closet  accommodation 
has  also  been  largely  increased.  The  scavenging  of  this  part  of  the  District  was  let  by 
contract  in  May  last  to  Mr.  Mitchell  Midgley  for  one  year,  for  £35.  The  refuse  is  tipped 
on  a portion  of  the  sewage  farm. 

In  connection  with  the  scavenging,  the  following  were  removed  : — From,  Haworth — 
Number  of  loads  of  dry  ashpit  refuse,  647  ; number  of  loads  of  mixed  ashes  and  nightsoil, 
1,134;  number  of  barrels  of  nightsoil  emptied,  196.  From  Lees  and  Cross  Roads — Number 
of  loads  of  dry  ashpit  refuse,  137  ; number  of  loads  of  mixed  ashes  and  nightsoil,  278  ; 
number  of  pails  emptied,  1,793. 

Bye-Laws,  &c. — The  Board  possesses  a code  of  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ new  streets 
and  buildings  ” and  “ slaughter  houses,”  which  was  incorporated  in  the  “ Haworth  Local 
Board  of  Health  Act,  1872.”  These  bye-laws  are,  however,  unsuited  to  the  requirements 
of  the  present  day.  The  Lees  and  Cross  Roads  portion  had,  previous  to  their  transfer  to 
Haworth,  the  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ new  streets  and  buildings  ” in  force,  but 
is  now  subject  to  the  old  Haworth  bye-laws,  which  unfortunately  remain  in  force  for  the 
whole  district.  The  5th  and  6th  schedules  of  the  local  Act  should  be  repealed,  and  bye- 
laws assimilated  to  the  models  adopted.  The  Board  adopted  the  model  bye-laws  with 
respect  to  “ common  lodging-houses,”  and  these  were  allowed  on  December  18th,  1890. 
Regulations  under  the  “ Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops  Order,  1886,”  came  into  force 
in  May,  1890. 
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Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
was  adopted  for  this  district,  and  came  into  force  on  February  1st,  1890,  and  the  Publio 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Aot,  1890,  was  adopted  in  1892. 

Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital. — This  hospital,  situated  at  Morton  Banks  in 
the  Keighley  Rural  District,  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  cases  on  February  3rd,  and 
has  been  used  for  the  isolation  of  three  cases  of  scarlatina  from  this  district.  An  out- 
bathing-block  has  been  erected,  and  tne  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion,  which  was  commenced 
in  April,  is  almost  ready  for  use.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  in  May, 
and  sanction  since  given  to  a loan  of  £2, 000  to  purchase  additional  land  above  the  hospital 
site,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a smallpox  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  various  Authorities 
comprised  under  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  2,884,  living  in  656  houses, 
and  that  of  1881  was  3,816,  living  in  877  houses.  The  census  of  1891  showed  the  popu- 
lation to  be  5,034,  living  in  1,099  houses.  I have  estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1897, 
with  the  addition  of  the  new  portion,  to  be  7,897,  living  in  1.769  houses,  or  an  average  of 
4-4  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  in  the  district  were  191  in  number  (97  males 
and  94  females).  This  is  an  increase  of  7 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  24T  per  1000,  as  compared  with  25-0  last  year,  and  24-0  in  1895.  The 
natural  increase  to  the  population  is  67. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  124  in  number  (59  males  and  65  females). 
This  a increase  of  16  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  15-7  per  1000 
living,  as  compared  with  14-7  last  year,  and  15-7  in  1895. 

The  deaths  occurred  during  each  quarter  as  follows  : — 


1885  ... 

1st  Quarter. 
18  

2nd  Quarter. 
20  

3rd  Quarter. 
18  

4th  Quarter, 
11 

1886  ... 

15  

20  

18  ..  .. 

16 

1887  ... 

25  

23  

16  .... 

26 

1888  ... 

30  

19  

14  

16 

1889  ... 

30  

15  

15  

33 

1890  . . 

29  

21  

18  ...  . 

29 

1891  ... 

14  

47  

19  

24 

1892  ... 

22  

23  

21  

34 

1893  22  14  29  24 


1894  26  26  14  15 


1895  

30  19  ... 

..  11  

26 

1896  

28  28  ... 

..  25  

27 

1897  

24  34  ... 

..  31  

35 

Mortality  as  to  age 

Deaths  under 

1 

year  of  age  

26i 

,,  over 

l 

year  and  under  5 

18 

' 44  under  5 

years  of  age 

ff  )7 

5 

15 

4 

yy  yy 

15 

„ 25 

9 

yy  yy 

25 

„ 60 

28 

- 80  over  5 years  of  age. 

if  »• 

60 

89 

Total  

124 
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Tables  A and  B of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Haworth  Urban  Sanitary 
District  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 


TABLE  A. 


NAME  OP  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age \ 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  / 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Smallpox  . . . 

... 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlatina 

1 

1 

Diphtheria... 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ”)  

2 

2 

Whooping  Co 

“ Continued” 

ugh 

Typhus 

1 

1 

- 

Fevers. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts  

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

Cholera 

... 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Erysipelas.... 

... 

Pyaemia 

Puerperal  Fever  

Ague 

Influenza  

2 

2 

Phthisis 

12 

12 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  

15 

16 

31 

Heart  Disease  

8 

8 

Injuries 

1 

2 

3 

Diseases  not  named  above  

22 

38 

60 

Total 

44 

80 

124 
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TABLE  B. 


CASES  OF  SICKNESS. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age/ 
+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age.../ 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Joint 

Hospital  at 
Morton  Banks. 

Smallpox  

Scarlatina 

2 

10 

12 

3 

Dipththeria  

1 

1 

Membranous  Croup 

8 

3 

Typhus  

* 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  

2 

2 

I " 

Continued  

5 

5 

Relapsing  

... 

1 Puerperal  

Cholera 

Erysipelas  

18 

13 

Totals  

6 

30 

36 

3 

TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  thirteen  years 
1985  to  1897  inclusive  : — 


Population  estimated  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses  in  the  District. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

4300 

940 

92 

67 

1886 

4400 

950 

110 

69 

1887 

4400 

936 

109 

90 

1888 

4400 

1048 

139 

79 

1889 

4800 

1090 

113 

95 

1890 

4940 

1112 

122 

97 

1891 

Census  5034 

1099 

128 

104 

1892 

5100 

1112 

123 

100 

1893 

5220 

1208 

110 

89 

1894 

5340 

1208 

97 

81 

1895 

5460 

1210 

131 

86 

1896 

*7340 

1740 

184 

108 

1897 

7897 

1769 

191 

124 

* This  increase  in  the  population  is  due  to  the  addition  of  Lees  and  Cross  Roads. 


6 


TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  thirteen  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  the 
mean  for  the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

21-3 

15-5 

16-4 

11-9 

26-8 

1886 

25-0 

15-6 

14-4 

9-0 

28-9 

1887 

24-7 

20-4 

23-3 

19-2 

37-7 

Mean 
for  Decade 
1878-87 

27-5 

18-4 

19-7 

13-6 

33-1 

1888 

31-5 

17-9 

18-9 

10-7 

25-3 

1889 

23-5 

19-3 

25-8 

21-2 

35-4 

1890 

24-6 

196 

20-6 

16-3 

32-9 

1891 

25-4 

20-6 

20-1 

16-4 

26-9 

1892 

241 

19-6 

22-0 

17-8 

40-0 

1893 

210 

17-0 

22-4 

18-1 

32-5 

1894 

18-1 

15-1 

20-9 

17-5 

320 

1895 

24-0 

15-7 

20  9 

13-7 

30-2 

1896 

25-0 

14-7 

15-7 

9-2 

25-9 

1897 

24  1 

157 

20'9 

136 

354 

0 

The  birth  rate  and  general  death  rate  are  both  below  the  average.  The  infant 
mortality  is  also  slightly  below  the  average,  but  the  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  is  higher  than  it  has  been,  except  in  the  years  1892  and  1887. 
Among  persons  aged  60  and  upwards  there  were  39  deaths,  ora  percentage  to  total  deaths 
of  31-4. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  34'0  (36’1  for  males,  and 
32-1  for  females),  as  compared  with  37-9  last  year,  and  39-8  in  1895. 

TABLE  III. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified  

79 

100 

118 

91-8 

92-5 

950 

Uncertified  

4 

5 

3 

4-6 

4-6 

2-4 

Inquests  

3 

3 

3 

3-4 

2-7 

2-4 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


Locality. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  asigned. 

Drill  Street 

M. 

1 day 

Premature  Birth 

Keighley  Road 

F. 

8 days 

Premature  Birth 

Janet  Street 

F. 

69 

j Probably  failure  of  the 

1 heart’s  action. 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  

8 

8 

1-0 

1-0 

74-0 

64-5 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

17 

30 

31 

3-1 

4-0 

3-9 

197 

277 

250 

8.  Tubercular  Diseases  

14 

18 

18 

2-5 

2-4 

2-2 

162 

166 

145 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

7 

4 

11 

1-2 

0-5 

1-8 

81-3 

37-0 

oo 

00 

-0 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

9 

9 

4 

1-6 

1-2 

0-5 

104 

83-3 

32-2 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  the  largest  increase  shown  in  the  number  of  deaths  is 
that  from  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
in  the  three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Deaths. 

Proportion  of  Deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896  * 

1897 

Smallpox 

Measles  

1 

8-0 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

8-0 

Diphtheria  and  \ 
Membranous  Croup/ 

1 

2 

... 

9-2 

16-1 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

1 

1 

9-2 

80 

Fever  

4 

1 

37-0 

8-0 

Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

18-5 

16-1 

Total 

o 

8 

8 

o 

740 

645 

Eight  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  diseases,  the  same  number  as 
last  year.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  DO  per  1000.  Thirty-six  certificates 
were  received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  as  compared  with  88 
last  year,  and  20  in  1895. 

Scarlatina.  —A  single  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  and  in  all  12  cases  were 
notified.  The  death  occurred  in  June  in  Hebden  Road,  in  a child  of  2 years  of  age. 
Three  subsequent  cases,  which  occurred  in  the  same  house,  were  removed  at  once  to  the 
Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks,  and  made  good  recoveries.  Single 
isolated  cases  occurred  at  Lees  in  April,  and  Eagle  Street  in  May.  There  were  two  cases 
in  one  house  in  Wood  Street  in  September,  and  four  cases  in  two  houses  in  Coldshaw  in 
November.  Precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied,  the  premises  in  each  case 
being  disinfected  after  recovery  or  removal  of  the  cases. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — A single  case  was  notified  as  diphtheria  in 
March,  that  of  a child  of  fifteen  months,  in  Emily  Street.  Three  cases  were  reported  as 
membranous  croup,  in  young  children,  in  North  Street,  Dean  Street,  and  Sun  Street,  in 
June,  July,  and  August,  the  two  latter  ending  fatally.  No  insanitary  conditions  were 
found  on  examination  of  the  premises. 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  death  was  registered  from  this  cause,  that  of  a case  notified  in 
December  of  the  previous  year  in  Prince  Street.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  this  year. 
One,  in  January  in  Prince  Street,  was  that  of  a young  man  aged  27.  This  case  appeared 
to  be  connected  with  the  other  outbreak  in  Prince  Street,  which  was  imported.  The  other 
case  occurred  in  December  in  Sunderland  Street,  Cross  Roads.  Here  there  was  no  clue 
to  the  origin  of  the  case.  Both  made  a good  recovery. 

Continued  Fever. — Five  cases  were  notified  as  “ continued  fever.”  The  first  of 
these  was  that  of  a man  aged  42,  in  Changegate,  and  occurred  in  June.  Two  children. 
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aged  11  and  10  years  respectively,  living  in  one  house  in  Coldshaw,  were  also  reported  in 
June.  The  next  was  a woman  of  24,  on  a visit  to  a house  in  West  Lane,  in  September ; 
and  the  last  occurred  in  December  in  Hebden  Eoad,  the  patient  being  a woman  of  38. 
All  the  cases  were  mild  in  character,  and  of  short  duration,  and  no  sanitary  defects  were 
found  on  the  premises. 

Measles. — One  death  was  returned  from  measles,  in  February,  that  of  a child  aged 
sixteen  months,  living  in  Prospect  Street. 

Whooping  Cough. — In  November  one  death  was  registered  from  whooping  cough, 
complicated  with  bronchitis,  in  a child  of  seven  months,  living  in  Sun  Street. 

Diarrhcea  and  Dysentery. — Two  deaths  were  returned  under  this  head,  one  in  an 
infant  in  August,  and  the  other  in  an  adult  in  December. 

Erysipelas. — No  death  wa3  registered  from  this  cause,  but  thirteen  cases  were  notified 
throughout  the  year.  Of  these  8 were  males  and  10  females,  and  all  were  in  persons 
over  five  years  of  age. 

Influenza. — Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  and  its  complications,  and 
these  occurred  in  March  and  May. 

TABLE  VI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1897  : — 

No.  of  complaints  received 10 

No.  of  houses  built  15 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  inspected,  &c 390 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 19 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 62 

Water  closets  provided  5 

Slop  water  closets  provided  13 

Pail  closets  provided  9 

Privies  provided  '. 17 

Ashpits,  new  provided 14 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 29 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied  67 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other  refuse  4 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 5 

Filthy  houses  ordered  to  be  cleansed 1 

Overcrowding  2 

Smoke  records  taken  3 

Total  No.  of  summonses,  or  other  legal  proceedings  1 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  5 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  7 

Bakehouses  inspected 5 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected 25 

Premises  inspected  under  “ Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ” 4 

Plans  approved  20 

Plans  disapproved  3 


JULIUS  SPENCER,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Bakehouses  have  been  under  the 
regular  supervision  of  the  Inspector.  There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  at  the  present 
time.  The  Dairies,  and  Cowsheds,  25  in  number,  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are 
fairly  well  kept.  There  are  no  noxious  trades  in  the  district.  One  instance  of 
overcrowding  was  abated  after  notice.  No  case  of  unsound  meat  exposed  for  sale  has  come 
to  my  knowledge  during  the  year.  Smoke  observations  have  been  taken  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances.  No  Legal  proceedings  have  been  necessary. 

The  following  are  the  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  : - 

1.  — The  extension  of  the  public  water  main  for  the  Lees  end  of  Hebden  Road. 

2.  — As  the  provision  of  the  district  with  sufficient  sewers  for  its  effectual  drainage  is 
a duty  which  is  imposed  on  the  District  Council  by  the  15tli  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875,  and  as  by  the  Rivers’  Pollution  Prevention  Act  of  1876,  no  sewage  is 
allowed  to  run  into  any  stream  without  the  best  possible  means  being  used  for  its  purifica- 
tion, the  Authority  should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  provide  Haworth  with  proper  means 
of  sewerage.  This  will  necessarily  include  the  efficient  ventilation  of  public  and  private 
drains,  the  thorough  disconnection  of  house  drains  from  sewers,  and  the  proper  disposal 
of  the  sewage  at  the  outfall. 

3.  — -The  repeal  of  the  5th  and  6th  schedules  of  the  Haworth  Local  Board  of  Health 
Act,  1872,”  and  the  adoption  of  the  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ new  streets  and 
buildings  ” and  slaughter  houses. 

4.  — To  consider  the  question  of  providing  a refuse  destructor  for  household  refuse 
for  the  whole  district. 


FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Haworth  Urban  District  Council, 
February,  1898. 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald  ” Works,  Ski 
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OXENHOPE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1897. 


Area , 4,087  acres  ; Rateable  Value  (1897),  =£12,110  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  524;  (1881  y,  567;  (1891),  588;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  2,324  ; (1881),  2,442  ; (1891),  2,475  ; Estimated  (1897), 
2,505. 


Inspection  of  District. — This  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  past 
year,  and  progress  has  been  made  in  the  general  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  insanitary 
conditions  found. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress.— Water  Supply. — The  water  supplies  in  this 
district  are  various,  and  the  inhabitants  for  the  most  part  have  to  fetch  their  water  from 
shallow  wells,  springs,  and  pumps.  In  the  more  populous  parts  groups  of  houses  have 
water  laid  into  them  by  the  owners  of  property,  but  some  of  these  supplies  are  liable  to 
failure  in  a dry  season,  and  to  pollution  from  the  surface  in  wet  weather.  It  is  possible 
that  water  might  be  obtained  from  the  works  of  either  the  Keighley  or  Bradford 
Corporation,  the  latter  having  works  within  the  district.  Keighley  has  the  power  to 
supply  water,  but  has  no  works  within  the  district.  The  acquiring  of  a public  water 
supply  for  the  populous  parts  is  still  under  consideration,  and  negotiations  have  been 
opened  with  the  Keighley  Corporation  on  the  matter. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  works  of  sewerage  for  Oxenhope,  embracing  the 
populous  portions,  viz.,  Uppertown,  Lowertown,  Shaw  and  Leeming,  have  this  year  been 
completed  as  far  as  the  mam  sewers  are  concerned,  and  the  house  connections  are  now 
being  carried  out.  The  Council  proposes  to  filter  the  sewage  before  turning  it  on  to  the 
land,  and  is  about  to  construct  a series  of  filter  beds  for  that  purpose.  The  following 
work  has  been  done  during  the  year  in  connection  with  this  scheme  : — 
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Pipes  laid  Size  of  Man-  Lamp- 
Oxenhope.  in  yards.  Pipes.  holes.  holes. 

The  settling  Tanks  (3  in  number)  having  a 
capacity  of  20,000  gallons  each  are  now 
completed  and  in  working  order. 

From  Tanks  on  to  the  land 140  12"  1 — 

From  Tanks  along  Railway  Side  and  up  Beck 

Course  to  near  Moorhouse  Bridge  426  9"  3 — 

From  Moorhouse  Bridge  to  top  of  Moorhouse 

Lane  535  9"  5 — 


From  top  of  Moorhouse  Lane  on  Marsh  Lane 
to  end  of  Cottages  near  Marsh  Chapel  (this 

M.H.  acts  as  Flushing  Chamber)  338  9"  1 1 

From  top  of  Moorhouse  Lane  on  Marsh  Lane 
towards  Haworth  to  Marsh  Top)  the  last 

M.H.  acts  as  Flushing  Chamber)  367  9"  2 — 

Total 1806  12  1 

In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  drains  in  connection  with  old  property  are  con- 
structed of  rubble,  except  where  they  have  recently  been  altered,  and  in  the  case  of  new 
houses  the  drains  are  laid  in  sanitary  pipes. 


Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — This  is  effected  by  pail-closets  and  privy- 
middens,  a large  number  of  which  have  been  re-constructed  and  covered.  About  half  of 
the  closets  in  use  are  provided  with  moveable  receptacles.  All  privies  of  recent  erection 
are  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws  in  force.  Since  the  completion  of  the 
main  sewerage  a number  of  Duckett’s  Slop  Water  Closets  have  been  put  in,  and  these  are 
required  in  the  case  of  new  property  on  the  system.  In  1893  the  Council  undertook  the 
removal  of  nigbtsoil  and  ashpit  refuse  for  Uppertown,  Lowertown,  Shaw,  Deeming,  and 
Higher  and  Lower  Marsh,  but  in  1894  decided  to  let  the  work  by  contract.  Between  March 
and  October  this  year  the  scavenging  of  Uppertown,  Lowertown,  and  Shaw  was  undertaken 
by  the  Council,  there  being  no  tender  for  the  contract.  In  October  this  portion  was  let 
along  with  the  Leeming  district  to  Mr.  George  Feather,  for  one  year,  for  £58.  The 
Higher  and  Lower  Marsh  portion  was  re-let  in  March  to  Mr.  Archibald  Hartley  for  £15. 
The  work  has  been  well  done.  In  outlying  parts  the  scavenging  is  dependent  upon 
householders. 


Bye-Laws,  &c. — The  Council  possesses  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ Common  Lodging- 
houses,”  allowed  in  1872.  The  model  bye-laws  with  respect  to  “ Slaughter-houses  ” 
and  “ Cemetery  ” were  allowed  in  1885  and  1886,  and  with  respect  to  “ New  Streets 
and  Buildings  ” in  1893.  A series  of  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops’  Order,  1886,  came  into  force  in  May,  1889. 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted. — Part  III.  of  the  “ Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment 
Act,  1890,”  was  adopted  in  1892,  and  the  “ Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
was  adopted,  and  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1893. 

Keighley  and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital. — This  hospital,  situated  at  Morton  Banks  in 
the  Keighley  Rural  District,  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  cases  on  February  3rd,  and 
has  been  used  for  the  isolation  of  nine  cases  of  scarlatina  from  this  district.  An  out- 
bathing-block  has  been  erected,  and  the  Typhoid  Fever  Pavilion,  which  was  commenced 
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in  April,  is  almost  ready  for  use.  A Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  in  May, 
and  sanction  since  given  to  a loan  of  £2,000  to  purchase  additional  land  above  the  hospital 
site,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a smallpox  hospital  for  the  use  of  the  various  Authorities 
comprised  under  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Population. — At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  2,324,  and  that  of  1881  was 
2,442.  At  the  1891  census  it  was  found  to  be  2,476,  living  in  588  houses.  I have 
estimated  it  up  to  the  middle  of  1897  to  be  2,505  living  in  642  houses,  or  an  average  of 
3-9  per  house. 

Births. — The  total  births  registered  were  64  in  number  (32  males  and  32  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  2 upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  25-5 
per  1000,  as  compared  with  24-8  last  year,  and  25-6  in  1895.  The  natural  increase  to 
the  population  is  22. 

Deaths. — The  total  deaths  returned  were  42  in  number  (25  males  and  17  females). 
This  a decrease  of  7 from  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  16-7  per  1000 
living,  as  against  19-6  last  year,  and  15-6  in  1895. 


deaths  occurring  in  each  quarter  during 

the  past  13  years  were 

: as  follows 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter. 

4 th  Quarte: 

1885  ... 

7 

15 

9 

...  16 

1886  ... 

6 

8 

14  

7 

1887  ... 

11  

15 

16 

..  . 12 

1888  ... 

17  

7 

9 

. . 9 

1889  ... 

17  

14 

11  ...  .. 

. ...  9 

1890  . . 

23  

7 

9 . . 

16 

1891  ... 

16  

19 

9 

4 

1892  ... 

10  

8 

6 .... 

13 

1893  ... 

10  

12 

9 

13 

1894  ... 

20  

4 

10  . 

7 

1895  ... 

19  

9 

5 

6 

1896  ... 

10  

12 

12  . 

15 

1897  ... 

9 

13 

5 

15 

The  mortality  as  to  age  is  as  follows  : — 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

of  age  

4) 

,,  over 

1 year 

and  under  5 

7 J 11  under  5 years  of  age. 

ff  ff 

5 

15 

...  1 \ 

f f ff 

15 

„ 25 

...  2 

ff  ff 

25 

„ 60 

23  (■  31  over  5 years  of  age. 

ff  f ’ 

60  

...  15) 

Total  

...  42 

4 


Tables  A and  B of  the  Mortality  and  Sickness  in  the  Oxenhope  Urban  Sanitary 
District  for  the  twelve  calendar  months  ending  December  31st,  1897,  are  copied  from  my 
returns  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board  : — 


TABLE  A. 


NAME  OP  DISEASE. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

— 5 means  under  5 years  of  age \ 

+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age  / 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Smallpox  . . . 

Measles 

Scarlatina  . . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria. .. 

Croup  (not  “ spasmodic  ")  

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

/Typhus 

“ Continued” 

“ 

Fevers. 

Enteric  or  Tplioid  

Of  other  or  doubtful  sorts  

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

... 

Cholera 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Erysipelas.... 

Pyjemia 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  

Ague 

Influenza  . . . 

Phthisis 

1 

6 

7 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  

1 

7 

8 

Heart  Disease  

... 

3 

3 

Injuries 

... 

Diseases  not  named  above  

6 

14 

20 

Total 

11 

8! 

42 

5 


TABLE  B. 


NAME  OP  DISEASE. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness. 

Institutions. 

Joint 

— 5 means  under  5 years  ot  age\ 
+ 5 means  over  5 years  of  age.../ 

—5 

+ 5 

Total. 

Hospital  at 
Morton  Banks. 

Smallpox  

... 

Scarlatina 

4 

14 

18 

2 

7 

Dipththeria  

Membranous  Croup 

3 

1 

4 

Typhus  

t 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  

CD  J 

> i 

Continued  

3 

3 

Relapsing  - 

... 

Puerperal  

1 

1 

Cholera 

Erysipelas  

3 

3 

Totals  

7 

22 

29 

2 

7 

The  following  Tables,  I.  to  V.,  are  uniform  with  those  of  previous  years  : — 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  years  1885  to 
1897  inclusive  : — 


Population  estimated  at  the 
middle  of  the  year. 

Number  of  Inhabited 
Houses  in  the  District. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

2500 

540 

51 

47 

1886 

2510 

555 

64 

35 

1887 

2520 

563 

64 

54 

1888 

2530 

606 

58 

42 

1889 

2550 

618 

78 

51 

1890 

2560 

618 

57 

55 

1891 

2475 

588 

70 

48 

1892 

2480 

610 

78 

37 

1893 

2484 

618 

56 

44 

1894 

2490 

620 

55 

41 

1895 

2495 

620 

64 

39 

1896 

2500 

620 

62 

49 

1897 

2505 

642 

64 

42 

6 


TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth  rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death  rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  years  1885-97  inclusive,  and  the  mean  for 
the  decade  1878-87  : — 


Year. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 

Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years  ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

20-4 

18-8 

10-6 

9-8 

25-5 

1886 

21-5 

13-9 

17-1 

9-3 

22-8 

1887 

Mean 

25-3 

21-4 

12-9 

10-9 

33-3 

for  Decade 
1878-87 

24-9 

16-6 

17-1 

11-1 

29-0 

1888 

22-9 

16-6 

19-0 

13-7 

21-4 

1889 

30-5 

20-0 

15-6 

10-2 

23-5 

1890 

22-2 

21-4 

14-5 

14-0 

29-0 

... 

1891 

28-2 

19-3 

18-7 

12-8 

29-1 

1892 

31-4 

14-9 

18-9 

8-9 

43-2 

1893 

22-5 

17-7 

11-3 

8-9 

18-1 

1894 

22-0 

16-4 

21-9 

16-3 

31-7 

1895 

25-6 

15-6 

23-0 

1D0 

30-8 

1896 

24-8 

19-6 

12-2 

9-6 

20-5 

1897 

25  5 

167 

! 95 

62 

261 

0 

The  birth  rate  this  year  is  slightly  above  the  average.  The  general  death  rate  is 
about  the  average,  though  2-9  below  that  of  last  year. 

The  infant-mortality  and  the  percentage  to  total  deaths  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  are  the  lowest  upon  record.  Among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  there 
were  15  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  35-7. 

Mean  Age  at  Death. — The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  40'7  (44’8  for  males,  and 
34‘7  for  females),  as  compared  with  40'6  last  year,  and  40'5  in  1895. 

TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  un- 
certified deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified  

36 

45 

40 

92-3 

91-8 

95-2 

Uncertified  

1 

4 

2 

2-5 

8-1 

4-7 

Inquests  

2 

... 

5-1 

7 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  IN  1897. 


Locality. 

Age. 

Sex. 

Cause  asigned. 

West  Shaw 

84 

F. 

Probably  Heart  Disease 

Holme  Mill 

4 hours 

M. 

Premature  Birth 

TABLE  IV. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  for  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  

4 

4 

1-6 

1-5 

81-6 

95-2 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

6 

9 

8 

2-4 

3-6 

3-1 

153 

183 

190 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

5 

2 

7 

2-0 

0-8 

2-7 

128 

408 

166 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

1 

2 

3 

0-4 

0-8 

IT 

25-6 

40-8 

71-4 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

2 

4 

1 

0-8 

1-6 

03 

51-2 

81-6 

23-8 

NOTES. 

1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
Diarrhoea,  and  Dysentery. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

Among  the  above  classes  of  disease  the  principal  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
is  shown  in  that  due  to  Tubercular  Diseases. 


8 


TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
during  the  three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Deaths. 

Proportion  of  Deaths  to  1000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox 

... 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

47-6 

(Mem.  Croup) 

(Mem.  Croup) 

Diphtheria  

l 

2 

204 

47-6 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

l 

20-4 

Fever  

2 

40-8 

Diarrhoea 

Total 

0 

4 

4 

0 

816 

952 

Four  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  zymotic  disease,  the  same  number  as 
last  year.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic  rate  of  1-5  per  1000  living.  Twenty-nine 
certificates  were  received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  as  com- 
pared with  17  last  year. 

Scarlatina. — Two  deaths  were  returned  from  this  cause,  and  18  cases  were  reported. 
A single  case  was  notified  in  June  in  a boy  of  11,  and  he  was  removed  to  the  Keighley 
and  Bingley  Joint  Hospital  at  Morton  Banks,  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of  the 
disease.  The  principal  outbreak  began  at  the  end  of  September,  and  during  October  and 
November  we  had  17  cases  occurring  in  14  houses.  The  cases,  though  comparatively  few 
in  number,  were  widely  scattered  over  the  district — occurring  in  Uppertown,  Shaw, 
Lowertown,  Leeming,  and  Horkinstone  —and  apparently  had  no  connection  with  each 
other,  except  at  tbe  three  Schools  which  they  attended — the  Uppertown  National  School, 
the  Lowertown  Board  School,  and  the  Horkinstone  Board  School, — -and  these  were 
closed  for  a fortnight  and  disinfected.  Eight  of  the  cases  were  promptly  removed  to  the 
Morton  Banks  Hospital,  which  was  very  beneficial  in  limiting  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
The  disease  on  the  whole  was  very  mild  in  character,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  cases, 
in  children  of  2 and  5 years  respectively,  which  terminated  fatally  at  home,  whence  they 
were  unfit  to  be  removed  when  reported.  The  origin  of  the  outbreak  was  not  traceable, 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  outbreak  began  with  very  mild  unrecognised  cases,  which  would 
account  for  the  wide-spread  area  affected.  Of  the  total  cases  10  were  males  and  8 
females,  4 were  under  and  14  over  five  years  of  age. 

Membranous  Croup. — Two  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  one  in  a child  of 
2 years  at  “ Shaw  Top  ” in  March,  and  the  other  in  a child  of  3 years  at  “ Hailey  ” in 
July.  Two  other  cases  were  notified,  at  “ Moorside  ” in  April,  and  Horkinstone  in 
September,  in  boys  of  7 and  3 years  respectively.  In  none  of  the  instances  was  any 
insanitary  condition  found  on  the  premises. 
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Continued  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified  as  “ continued  fever.”  The  first  of 
these  occurred  in  June  at  “ Tangy  End,”  and  was  that  of  a woman  aged  45  years.  The 
next  occurred  in  August,  at  Marsh,  in  a young  man  of  17.  In  neither  of  these  instances 
was  any  sanitary  defect  found  on  the  premises.  In  December  a case  in  a woman  of  38 
was  reported  at  Holme  Mill.  Here  the  house  drain  was  found  to  pass  under  the  house, 
and  the  slopstone  pipe  was  connected  directly  therewith,  and  steps  were  taken  to  remedy 
this. 

Puerperal  Fever. — A single  case  was  reported  at  Shaw  in  June,  which  made  a 
rapid  recovery.  No  insanitary  condition  was  discovered. 

Erysipelas. — Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these,  one  was  a male 
and  two  females,  and  all  were  adults. 


TABLE  VI. 

Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  1897  : — 

No.  of  complaints  received 4 

No.  of  houses  built  31 

No.  of  houses,  premises,  inspected,  &c 228 

House  drains  repaired,  cleansed,  &c 3 

House  drains  trapped  and  ventilated , 72 

Water  closets  supplied  with  water... 1 

Water  closets  provided  1 

Slop  water  closets  provided  31 

Pail  closets  provided  3 

Houses  provided  with  water  supply  31 

Ashpits,  new  provided 36 

Ashpits  repaired,  covered,  &c 3 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and  other  refuse  1 

Overcrowding  1 

Smoke  records  taken  2 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  22 

Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  4 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  3 

Bakehouses  inspected 2 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  inspected 26 

Plans  approved  26 

Plans  disapproved  1 


JULIUS  SPENCER,  Certificated  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Slaughter  Houses,  &c. — The  three  Slaughter  Rouses  which  are  registered  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  are  well  kept.  There  is  no  Common  Lodging  Rouse  in  the  district. 
One  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported,  and  abated  after  notice.  No  instance  of  unsound 
meat  exposed  for  sale  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  There  are  at  present  no  noxious  trades 
in  the  district.  The  Coivsheds  and  Dairies,  26  in  number,  are  duly  registered  and  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  fairly  well  kept.  Smoke  observations  are  taken  by  the  Inspector,  and 
the  mill  owners  cautioned  when  necessary.  No  Legal  proceedings  were  required. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are  : — 

1.  The  completion  of  the  scheme  in  hand  for  the  proper  sewerage  of  the 

more  populous  parts  of  the  district. 

2.  The  provision  of  an  adequate  scheme  of  water  supply  for  Uppertown, 

Lowertown,  and  Shaw,  and  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Oxenhope  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1898. 


Printed  at  the  “ Craven  Herald  ” Works,  Skipton. 
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BARNOLDSWICK 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1897. 


Area,  2,129  acres;  Rateable  Value  (1897),  JG14,267  ; Inhabited  Houses 
(1871),  638;  (1881),  820;  (1891),  887;  Population  enumerated 
(1871),  3,187;  (1881),  4,028;  (1891),  4,131;  Estimated  (1897), 
5,550. 


Inspection  of  District.  This  District  has  been  subject  to  routine  inspection  during 
the  year,  and  special  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  the  hospital  question  and 
other  matters.  In  Table  VI.  will  be  found  a list  of  nuisances  abated,  and  minor  sanitary 
improvements  effected  during  the  past  year. 

Sanitary  Condition  and  Progress.  Water  Supply.  Barnoldswick  is  supplied 
with  water  by  means  of  a pumping  scheme  from  Dry  Laithe,  and  this  was  laid  down  in  1893. 
The  town  has  not  suffered  this  year  from  shortness  of  supply,  but  the  storage  capacity  is 
insufficient,  the  tank  only  having  a capacity  of  450,000  gallons,  and  the  supply  had  to  be 
turned  off  for  two  days  in  November  to  allow  of  the  tank:s  being  cleaned  out.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  place,  Mr.  De  Ranee  was  consulted  on  the  increase  of 
the  water  supply  to  the  town,  and  he  visited  Barnoldswick  in  June,  and  examined  the 
existing  works,  and  made  a survey  of  the  neighbourhood.  He  presented  his  report  on 
June  24th,  and  recommended  that  the  well  should  be  sunk  to  a depth  of  170  feet  below  the 
present  level,  and  this  would  dispense  with  the  provision  of  additional  storage  for  the 
present.  On  October  10th  an  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £1,200  for  works  of  water  supply,  for  the  purchase  of  a bore-hole 
pump  and  works  in  connection  therewith.  The  only  extension  of  water  main  laid  this  year 
is  one  consisting  of  78  yards  of  3-inch  main  in  North-street.  Five  new  fire-hydrants 
have  been  put  in.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  was  12-30  gallons  per  head. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  private  house  connections  have  been  proceeded  with, 
and  560  houses  connected  during  the  past  year.  About  a third  of  the  houses  remain  to  be 
done.  The  work  is  done  by  the  owners  of  property,  and  in  default  by  the  Council,  which 
accounts  for  the  slow  progress.  Extensions  of  main  sewers  have  also  been  laid  to  the 
extent  of  230  yards  of  9-inch  pipes,  764  yards  of  6-inch  pipes,  and  2,160  yards  of  4-inch 
pipes  in  house  connections. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.  A number  of  the  privies  in  Barnoldswick  were 
of  the  covered  cesspit  type,  though  in  recent  years  many  of  these  have  been  converted  into 
privies  furnished  with  movable  receptacles.  Since  the  completion  of  the  main  sewerage 
scheme  a large  number  of  slop  water  closets  have  been  put  in,  and  this  form  is  being 
adopted  in  all  new  property,  and  urged  where  possible  in  connection  with  older  property. 
The  ashpits,  which  are  mostly  dry  ashpits,  are  as  a rule  uncovered,  except  those  of  recent 
erection. 

• 

In  connection  with  the  scavenging,  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Council,  and  is  done 
between  the  hours  of  7-0  a.m.  and  5-0  p.m.,  the  following  have  been  removed:  number  of 
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cart-loads  of  ashpit -refuse,  684  ; number  of  loads  of  night-soil  from  cesspools,  110  ; num- 
ber of  loads  from  pails,  576. 

Byelaws,  &c.  The  Council  adopted  the  model  byelaws  with  certain  modifications 
with  respect  to  “ New  Streets  and  Buildings,”  “ Slaughter  Houses,”  “ Common  Lodging 
Houses,”  and  “ Nuisances,”  and  these  were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
August  25th,  1891.  It  has  also  adopted  a form  of  regulations  under  the  “ Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886,”  and  these  were  sealed  on  August  5th  of  the 
same  year. 

« 

Acts  of  Parliament  Adopted.  The  “Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,” 
and  the  “ Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,”  were  adopted  in  April,  and  came 
into  force  on  May  21st,  1895.  Parts  III.  and  IV.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1890,  were  adopted.  Part  IV.  came  into  operation  on  September  4th,  1895,  and 
Part  III.  on  Jan.  13th,  1896.  The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  was  adopted  on 
October  23rd,  and  came  into  force  on  November  25th,  1895. 

Street  Improvements.  An  application  was  made  on  August  18  th  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  for  sanction  to  borrow  £5,000  for  private  street  works,  and  plans 
showing  the  paving,  kerbing,  channelling,  and  flagging  of  the  following  streets  in 
Barnoldswick  were  submitted : — Wellington  Street,  York  Street,  Beech  Street,  Moseley 
Street,  Essex  Street,  Rook  Street,  and  Sussex  Street.  The  date  of  the  Inquiry  is  not  yet 
fixed. 

Infectious  Hospital.  The  County  Council  continued  to  press  this  Authority  to  make 
some  immediate  provision  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  in  March  last 
I met  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  with  them  inspected  several  probable  sites  for  the 
proposed  hospital.  One  situated  in  the  Lane  End  and  Syke  House  Estate,  on  Banks 
Hill,  was  finally  selected,  and  the  Council  instructed  Mr.  T.  Biker,  the  Council’s  Surveyor 
and  Inspector,  to  prepare  plans  for  a small  hospital,  providing  accommodation  for  9 beds — 
six  for  scarlatina,  and  three  for  typhoid  fever,  together  with  administration  block  and 
outbuildings.  A provisional  agreement  has  been  entered  into  for  the  purchase  for  the  sum 
of  £720,  of  2£  acres  of  laud  for  hospital  purposes,  together  with  4f  acres  of  land  belonging 
to  the  same  owner,  and  adjoining  the  existing  sewage  farm,  this  being  intended  as  an 
extension  for  sewage  disposal. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  August  18th,  for  sanction 
to  borrow  £3,000  for  hospital  purposes,  and  plans  were  submitted.  The  Local  Government 
Board  recommended  various  alterations  and  re-arrangements.  This  necessitated  the 
preparation  of  new  plans,  and  these  are  ready  to  be  re-submitted. 

Population.  At  the  census  of  1871  the  population  was  3,187,  and  that  of  1881  was 
4,028.  At  the  1891  census  it  was  shown  to  be  4,131,  living  in  887  houses.  Since  then 
the  population  has  rapidly  increased,  in  consequence  of  the  development  of  the  town,  and  I 
have  estimated  the  population  up  to  the  middle  of  1897  to  be  5,550,  living  in  1,230  houses, 
or  an  average  of  4'5  per  house. 

Births.  The  total  births  registered  were  177  in  number  (92  males  and  85  females). 
This  is  an  increase  of  16  upon  last  year,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  31-8 
per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  29-2  last  year,  and  42-5  in  1895.  The  natural  increase 
to  the  population  is  83. 

Deaths.  The  total  deaths  returned  were  91  in  number  (50  males  and  41  females). 
To  this  must  be  added  the  deaths  of  three  persons  belonging  to  the  District  who  died  in 
the  Skipton  Workhouse,  making  the  total  94.  This  is  an  increase  of  14  upon  last  year, 
and  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  16-9  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  14-5 
last  year,  and  23-4  in  1895. 
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The  deaths  were  distributed  among  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  as  follows : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quai 

1891  ... 

9 

23  

13  . . . 

18 

1892  

22  

20  

12  ... 

21 

1893  

19  

11  

17  

27 

1894  

21  

22  

10  

18 

1895  

18  

25  

16  

40 

1896  

22  

21  

16  

21 

1897  .... 

25  .... 

. . . . 34  .... 

14  . . . . 

18 

The  m 

ortality  as  to  age  was 

as  follows:- 

Deaths  under 

1 

year  of 

age  

34 

over 

1 

year  and  under  5 . . 

7. 

JJ 

?> 

5 

15  . . 

4) 

?? 

?? 

15 

?? 

25  . . 

7 

?? 

?? 

25 

JJ 

60  .. 

23 

5? 

60 

16J 

41  under  5 years  of  age. 


50  over  5 years  of  age. 


Total 


91 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  population,  inhabited  houses,  births  and  deaths  for  the  last  thirteen 
years  1885-1897  inclusive,  and  also  the  average  of  the  decade  1881-90  : — 


Year. 

Population. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1885 

4068 

171 

92 

1886 

4078 

156 

81 

1887 

4088 

132 

84 

1888 

4098 

144 

60* 

1889 

4109 

140 

64* 

1890 

4120 

109 

69* 

Average  for  10  years  1881-90 

4072 

141 

l t 

1891 

Census. 

4131 

877 

151 

64* 

1892 

4140 

900 

141 

76* 

1893 

4150 

1000 

129 

76* 

1894 

4160 

1035 

132 

76* 

1895 

4300 

1090 

183 

101* 

1896 

5500 

1195 

161 

80 

1897 

5550 

1230 

177 

94* 

* Including  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  District  who  died  in  the  Skipton 
Workhouse. 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  the  annual  birth-rate,  rates  of  mortality,  death-rates  among  children, 
and  deaths  in  public  institutions,  during  the  twelve  years  1885-96,  and  in  the  year  1897. 


Year. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of  the 
Population. 

Annual  rate 
of  mortality 
per  1,000 
living. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 1 year 
to  registered 
births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  un- 
der 5 years ; 
percentage 
of  total 
deaths. 

Total  number 
of  deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

1885 

42-0 

22-6 

25-0 

13-4 

36-9 

1886 

38-2 

19-8 

19-7 

10-2 

43-2 

1887 

32-2 

20-5 

23-8 

15-1 

38-0 

1888 

35-1 

13-8 

31-5 

12-5 

42-1 

3 

1889 

34-0 

15-5 

25-0 

11-4 

32-8 

1890 

26-4 

16-2 

28-3 

17-4 

39-2 

2 

Average  for 
10  years 
1881-90. 

34-7 

18-9 

26-7 

14-9 

41-3 

1891 

36-5 

15-4 

21-8 

9-2 

31-2 

1 

1892 

34-0 

18-3 

21-0 

11-3 

31-5 

1 ; 

1893 

31-0 

18  3 

21-0 

12-4 

31-5 

2 

1894 

31-7 

18-2 

28-9 

16-6 

38-1 

5 

1895 

42-5 

23-4 

35-6 

19-7 

42-5 

2 

1896 

29-2 

14-5 

27-4 

13-6 

38-7 

1897 

31-8 

169 

372 

197 

446 

3 

The  general  death-rate,  though  2-4  above  that  of  last  year,  which  was  the  lowest  on 
record,  is  below  the  average.  The  infant  mortality  is  very  high,  and  together  with  that 
for  the  year  1895  is  the  highest  recorded  in  this  District,  while  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
deaths  among  children  under  five  years  of  age  give  a percentage  to  the  total  deaths  of 
44-6,  which  is  the  highest  percentage  that  has  ever  been  reached.  Among  persons  aged  60 
years  and  upwards  there  were  only  16  deaths,  or  a percentage  to  total  deaths  of  18'0,  the 
lowest  in  the  Combined  District. 

Mean  Age  at  Death.  The  mean  age  at  death  this  year  is  25-8  (22-3  for  males  and 
30-l  for  females),  as  compared  with  30-3  last  year,  and  35-3  in  1895. 
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TABLE  III. 

Table  showing  number  of  deaths  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  uncertified 
deaths,  and  inquests,  with  their  percentage  to  total  deaths,  during  the  years  1895,  1896,. 
and  1897. 


Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Certified 

91 

79 

85 

91-9 

98-7 

93-4 

Uncertified 

7 

1 

3 

7-0 

1-2 

3-2 

! Inquests 

1 

3 

1-0 

3-2 

The  causes  assigned  for  the  three  uncertified  deaths  were  “Mason’s  Phthisis,” 
“ Syncope,”  and  “ Convulsions.” 

TABLE  IY. 


Table  showing  the  mortality  from  certain  classes  of  diseases,  and  proportions  to 
populations  and  to  1,000  deaths,  in  the  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Total  Deaths. 

Deaths  per  1,000 
of 

Population. 

Proportion  of 
deaths  to  1,000 
deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1.  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

12 

9 

7 

3-0 

1-6 

1-2 

121 

112 

76-9 

2.  Pulmonary  Diseases  (other  than  Phthisis) 

31 

18 

19 

7-2 

3*2 

3-4 

313 

225 

208 

3.  Tubercular  Diseases  

7 

5 

9 

1-6 

0-9 

1-6 

70-7 

62-5 

98-9 

4.  Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants 

6 

6 

11 

1-3 

1-0 

1-9 

60-6 

75-0 

120 

5.  Convulsive  Diseases  of  Infants 

7 

9 

15 

1-6 

1-6 

2-7 

70-7 

112 

164 

NOTES. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever, 
and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 
Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions,  and  Teething. 

In  all  the  above  classes  of  disease  there  has  been  an  increase  this  year  in  the  number  of 
deaths,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  zymotic  or  infectious  diseases.  The  greatest  increase 
is  shewn  among  those  due  to  toasting  and  convulsive  diseases  of  infants. 
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TABLE  Y. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  in  the 
three  years  1895,  1896,  and  1897. 


Disease. 

Total  Deaths. 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  1,000  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Smallpox  

Measles 

2 

21-9 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheiia 

2 

25-0 

Croup 

4 

50-0 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

1 

1 

50-5 

12-5 

10-9 

Fever 

1 

10-9 

Dian’hoea 

7 

2 

3 

70-7 

25-0 

32-9 

Totals 

12 

9 

7 

121 

112 

769 

Seven  deaths  were  returned  under  the  head  of  Zymotic  disease.  This  is  equivalent  to 
a zymotic  rate  of  l-2  per  1,000  living,  as  compared  with  1-6  last  year,  and  3'0  in  1895. 


This  District  has  been  wonderfully  free  from  infectious  disease  during  the  past  year, 
and  only  five  notifications  were  received  as  compared  with  24  last  year. 

Scarlatina.  No  death  was  returned  from  this  cause,  and  only  three  single  cases 
were  notified,  occurring  in  July,  August,  and  November  respectively,  as  compared  with  6 
last  year,  and  13  in  1895.  Precautions  were  given  and  disinfectants  supplied  in  each 
case.  Of  the  cases,  two  were  males  and  one  female,  and  all  over  five  years  of  age. 

Typhoid  Fever.  A single  case  was  notified  which  terminated  fatally.  This 
occurred  in  York-street  in  September,  and  was  that  of  a young  man,  aged  19.  The 
disease  was  apparently  imported  from  Blackpool,  where  he  had  been  staying  previous  to 
his  attack. 

Measles.  Two  deaths  were  returned  from  measles  and  bronchitis  in  childi’en  of 
nine  and  sixteen  months  of  age  respectively,  and  occurred  in  Februai'y  and  May. 

Whooping  Cough.  A single  death  occurred  from  whooping  cough,  complicated 
with  bi’onchitis,  in  a child  of  six  months,  in  March. 

Diarrhoea.  Three  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause,  and  occurred  in  infants  during 
August  and  September. 

Influenza.  Eight  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  influenza  and  its  complications, 
as  compared  with  five  last  year.  These  occurred  as  follows  : In  January,  1 ; February,  1 ; 
March,  2 ; May,  2 ; Novembei’,  1 ; and  December,  1. 

Slaughter-Houses,  Common  Lodging-Houses,  &c.  The  six  slaughter-houses  and 
two  common  lodging-houses,  which  are  duly  registei'ed,  have  been  regularly  inspected. 
There  are  no  noxious  trades  in  the  District.  No  instance  of  unsound  meat  exposed  for  sale 
has  come  to  my  notice.  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are  duly  registered  and 
inspected. 
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TABLE  VI. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK,  &c.,  completed  in  the 


year  ending  December  31st,  1897  : — 

No.  of  Complaints  received 23 

No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year  64 

No.  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected 135 

' Old  Houses  connected  to  New  Sewers  36 

House  Drains  Disconnected  and  Ventilated  19 

Privies  and  Water  Closets,  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 45 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water 1 

Water  Closets  provided  1 

Slop  Water  Closets  provided  (old  and  new  houses)  87 

Pail  Closets  provided  26 

Water  supply,  Houses  provided  with 67 

Ashpits,  new  provided 64 

Ditto,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c 1 

No.  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 22 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  ( ^ 

other  Refuse ) 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 4 

Common  Lodging  Houses  Inspected  2 

Slaughter  Houses  Inspected  6 

Bakehouses  Inspected  4 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Inspected 10 

Milkshops  Inspected 2 

Premises  Examined  under  “Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ” 1 

Plans  approved 44 

Plans  disapproved 19 


T.  BIKER,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Council  are : — 

1.  To  take  the  necessary  steps  to  increase  the  water  supply  and  means  of  storage. 

2.  The  completion  of  the  main  sewerage  scheme,  and  the  private  drainage 

connections  therewith. 

3.  The  pollution  of  the  streams  by  solid  and  other  refuse  being  absolutely  for- 

bidden by  the  “Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,”  and  the  “Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,”  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
such  pollution  in  future. 

4.  To  provide  a proper  “steam  disinfector,”  a “public  mortuary,”  and  a 

“ temporary  shelter,”  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  “ Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.” 

5.  To  consider  the  provision  of  a permanent  hospital  for  the  proper  isolation  of 

cases  of  infectious  disease,  together  with  efficient  stoving  apparatus,  and  an 
ambulance  for  the  removal  of  cases. 

FRANCIS  E.  ATKINSON,  L.R.C.P.  (London),  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Barnoldswick  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1898. 
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TABLE  A. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Seventeen  Years  18S1-97,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Barnoldswick,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  showing  also  the  Population  of  the  District 

and  the  Births  therein  during  each  year. 


1 — Name  of  Locality 

Population  at  all 
Ages. 

Mortality  from  all  Causes  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  in  Persons  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics; 
deaths  in  public  institu- 
tions of  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  District  being 
included. 

1 

to  Census  1881. 

Estimated  tomiddle 

W of  Year. 

"5 

S-4 

a> 

"Sb 

<a 

Pn 

4 

1 

and 

under 

5 

7 

5 

and 

under 

15 

8 

15 

and 

under 

25 

9 

25 

and 

under 

60 

10 

60 

and 

rpwd’s. 

11 

12 

O 

3 

a 

m 

13 

CD 

CS 

S 

14 

c3 

.£ 

08 

r~C 

c3 

O 

in 

15 

.25 

_c 

CL 

5 

16 

i— i Croup  (not 

-3  spasmodic). 

LC 

bjo 

a 

o 

O 

bo 

.2 

CL 

8 

J3 

£ 

18 

Continued 

Fevers. 

c i 

£ 
l o 

1 

O 

23 

1 

CD 

> 

<11 

l ^ 

1 i 

8 

2 

24 

cS 

3 

■ 

25 

a 

s 

a? 

26 

Puerperal  Fever. 

a5 

a 

be 

<1 

28 

N 

P 

<D 

cp 

P 

29 

‘35 

£ 

30 

T3 

a 

c3 

af.of 

•3  "S 

• -<  0 
-p  a . 
p 3 
o 8 ■ 

5 CL  P 

31 

CD 

cS 

<D 

00 

^ 5 

n ^ 

- t3 

j 

<D 

53 

32 

a5 

3c 

<D 

CO  1 

1 cz  1 

CD 

ft  1 

s 

0 

34 

1 

1 

At  all  j 
Ages. 

1 

5 

Jnder 

1 

year. 

6 

CO 

a 

CL 

C-I 

19 

to  Enteric  or 

O Typhoid. 

to  Other  or 

i—1  Doubtful. 

5 

a £7 
8 « 

£ 5 
£ 

Q £ 

22 

402S 

142  74  22 

9 

6 

6 

11 

20 

Under  5 

2 

i 

1 

2 

4 

20 

5 upwards 

i 

1 

2 

2 

6 

10 

5 

1 

16 

„ ...  . 1882 

4038 

115 

93 

29 

12 

6 

10 

21 

15 

Under  5 

2 

1 

12 

2 

24 

5 upwards 

7 

1 

1 

11 

14 

2 

2 

14 

„ 1883 

4048  1 

149 

72 

11 

21 

3 

4 

17 

16 

Under  5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

11 

13 

5 upwards 

i 

5 

8 

7 

1 

18 

...  1884 

4058 

158  | 

90 

34 

12 

5 

11 

19 

9 

Under  5 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

33 

5 upwards 

1 

l 

1 

3 

10 

6 

5 

17 

„ ...  . 1885 

4068 

171 

92 

23 

11 

5 

9 

22 

22 

Under  5 

1 

3 

1 

6 

24 

5 upwards 

4 

8 

14 

7 

2 

26 

1886 

4078 

156 

81 

16 

19 

1 

10 

23 

12 

U nder  5 

3 

1 

2 

2 

5 

... 

2 

16 

5 upwards 

8 

i 

2 

8 

7 

1 i 

I 1 

15 

„ ..  ..1887 

. 4088 

132 

84 

20 

18 

12 

6 

4 

19 

23 

Under  5 

1 

5 

i 

7 

... 

i8  | 

5 upwards 

1 

3 

5 

13 

7 

... 

23 

„ ....1888 

— 

4098 

144 

60 

6 

2 

4 

15 

15 

Under  5 

1 

2 

1 

5 

14 

5 upwards 

1 

i 

7 

4 

4 

1 

18 

„ 1889 

4109 

140 

64 

16 

5 

6 

5 

12 

20 

U uder  5 

1 

i 

4 

15 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

7 

7 

9 

1 

17  1 

13 

..  1S90 

4120 

109 

69 

19 

6 

3 

10 

14 

17 

Under  5 

1 

3 

8 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

1 

7 

12 

2 

20  I 

1891 

Census, 

4131 

151 

64 

14 

6 

5 

2 

13 

24 

U nder  5 

1 

1 

l 

5 

12 

5 upwards 

l 

5 

15 

1 

2 

20 

1 899 

A~\  Af\ 

141 

76 

16 

8 

4 

4 

24 

20 

Under  5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

12 

5 upwards 

1 

1 

i 

3 

7 

11 

3 

1 

24 

1893 

4150 

129 

76 

16 

8 

4 

5 

18 

25 

Under  5 

1 

2 

...  1 

8 

13 

5 upwards 

1 

i 

2 

6 

12 

5 

1 

24 

1894 

4160 

132 

76 

22 

7 

3 

2 

16 

26 

Under  5 

1 

9 

19 

5 upwards 

9 

10 

11 

17 

1 895 

4300 

183 

101 

36 

• 

7 

1 

i 

22 

34 

Under  5 

5 

6 

11 

1 

20 

5 upwards 

2 

i 

2 

5 

20 

5 

23  | 

1 

5500 

161 

80 

22 

9 

9 

2 

17 

21 

Under  5 

2 

1 

2 

i 

6 

19 

5 upwards 

2 

2 

3 

5 

4 

12 

6 

IS  | 

1 QQ7 

177 

94 

35 

7 

4 

7 

24 

17 

Under  5 

2 

i 

2 

7 

27 

1 ^ 

5 upwards 

1 

6 

7 

12 

6 

2 

18 

TABLE  B.  . 

U nder  5 

...  ! ... 

Temporary  Hospital  used  for  Smallpox. 

5 upwards 

3 

1 1 ...  1 ... 

... 

i 

1 

... 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  I. 

Table  showing  Mean  Mortality  Rates  for  previous  Decades  : — 


Date. 

Estimated  Population. 

Total  Deaths  from  all 

Cateses. 

Death  Rate  from  all 

Causes  per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  Seven 

Principal  Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  “ Fever.” 

Death  Rate  from 

“ Fever  ” 

per  10,000  living. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  one 

year  of  age. 

Death  Rate  under 

one  year  of  age  per 

100  Births. 

Mean  for 
ten  years 
1841-50 

1888 

32 

16-9 

5-3 

2-8 

2 

10 

65 

9-3 

14-3 

Mean  for 
ten  yeai’s 
1851-60 

2302 

57 

24-8 

9 

4-0 

1-3 

5 

85 

14 

17-1 

Mean  for 
ten  years 
1861-70 

2975 

68 

22-8 

12 

4-0 

3-2 

10 

105 

17 

16-1 

Mean  for 
ten  years 
1871-80 

3402 

80 

23-3 

13-2 

3-7 

2-0 

5 

131 

24 

18-4 

TABLE  II. 

Mortality  Statistics  of  the  Township  of  Barnoldswiok  during  ten  years  1881-90  : — 


Date. 

Estimated  Population. 

Total  Deaths  from  all 
Causes. 

Death  Rate  from  all 
Causes  per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  Seven 
Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  “ Fever.” 

Death  Rate  from 
“ Fever  ” 
per  10,000  living. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Death  Rate  under 
one  year  of  age  per 

100  births. 

1881 

Census 

4028 

74 

18-3 

6 

1-4 

2 

4 

142 

22 

15-4 

1882 

4038 

93 

23-0 

10 

2-4 

8 

19 

115 

24 

25-2 

1883 

4048 

72 

17-7 

9 

2-2 

149 

11 

7-3 

1884 

4058 

90 

22-1 

7 

1-7 

i 

2 

158 

34 

21-5 

1885 

4068 

92 

22-6 

5 

1-2 

171 

23 

13-4 

1886 

4078 

81 

19-8 

21 

5-1 

10 

24 

156 

16 

10-2 

1887 

4088 

84 

20-5 

11 

2-6 

3 

7 

132 

20 

15-1 

1888 

4098 

57 

13-8 

5 

1-2 

144 

18 

12-5 

1889 

4109 

64 

15-5 

4 

0-9 

2 

4 

140 

16 

11-4 

1890 

4120 

67 

16-2 

7 

1-6 

1 

2 

109 

19 

17-4 

Mean  for 
ten  years 

4072 

77 

189 

85 

20 

27 

6 

141 

20 

149 

1881-90 

TABLE  III. 


Date. 

* Population. 

Total  Deaths  from  all 
Causes. 

Death  Rate  from  all 
Causes  per  1009  living. 

Deaths  from  Seven 
Principal  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Deaths  from  “ Fever.” 

Death  Rate  from 
“ Fever  ” 
per  10,000  living. 

Births. 

Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Death  Rate  under 
one  year  of  age  per 

100  births. 

1891 

Census 

4131 

64 

15-4 

2 

0-4 

151 

14 

9-2 

1892 

4140 

76 

18-3 

5 

1-2 

1 

2 

141 

16 

11-3 

1893 

4150 

76 

18-3 

5 

1-2 

1 

2 

129 

16 

12-4 

1894 

4160 

76 

18-2 

1 

0-2 

132 

22 

16-6 

1895 

4300 

101 

23-4 

12 

3-0 

183 

36 

19-7 

1896 

5500 

80 

14-5 

9 

1-6 

161 

22 

13-6 

1897 

5550 

94 

169 

7 

12 

1 

1-8 

177 

35 

197 

EDMONDSON  AND  CO.,  PRINTERS,  SKIPTON. 
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